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81 LG x 
Tur Joſie you hrs den 9 Dr Jo | 
n Memory, by your Verſion of the 
two parts you have publiſhed of his Ar 
' Philoſophice, 8s well as of his Tractate De 

rum Reſtaurations, cannot be too hig 7 


n eſt of a iculat 
rg — 55 


in Doftors- 
Ommont, to peruſe the L Fl and Th ſt ament of 
Mr. Wilkinſon, who has taken ſo much upon him 
with Relation to Dr. Burze:'s Writings. 

He has died much more Rich than Religious, 
for the Will is void of all Preamble, except the 
Scrivener's, In Nomine Domini, &c. 

He makes Confeſſion of no Sins, dies in the 
Communion of no Church, and expreſſes no H 
of a Reſurrection. He ſays not — Word of 
Soul, and very little of his Body. by *. 
a ork ſhire» Maw, born at Croft an bleu Pariſh in 
that County, to the Poor of which he has left cen 
Pounds. 

I. His Executors are bis Wife and one Mr. 
Edward Simpſon, his Couſin, Beſides, her Share 


of his Eſtate for Life, he leaves her all the * | 
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| and Plate he brought him, together with all her 
PARAPHARNALIA®, his Coach, Chariot and Calaſh, 
and two hundred Pounds for Mourning. | 
II. As to his Literary-Legacies, he leaves Mr. 
Simpſon the Civil, Canon and Common Law Books in 
his Library, with all his reſpective Manuſcripts 
thereto belonging, under this Obligation, T be 
does not permit au of them to be Copied. He likewiſe 
leaves him his Hiſtorical Books, the PiRures of 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, and Dr. Burnet, as. alſo 
the Latin- Works of the latter, but takes no Notice 
of the Engliſh (ſuppreſſed) Edition of the Archeo- 
logia, now in Mr. Simpſon's Cuſtody, which, as I 
was lately informed by one of the Proprietors, Mt. 
Chapman a Bookſelter in Pall-Mall, the ſaid' Simpſon 
ſaid he would burn; tho' to my own Knowledge 
Terms have been ſtipulated by. a cęttain Atrothey 
for the ſaid Impreſſion, both in Mr. "Wilkinſon's" 
Life time, and ſince his Deceaſe. But indeed your 
Perſormance has now condemned that Impreſſionm 
ad ſicum & piperem, being a very faulty Tranflation,. 
III. Mr. Wikinſon has left all his relating 
to Phyſic, Husb and Gardening, to Ox | 
Milbank, All his Books of Devotion to his Wife, 
in a Walnut-Tree Caſe, with Liberty to take am 
other Books out of his Library, ſhe Thall like, to 
fill up the _— the ſaid — 2 | * 0 9 
IV. To Dr. Vintringham he ueathed his 
large Diamond-Ring, conſiſting of hd Diaino | 
which was given him by Dr. Burner, 
v. He deſires to be privatth Buried, without u 
Eſcocheons, in a Vault, if permitted, to be made for 
him at Teddington in the County of Middleſex. If 
his Relatives intend him any ara 
tion, he deſires it may be affixed in the ſaid Church- 
Wall; and, that a Brace of Ecclefinſticks n Praiſe 


Alias her eddmg-Cloath:. 


bind 


4 b - 
Mr. 
7 | . 


; | to Mr. | 
VI. He delires, that all bis Famih-Pillure: maj. 


| „ but having two of his own, leaves 2 
15 one to his Kinſman, and a large dne nu 
in his Bar-Gown to his Wife. For which Reaſon 
I think Dr. Burns Picture, his Diamond-Ring, 
and his Works might have been with more Pro- 
priety bequeathed to ſome of that Gentleman's Rela- 
tions, than any of his own, as being conſiſtent with 
his on Obſervation abovementioned. ooo" | * 

VII. He does not, either in his Will, or in any 
of the four Codicils thereunto annexed, make any 

mention of his being impowered by Dr. Burner to 
publiſh any of his Poſthumous Latin Pieces, or to 
concern himſelf with any Exgliſb Verſions that ſhall 
be made of thoſe he printed in his Life-time. 
Which fully confirms whar I have before obſerved 
relating to the Archeo/ogia *, that he had no more 
Power of diſpoſing of the Latin Copy of that 
Work, than he had of his which Hooke was 
iged to purchaſe of Mr. Kerts/by's Executors, and 
them only the Copy-Right of the Archeo/ogia 

I cannot conclude without taking ſome Notice 
of the term Parapharnalia, which I think is much 
more pedantically applied by Mr. Wilkinſon to his 
Widow, than it was lately done by Mr. Cibber to 
Mrs. Oldfield t, but whether the Player borrowed it 
from the Lawyer, or the Lawyer from the Player 
I will not take upon me to determine. 


obl 
to 
bel 


* See the Addreſs, 4d Populum, prefixed to Mr. Foxton's- 
Verſion. 


TOR the Preface to the Proveked Husband, a Comedy 8˙. 
172 * 
g The 
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7d. 


T be laſt of a. Wilkinſov's Codi ah van lt 
the 20th of April, 1728. Mr. John Dennis Wai 
 einploy ed by Mr. Wikiaſas to tranſlate Dr. 1 ö 
— 4 book De Fide & Officiis , Chriſtianorum, but T 
heard him declare in 2 1 that tho” be 
had been earneſtly prelf ed both by his Friend Nauen 
and his Bookſeller Hooke to undertake a Tranſlation. 
De Statu Mortuarum after Mr. Earbery, he poſiti 
refuſed the Taſk, adding, that he knew Mr. E. 
es: s Abilities were not to be called in Quefion, 
that he looked upon ſuch an WH to be of 
a very baſe and Ungenerous Nature. 


Iam, SIR, 
your moſt obliged 
| humble Servant. 


. PHILALETHES- 


R E/A DE R 1 


"IRANCIS Wün- Ely; ( late of 
 Lincolns-Innand Overſeer of Dr. Bun- 
Net's Will) has declared, that * in the La- 
« n Edition he publiſhed De Statu Mor- 
* tuorum, therę are to bę found many Addi 
te tions and Alterations which were made 
« by the learned Author himſelf.” To 
' theſe Improvements, the /econd Edition of 

Mr. Earbery's excellent Tran and Re. 
marks is now rendered conformable. N 


Mr. Wilkinſon, i in his Preface, has like- 
wiſe thought it neceſſary to declare, that, 
the Reaſons given by the Editors, of the 
former Latin Copy, why Dr. Byxner did 
not publiſh the Work himſelf, do, to his 
Knowledge, ſavour much more of Fiction 
than Reality. And he affirms, that this 
Treatiſe, De ſuturd Fudeorum Reſtaurati- 
one, is faithfully publiſhed wad Dr. 5 
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Ster. II. Of the MINOR-PROPHETS, ir. 2225 
Jo, © S. b 


— of Fas coming of pra 14 Mefrab. . . | 


Szcr. III. The Evidence of the foregoing Promiſes and 
Prophecies ſammed up. 


Toi prepared, in every reſpeg, to return home. be 


der IV. The 0 of the Jus, ſhewn to be, not 15 
| Juriqus to the Chriſtians. 81, By, os 
Three ObjeAions, bee to enervate the force. of 
Prophecies, Anſwered. 
Tnterpreters mutilate and diminiſh the Prowijes of 645 
ween a Literal and Allegorical Senſe. 
The Dialogue between JESUS: and PII. oonſidered- 92 
_ . Thy true Interpretation of PROPHECY enquired into. 95 
The ſaered Faith of all Ages Ow in the Pro. 


miſed Meſi ab. 98 
REeManxs on the Modern Millenarians. 101 
An Abſtract of Mr. Areber's famous _ | 102 
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Chapter of our Treatiſe De Stats 


ter is of too great Moment to be paſſed by un- 
touched, or treated of in a curſory Manner. Ma- BY 
ny are of Opinion, "har the #44e of the Land (YZ —o 
iv. J.) Which in the Revelation of St. Fobn, made 
her ſelf ready for the Marriage before the End of 
the World; with à ſolemn Pomp, denotes the Peo- 
le of the . Y For when the great ore of Ba- 
was judged; (Rev. xix. 1. &c. Dau. vii. 11. 
13, 14.) < ned, and burned, there were many 
Voices heard in Heaven and on Barth, ſinging 
lelujah to God: The Voices of four and twenty 
Elders, four Beaſts, and all the Servants of God, | 
both ſmall and great. There were Voices like the 
Noiſe of many Waters, and like mighty Thunderings 
(v. 7, 8.) ſaying Hallelujah; for the Lord God om. 
potent reignerh. And then it follows: Let #s be glad 
and rejoice, and give _—_— him; for the —— 


— 
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2 Of the Future Reſtauration 

the Lamb is come, and hit Wife bath made herſelf 
| — And to her was granted that ſhe ſhould be ar- 
rajed in fine Linen, clean and white; for the fine Li- 
nen is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints. Then the Angel | 
ſatd to me, write (v. 9.) bleſſed are they who are gal- 
- ted to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, | And be ſaid 
wnto me, theſe are the true Sayings of God. True al- 
tho' wonderful, and to be committed to writing 
that Poſterity may be certified of the Reality 


Merriagd of tlie Lamb there is pointed our 


them. 
In this 
ſome future notable Change or Reſtauration of 
Things. And ſince the ſame Bride of the Lamb is 
—— wn the — = = 2 new 
Ferm ſalem, deſcending ont of Heaven from (xx. 
2, 9, 10.) the Kingdom of the Meſſiah — 
be aimed at in this Deſcription, under the Name of 
a City, and the new and holy Ferwſalens, namely 
that ſame Kingdom which the moſt High will give 
to the Meſſiah in his own Time, and to his holy 
cople, or the Fews, as Daniel ſays. (c. vii. 27.) 
here is a remarkable Paſſage alſo to this Purpoſe in 
Sr. Luke's Goſpel, (a. i. 3+) and many other Places 

of Scripture, which we ſhall inſert in the reſs 
of this Work, in their proper Order. For I am 
not deſirous that the Reader ſhould form a judg- 

ment from what has been thus briefly hinted, as to 
what particular Parts the Fews are to bear in this 
Marriage of the Lamb, or that Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah. This „ muſt take a much larger 
Compaſs, and muſt be drawn from the very Ori- 
ginals of that Nation. Moreover it feems pope 
when we are entering on a Diſcourſe about the fw- 
ture Condition of the Fews, to begin from Abrahams 
their Father, and the everlaſting Promiſes made to 
him and his Seed.) When Abraham. by the Com- 
mand of God having left his Country, and came 
ance 


| 4h ine) Ar 
his N and faid unto him, after he had looked 
Pro RO 2 xiii. =—— Sy which thou 

ft; to thee will I give it, to ever. 
Afterwards, when 2 deſired a Si 15 the 
Confirmation of his Faith, God gave him an ex- 
traordinary one; and then immediately by way of 
Covenant, repeated the Promiſe, ſaying, (c. xiv. 8, 
18.) Duo thy Seed have I given this Land, from the , 


Lider of Egype unte the grem River, the River Ex- 


ates. ; 
ao when he changed his Name from Aram 
to Abraham; (t. xvii. 5.) God made a Co- 


venant with Abraham, concerning the Things pro- 


miſed, faying, (v. 7, 8.) J will eftabliſh my Cove- 
ett Cie be cul hed and thy Seed afier thee is 
their Gtherationt, for an everlaſting Covenant, to be 4 
God um thee and to thy A And I will 
give unto thee and to thy Seed after thee, the Land 
wherein thow art 4 Stranger, all the Land of Canaan 
for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion ; and I will be their God. 
Moreover Circumciſion was inſtirured as a Token - 
of the Covenant, to be obſerved on the Part of 
Arahais undd his Seed; (Os. xvii. 10.) and God 
on his Part promiſed Abraham (when he was then 


an old Man, and his Wife well ſtricken in Age) a 


Son /ſaar, whom he joy fully received at the appointed 
time. Thus we have taken a brief Survey of the 
Promiſe which was made to Abraham and his Seed, 
concerning their perpetual Inheriting of the Land 


of Canaan. 
| B 2 The 
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4 Of the Future Reſtauration 
The ſame Promiſe was renewed to Iſau, which 
Odd had beſore made to his Father For when Ia 
was preparing to go into Egypt to avoid the Famine, 
God appeared to him, and forbidding him to take 

5 that Journey, commanded him to abide in the Land 
= - of Canaan: And leſt Iſaac, who was then fearful 
I's and deſtitute of Proviſion, ſhould make any, Heſi- 
I. tation in this Matter, God repeated that Promiſe 
which he had already made to Abraham, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed it with the Solemnity of an Oath (e. xvi. 
3.) Sojourn in this Land and I will be with thee, and 
will _ thee, for unto thee, and unto thy Seed, I will 
give all theſe Countries, and I will perform the Oath 
which I ſware unto Abraham thy Father. 
{Iſaac tranſmitted this Promiſe to Jacob and 
Seed, (c. xxxv. 11, 12.) and God himſelf con- 
firmed the ſame to Facob, when having changed his 
Name into Iſrael, he ſaid unto him, I am God A 
mighty, (c. xlviii. 3, 4+) the Land which I gave A+. 
braham, and Iſaac, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
Seed after thee will I give the Land, This promiſed 
Inheritance was afterwards transferred with the ſame 
Right and Title, in the Name of the omnipotent 
| God, to Jeſeph and his Seed for a perpetual Poſſeſ- 
ſion. And laſtly Foſeph when he was dying deli- 
vered and handed down this Gift of God to his 
Children and Brethren, the Heads of the Tribes of 
Iſrael. (Gen. i. 24.) 

Thus this Promiſe was gradually confirmed at di- 
vers Times, and by various Repetitions. > God 
obliged himſelf to perform theſe things by the Force 
of a Promiſe, Covenant and Oath, (Chron. XX. 7. Pf. cv. 

S8. cxxxii. 11, &c.) than which nothing is eſteemed 
more ſacred or inviolable. A Promiſe is a Securit 

for private Faith, and a Covenant for that which 18 
public; but an Oath (Heb. vi. 13, 17.) compre» 
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| of the UW. 
hends whatſoever cin be imagined neceſſary for ei · 
ther, be it human or divine. 1 bY 
(Hicherto we have diſcourſed about the Promiſes 
God formerly made to the Patriarchs, (as well 
ſeparately as joihtly) ' (Exod? vi. 4, 8 Deut. i. 8.) 
and their Sons, of their Poſſeſſing the Land of Cavaare 
It is to be obſerved, that the If aelites afterwards poſ- 
ſeſſed the Land, and ſo far theſe Promiſes were ful- 
filled; but they were oſten driven from thence and 
reſtored again, till the laſt and moſt terrible Expul- 
ſion which they have ſuſtained for near ſeventeen 
Ages, and which they | ſtill groan under. Now 
ſince the Land of Cauaas was given to the {/raelites 
for a perpetual Inheritance, this Queſtion neceſſas 
rily ariſes, Whether they ſhall at laſt be reſtored to 


their ancient Country, that ſo the Promiſes of God 


may not be void? ' h 
Indeed the Prophets often foretold the your 
ties and Reſtaurations of the Children of /ſrael; and 
the Event of Things was anſwerable to their Pro- 
phecies; and ſo the divine Promiſes remained unhurt 
For the Nature of the Promiſe did not require 
that the /atlites ſhould at all times poſſeſs that Land 
for a continual and never interru ar Series of Years, 
but only that they ſhould at jeaf, after long Capti- 
vity, return to the Heritage abovementioned. And 
ſo they ſhould always have a juſt Title to that Land 
whoſoever actually poſſeſſed it. I ſay always and 


to the laſt, by Virtue of the divine Donation, which 
dan never be extinguiſhed. With God there is no 


Time, no Preſeriptiol. 

God no where iſed that he would never 

—— the / s, either at home or abroad (by 

ars, Baniſhment and Captivity) on the contrary 

he threatened them with all Sorts of Puniſhments, 

a5 often as they ſhould 1 rebel againſt 
| 


him, 
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. Of 'he Future menen 


— * Moſes Lag xxvi. and Dear, envi) 
and the other Prophets frequent ve Warnings 
of this Nature, that ſo the Dean Wade be pre. 
vented. But ar preſent we are treating about the | 
rual Expulſion, Captivity and Deſolation in 
like m anner as the 1 nheritance was 
miſled in the Paſſages wn yes rt Now Adoſet 
in the Place juſt now cited, and elſewhere, (Dee. 
iv. 30, 37.) promiſes them « Reſtauration by Vir 
tue of this primitive Covenant which we have been 
ſpcaking of, after they ſhould have ſuffered the moſt 
ercing Calamities. > For thus he concludes — 
Bic about thoſe Puniſhments which he had 


been denouneing, (Lev. xxvi. 40, 41, 42.) / 
ſhall confeſi ft their Pnigus 5 cle gals 14 


Fathers, with their 1 — — 22 againſt 
me, and that alſo E 4 contrary te me. 
And that I alſe walked contrary to then, and bave 
browght them into the Land of are vt, if then 
their uncircumciſed Hearts be — and they then 
accept of the Puni/hment of their Iniquity. Then will T 
remember my Covenant with Jacob, and alſs my Covey 
nant with Iſanc, and alſs my Covenant with — 
1 and I wi _— — the _ 2 
45.) Aud yet for all t in 
Kad their — J will not _ 7 away), wei- 


ther will J abbor them, to deſtr 
or * ans t _—_— þ 


break my Covenant with go 
God. But I will for their Sakes remember the Cove» 
nant of their Auce ori, whom I brought forth out of the = 
Lend of Egypt, in the Sight of hs Heathen, that T 
might be thei ; God, I am the Lord. | 
He repeats the Promiſes given to their Fathers, 
and ſays that he will be mindful of them, when 
the //raclites ſhould ſojourn in a ſtrange Land. (Seo 
allo, Deut. xxx. to v. 10) | 
4 . | But i 


15 5 and r 72 
cation and Condition, of 


Gad will beſtow in teeny Le re a 
hex — He who promiſes the Bud) will 
1 1 God en. 
o eſtion to grant, ther u 

their Riptaes the Children of Peel (hull 528 
ſtored and return, into 1990 x da Country z, there» 
fore we ought not to d ning their For- 
tune, Weltare, and — Reſt eſtieur The Fate 

of tha Jews! was moving in this * Circle; They, /i 


and are puniſhed, . Exam» 
fs 7 ck wo ll the following Diſſer 


Hit we have conſidered thoſe Paſſages which 
refer. (as it were on the firſt Glance) to this Argu- 
ment in the Ah, Writings, Hut we mult tar- 
ther confult the Oracles of other Prophets, that ſo 
by-their-Conſeot and Fuller Explication, the pre- 
ceding Aſſertions may be ſtrengthened, and ebrighter 
Ha ariſe! eg; the. Reſtawration of the: /- 
rau t 

Now. it is evident that aal — and the 
reſt of the Prophets, chiefly treat about rm — 
tion af che — and 7 — their . 
adverſe Fortune, fluQuating' like the —— wu 
Sea. Now: they. rejoice 4 hon und Plenty, and 
then they are 2 by 8 — and be- 
irig cars into 2 they groan 
— g ws the fre of iy : From 
* Com- 


whence: at ſer 
paſſion, * _— yp 
(ns un em oo were very fre- 


Uh, (D. Axviii, and xxx.) But * i: 
thei: 


< 


quently 8 not only in this But other 


| '\ 
\ 


6 Of the future Reſtauration 
theſe Viciſßtudesz one is eminent above the teſt, ' 


. by" e and eos efterwath 
b 


the” ſuceeeding Pr ; by which when the 
ſhauld be ſed ps ſcattered thro' all the 
ions, even to the Ends of the Ebrthj they were. 


to be glorioufly recalled? and eſtabliſhed in _theit 


own Land, Kite ded with an excellent Government 
add abundance of perpetual Peace and * 
Now the chief Queſtion: about this principal R 

ſtauration of the Jeu iss Whether it be already 
paſt and accompliſhed; or not? This is to be learned 
from thoſe Deferiptions which the Dogs have 
given us of it. | 

Iſaiab in his ſecond Chapter ſorelch dah 10 | 
ufa, of the coming of the Meſſiah; and deſeribes 

is righteous Judgments on the Heathen,” and 
thoſe pacific Times wherewith //#acl ſhould then 
be bleſſed in the following Words. (v. 4.) - And be 
ſhall judge among the "Nations, and ſbatl're 
People; and they ſhall beat their Swords into Plow 
Shares, and their Spenrs into Pruning Hooks; Nation 
ſhall not lift up Sword Sa Nation, r qr rhey 
learn War any more. 

He then deſcribes che terrible Mijeſty of God 
when he comes to ſhake the Earth. (v. 5.) Now 
we have not as yet ſeen theſs pesctable Timevamong 
all Nations, nor this dreadful Day; as it is here re- 
preſented. But ſince Prophecies of this Nature fre- 

Prophets 
alſo,: We ſhall have an why Opry Uerwins of 
diſcburſing upon thein 1990 I. Y 
In the mean u may obſerve, tha 2 the 
Prophet here promiſes and foretels Peace to the Jewh 
ſo in the fourth Chapter he deſcribes the Olory and 
mijiſtic 'Preſence of God, which (hall appesr it the 
ſame” coming of the Aach; ſor ſo I underſtend 
theſe Words of his. And the Lerd w creat wpon 

| | * 


WE Jaws," 
Plate Mount Son, aud pon hey Af: 
2855 ti! dT bot 
photic rung ory oy 


A no det Propher here re- 

| he e of G 
which he was pleaſed to the farlires in the 
3 and the Cheldee Paraphiraſt expreſly men · 

tions the Scbechinah in this and th following Verſe. 
Now ſince the Su did not in the fe- 


cond” Temple after the Babyloniſh - Capti this 
Prophecy ſeems to haves Reference in far 


Times 
| This Propher repieſents che ſame" Sebecbidah ; in a 
more glotious manner in the ſixth Chapter, and 
no the Appearance of the Schechinah in the 
Temple, with the Sera hims ſtanding above (v. 2.) 
0d the Houſe led with Smoke: (v. 4.) I, 
this Chapter likewiſe the Prophet foretels that the 
Hearts of the Fews would be for ſome time hardened, 
their Cities waſted (v. 10, 11.) and the People 
diſperſed; and ſince this Blindneſs and Obdurationz 
ſtill continues, the Remains of the — are at 
length to return the Trunk or Root is not cut a+ 
way, altho* they have been a long tiene without 
Fruit or Flower. 

Hitherto we have purſued theſe ewo Heads or 
Characters, concerning thoſe peaceable Times, and 
the Divine Schechinah, which ſhould return to the 
Iſrartftei; and we have given ſome Tokens whereb 
the Time of that Peace'and Glory may be defined, 
but there yer remain ſome which are brighter. For 
we are takin ay towards the riſing Sun, 
and the Fart Shadows will grow leſ- 
ſer, and the Light ape ſtronger. © But to —_— 
this SubjeR; | 

Irr the dleventh Chapter, the Promiſe is again re- 
neued, * pacific State of nch 

whic 
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aus inf 2 e 


the 0 
0 — be the e 
_wveſ} (an Thu), ohe Girl 4 4 
the Leopard 

OO NO : Calf, and the 
Lion, aud the Fatling together," and\a little Chi 
b 7 2 ny rec ul ple 

t t weaned | 
ae Dt Th fl ep 
{t not njury or t 
9 ali -w9 0 Abends, for the Earth ſhall bs 
flo the Knew 9 of che herd a Wares eve | 


ee romiſes many and great Thi 
beſides the moſt diffuſive- Holineſs and Kno 
of God, he hints that all Enmity among brute Ant- 
mals ſhould ceaſe, at leaſt that they would ſhew no 
token of it to Mankind. If we conſider well theſe 
Characters of the Adeſſiab's Kingdom, I ſee not how | 
they can poſſibly be made to point out theſe pre- 
ſent Times. But I leave them to the ſerious and 
impartial Conſideration of every Reader. The fame 
Prophecies. are repeated in the following Chapters, 
— more fully in the xv, wan, , — 

e Prophet gives us a KY to this 

In — time we may obſerve, — 2 this 
Chapter the coming of Cſuiſt is prefigured in a 
twofold manner. As to the former there is no diſ- 
3 and the ſecond (beſides what has been alres- 

y faid) ſeems. to be repreſented, in theſe Words, 

4 4.) He ſhall. ſmite the Earth with the Red of his 
Mouth, and with the Breath of his Lips ſhall he flay 
the Wicked. The Chaldee Paraphraſt — it, — 


millum improbum, under which Name the | 
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ther — ny co the Prophet is here -- 
courſing ſome ſecond Reſtauration 
| of God. or the Iſraelites, (u. 12, &c.) 
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be underſtood of Times that are yet to come. Nor 
can they have Reſpect to their Reduction from the 
Babyloniſh once mg the Tribes of /Faetwere 
not then brought k. Beſides, the before 
the Deſtruction of were nat diſperſed thro” 
all Parts of the Barth, and all thoſe Countries which 


happened in their Deliverance from Bani. Theſe 


things 


ae 
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x2 Of the Future Reftariration _ 
things being weighed, I think it is reaſonable that 
we ſhould underſtand this ſecond and univerſal Re- 


Nauration to refer to certain Times of the Meſſiahz. 


about which the Prophet {| in the ym 7 
— this 


Verſes, and, if I miſtake not, throughout 


Chapter. Now ſince nothing of this kind hap- 


ened to the Fews ar the firſt coming of Chrilt 
Mut rather the contrary, we expect theſe thing to 
be fulfilled at his ſecond Appearance. K Sy 
Let us paſs on to the xxivth Chapter, where the 
Deſtruction of the whole Earth ſeems to me to be 
declared and explained. It is uſual for '{{aiah and 
other Prophets, as often as Occaſion ariſes from 
ſome great Deſtruction of a City or Nation, which 
bears ſome Reſemblance or Type of that which in 
the laſt Days ſhall come upon all the World; rea- 
dily to turn their Minds and Diſcourſes upon That: 


This World will conclude with the greateſt De- 


ſtruction of the Enemies of God, as appears from 


the ſacred Writings of both the Old and New Teil- 
tament; and immediately after this mighty De- 


ſtruction, the glorious Kingdom of the Meſſiah will 
follow. The Prophet in this Chapter preſents us 


with the ſame Face of Things, the Slaughter of tha 


Mighty, the Perturbation of Nature, and 'then the 
glorious Reign of Chriſt in Sion; we ſhall repeat 
the three laſt Verſes *. of fav A eee 

Aud it ſhall come to paſs in that Day, that the Loyd 
ſhall pou the Hoſt of the high ones, that are on high, 
and the Kings of the Earth upon the Earth. And , Th 


. ® They are thus rendered in the Vulgate.” Et erit in Die ills, 
© viitabit Dominus ſuper Militiam Cceli, in excelſo, & ſuper Re- 
ges Terræ qui ſunt ſuper Terram: & congregabuntur in Congre- 
gatione univs Faſcis in Lacum, & claudentur ibi in Carcere: & 


; 


poſt multos Dies viſitabuntur. Et erubeſcit Luna & confundetur 


Sol, cum regnaverit Dominus Exercituum in Monte Sion & in 
Jeruſalem, & in Confpectu Senum ſuorum ſuerit glorificatus. 
2 | # 


Hoſts ſhall reign in Mount Sion, and in Feruſalem, 
Whoever theſe Elders are they will be Spectators 
and participate of the Kingdom of Chriſt. Indeed 
to me they : ſeem to be the ſame Elders whom we 
read of in the Revelations, (c. iv. + & v. 8, 9, 10.) 
who were made Kings and Prieſts, and ſhall reign 
with Chriſt on the Earth. Now theſe Elders are 
generally ſuppoſed to be the Company of Patriarchs 
and Apoſtles, and I think the fame are intended in 
this Place. Moreover whoever are thoſe high ones 
univ. 21, 22.) that are on high, who are di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the Kings of the Earth, they will 
be bound in Chains and thruſt into Priſon. Which 
makes me think of the Binding of Satan, and his 
being caſt into Priſon juſt before the Beginning of 
Chr iſt's Kingdom, Rev. XX. 
But to return nearer to our Subject, we muſt 
enquire what People theſe Prophecies refer ta? I 
ſuppoſe the are to bear no ſmall Part in this 
Victory and ya For the Prophet in the next 
Chapter (xxv.) ſings a Hymn of Praiſe to God, and 
the following one preſents us with a Song of Sion. 
Theſe Praiſes the //aelites offer to God in Concert 
with others, as in the former Song (c. xii. 6. 
which cloſes with this Epiphonema, as it is turned 
by the Chaldee Paraphraſt; Rejoice an ive thanks, 
O Congregation of Sion, eat is the holy One 
[Pet lh bo 4 that * place hit Schechinab al 
majeſtic Preſence) in the midſt of thee. As alſo in 
the Song we meet with in another Chapter, ac- 
cording to the ſame Paraphraſt, God ſhall be reuealed 
Fr 
c 


'\ 
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Theſe three Hymns are 1 fort of triumphatt 
„ like thoſe of Auer, Deborah, and forte 16% 


i inthe Nene, I they are Ds, 
Soaps by way of Triumph over t 
mies, wa Arefol Acknow to 2 850 their 
Deliverer, for the Recovery of their Freedom. T 
refer chiefly to the Fews, as appears from the wh 
Tenor of them; y 1 . belong als to all chess 
whom God ſhall ſnatch from Evil and 7 and 
give them Liberty, Health, and Glory 

We muſt farther enquire whit Tine the 
here refers ro? Now the very Subject itſelf will 
ſhew this; for what other Redemption, Freedom, 
or Glory can be equal to that which the Prophet 
points out, beſides that moſt illuſtrious and furure 
one at the ſecond coming of Chriſt, Then Chriſt 
will = — 12 bis 270 or N as the 
Apoſtle f 2 6, 7.) And the Prophet 
ſous td tet to define (he very inks, wad delineate it as it 
were with a Diamond when he ſays in his Song 
(I. xxv. 8.) He will ſwallow w Death in Picton, 
and the Lord God —_— T. from from all Faces, 
and the Rebuke of his People . bal 
all the Earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken it. 2 con- 
cerning what time the frac have interpreted 
— Places of the Prophets (1 Cor. xv. 54. Rev. 

4.) and there will be no more Controvetſy 2- 

— this Matter. But let us go on with the Pro- 
phet about the Reſtauration of the {/aebires. 

In the xxviith Chapter, after the Deſtruction of 
Leviathan (whoever he was whether Satan or any 
other Enemy of God) and the Puniſhment and pu- 
rification of 1ſracl, we find that the tus were to 
be gathered together again. (v. 14, 15.) And it Er- 
come to paſi in that Day that the Lord ſhall beat 
from the Channel of the River unto the Stream of Egypt, 
and ye ſhall be gathered one by ove, O je — A 

Iſrae 


he take away from off 


ef Jawis 15 

—— 10 paſs in that Day, that the 
1 get randy. yrs Aer 
. 


— dts the Danger pie te Lond 
the holy Mount as 8 


Land of E 
If you apply this to the vie Tribes ess 
eue Nor is there here any men- 
round of he Tr * Weg 
a 

Ln To OA RE De 
Chapter, have 

ſomewhat a 3 — Ears, than the Re- 
muee, Nn But let us pro- 


The W Prophets are fo interwoven 
— ge. 2 their Style is ſo in- 


ſitions, that it is not 
2 to yy the fame Thread thro* ev 


r Chapter, and certainly to diſtingui] — 
preciſely belongs to any Subject. Th z of 
Puniſhments ate mingled with Conſolations. Now, 
one Captivity is referred to, and preſently the pro- 
phet has — due in his Eye. The Prophecies have 
a regard to the ten Tribes, or the Remains, to the 
Jſrartires,or the Gentiles, ro preſent or future Times ; 
and in a Word, to s or Chriſtians, and ſome- 
times too under the ſame Names and Titles. Theſe 
and ſuch like Things ; bften make Interpreters uncer- 
tain, and cauſe great Difference among them. When 
there is mention made of the old Covenant given to 
the Patriarchs, we do not heſitate ſo much in giv- 
ing the meaning of it. Thus in the twenty ninth 
Chapter of this Prophecy, after //aiah had reproved 
them for their Sins, and ſhewed them their deſerved 
Puniſhment, he adds, (v. 22, 75 ) Therefore 
thus ſaith the Lord, who redeemed ys ih concern- 
ing the Howſe of ob, Facob ſhall — now be aſhamed, 


neither 
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and the outs 
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16 Of ibe Future Reftauration 
neither ſhall bis Face now mar pale. Bur when he , 


* 


| 7 er % 1017 81>" WE [3 RIES 
Redemption is here promiſed to the Children of 


Ii acl, and the Prophet purſues the ſame Subject mote 
at large in the following Chapter, and takes Notice 
that abundant Plenty ſhould accompany this Delives 
rance. Nor will any intermediate Affliction hinder; 


= 


18, 19, 20.) Therefore will the Lord wait that he 


may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted x 


that he have Mercy upon you ; 
God of Judgment: beſied ave? all | Fug 
him. For the People ſhall dwell at Sion in Fernſalem: 
thou ſhalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto 
thee at the Voice of thy Cry ; when he ſhall 
wer thee. And tho the Lord give o 
Adverſity, and the Water of Affiction yet ſhall | 
Teachers be removed into a Corner any more; but thins 
Eyes ſhall ſee thy Teachers. hy, 5 
The Chaldee Paraphraſt underſtands this to refer 
to the divine Illumination, and the majeſtic Viſion 
of God. 5 
The Prophet Iſaiah thus begins his thirty ſecond 
Chapter, Behold a King ſhall reign in Righteouſneſs, and 
Princes ſhall rule in Fudgment, &c. Altho' this may 
in ſome meaſure refer to Hezekjah in a typical Senſe, 
yet there is in the Idea of this Kingdom, as after- 
wards deſcribed, ſomewhat too ſublime and glorious 


the . Lord is 4 


to be adapted to his Times. It will be a Kingdom 


of perpetual Peace, Juſtice, Plenty and Safety (v. 
16, 17, 18.) And beſides theſe good things, there 


will be divine Knowledge or Illumination. (v. 3-4) 
* 


And the Effulion of the Holy Spirit is promi 
y (v. 51. 


God will in the End be gracious to {ffael. (c. xxx. * 


that wait' fuß 


it he will 


f 


(. 122 8 N ns BG | 


lyand fully be- 

ye) 0 ip Kingdom * th Ae fince 
all t e 5 Brf- 
ſings, were made to the aten and did not befal 
them it the firſt coming of the — theteſbre, 
I think, they ate to be « is ſecond Ap= 


| pearance: | 
Nor do thoſe Canis 400 Beira which 
we y the vA _ denouncing; bins 
der the Aci Promiſes; 


The State o — Ifrarlues was always of 2 tithe 
Nature, and ſharply ſeaſoned with Calattities, It 
is the Part of careful Father to fee that his deat 
Children receive both Chaſtifements, and Favours, 
in bog 7-41 7 e iti, 3 xit. 
8, 7, 8.) that fo the better engaged 
to Ne heir Duty y; between 2 * and Fear. More- 
over when they ſuffered the Patithnenr, they were 
thereby more affured of the Rewards which were to 
follow, provided they retutned to their Duty. 
In the thirry fourth Cbaptet we have a Repre-. 
ſentation of the dreadful Slaughter of the Idwmrans : 
under which Name ſome fuppoſe the Romans to be 
pointed our, and others that it comprehends the E- 
nemics of God in general. For my Part I canhot 
eaſily perfuade my ſelf thar theſe Names of Em, 
Idumta, and the like, fo fr ly mentioned in 
= Prop Feed are ſtrictly to be confined 
article Heathen Nations, and that we are to 
look for no farther Signification i in them. For can 
we reafonably fuppoſe that the Prophet would thun- 
= out ſueh numerous THreatoings, as well choſe of 
ester, 38 df leſfer kind, againſt a ſmall Nation? 
ow itt this very Chapter 1/aah mingles Heaven 
and Earth, and talks in as tra ical a Strain 3s if he 


were reprofeating. the De n of the yr 5 
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tation af che the Jause But of this I are ta 
es ter wards. 

elides- if this Prophecy i is to be underſtood i. 
terally, what Deſtruction of the Idumean Nation i 
aig to be underſtood? When the [dumeans 


onquered by Hircanut, they received Circumciſion, . 
and 2 all the Rites and Ceremonies of the 


Zews, and from mt time were 1 among 


them. But to purſue the Subject. Enemies 


of God and ae, whotyer they were, 9241 utterly 
| deſtroyed, there ſucceeds a moſt joyful. and flous 
riſhing Eſtate . (either of the whole World or the 
Iſraelites) which is largely explained in the follow 
ing Chapier (xxxv.) the Deſart which the Prophet 
had before ſpoken of, being then turned into a Para: 
diſe. Here all things are as delightful, as before 
they were terrible. A new State of Things s ariſes, 
which is adorned with every, Bleſſing, of Honour, 
Beauty, Peace, and Health, and irradiated with the 
divine Glory like the, new Feraſa em. I here ſpeak 
the plain Truth, without any thing of Flouri 
Hyperbole ; conſult the former Part of the Cha 4. 
_ then it follows, (v. ” 15 No Lion a be 
there, nor any rauenous Be o ub, it ard 
te found =: but the. redeemed A 
namely thoſe whom God has ſet apart for biw 
(Rev. xxi. 4. & iv. 15, 16.) Aud the Ranſomed 
of the Lord 2 7 return and come to Sion with Songs, 
and everlaſting Foy upon their Heads : 2 72 ſhall 47 
Joy and Glaane 420 and Sorrov and Sig 

a,. Expoſitors generally agree thick the 12 
refer to the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. To be ſure 
Bey are ngt agreeable to Hezthiah's Reign, a5 Gro. 
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las intdines. Thar tracfient' and particular Delis 
verance Which happened in his Days, does by no 
means come up to the Propher's Deſcription ; for 
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the Redemption and Reftauration here mentioned, | 


are much more univerſal and durable Nor would T 
have theſe things reſtrained to the Fews only, fox Lbe- 
lieve that all thoſe are like wiſe comprehended whom 
God ſhall at length ſet free from their Tribulations, 
and on whom he will beſtow the abovementioned 
Bleſſings. But in what Age, in what Generation of 
Men ſhall we find theſe golden Times, this happy 
State of Things? We have hitherto ſeen nothing 
like it, nor have our Anceſtors given us an Account 
of any Time that can equal it. This illuſtrious 
Reſtauration and magnificent State, reſpet ſome . 
Days of the Meſſiah, as we before obſerved: But 
it is doubted to what particular coming of the Meſ- 
fab they refer. Now if they were not fulfilled at 
his firſt Appearance, we may reaſonably expect the 
Completion of them at his ſecond.” And if they te- 
fer to the cus (not 8 as the Words 
themſelves, and the whole Tenor of the Prophecy 
abſolutely demonſtrates, we muſt conclude, that they 
are to be reſtored, at 1 ſecond coming, to a 
holy and bleſſed Eſtate. > | 
ls the following Chapters (xxxvi, xxxvii, xxxviii, 
& xxxix. ) we have the Hiſtory of Hezekiah and Sen- 
nacherib, which being finiſhed, the Prophet returns 
to his former Subject (which he had already men- 
tioned above ten times) about the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiab. If you conſult theſe Places (c. xli. 8, 9, 
IO, &. xlii. 13, 14. Ce. xhii. 35 443 5, 6, 72 
& 18, 19. xliv. 1, 25 3, & 21, 22.) you will 

find many Arguments interwoven ; the comin 
the Meſſiah, the Confuſion of Idols, the Declara- 
tion of the divine Omnipotence, and the Reſtau- 
rations of the Ü.. I fay Reſtanrations, for, I w—_ 
| +> the 


ninth Chapter, to which we are now come, he re» 
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20, Of the Future Reſtauratian 
the Prophet has a farther Reference than to their 
| Deliverance from Babylon, A | 


We point out theſe Places of Scripture that they 


may be conſidered by others, and they manifeſt hom 
much Care and perpetual Affection God expreſles. 


towards the Children of /ſael. And in 1 


ts the moſt paſſionate Expreſſions. of the 
ove, and diſplays his Aﬀection more. vehemently. 
This Chapter contains. an illuſtrious. Prophecy 4. 
bout the coming of the Meſſiah, as well to u 
Gentiles. In the thirteenth and following Verſes, 
God ſeems particularly to regard the Wo Now: 
what does he fay ? Let us hear the Words of the 
Prophet: (v. 13, 14, 15». 16.) Sing, O Heavens, 
and be joyful, O Earth, and break. forth into Singing, 
O Mountains! for the Lard hath comforted bs, People 
and will bave Mercy wpon his affiified. But Sion ſaids 
the Lord hath forſaken me, and 


me. Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, that bs. 
ſhould not have * on the Son of ber Wamb? 
Tea they may forget yet will I not thee. Behold, 
I have graven t 


pill 1 woe forget 
e #pon the Palms Tm Hands; thy 
Walls are continually before me, | 26h 23h 
It here expreſſes the Fears and Complaints of the 
Fews, leſt they ſhould be entirely forſaken by God. 
God replies, this can never be, ſince I have a greater 
Affection for /frael than any Woman has for her 
ſucking Child. I have graven thee upon. the Palms 
of my Hands, that ſo I might never larger thee, 
Now ſince God has ſaid this, ſhall we perſiſt to af 
ſert the contrary # Shall we affirm, that the Jeu 
are utterly forſaken and caſt off without all Hopes 
of a Return or Reftauration? This would betray 
great Boldneſs and Pręſumption; eſpecially ſinee the 
Prophet in the following Verſes does not oaly ſpeak; 
of their Enemies being ſubdued, or pecopci 30h 
| 0 
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themſelves and their Friends (v. 19. and 
liv.' 2.) For thy waſte and thy deſolate 8 and 
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obſerve, thit this Chap- 


Every Reader will ea 
ter contains an Account of a Dereliction and « Reſ- 


titution, and that borh S 4 Agr 4 — reno | 
rerer e ecies 


the Ralitel. 
0 15 Ties, and others will . them 
— the 2feſſiab; and this laſt 
or is the le ſince the Kiny 
of the Meſſiah is ee of throughout this whole 
Chapter. Beſides, if we compare that State which 
the Prophet here foretels, with the Return from 
Babylon, we ſhall ſoon find that they will not agree 
with each other. A univerſal Redemption and 
collection from all Parts of the Earth is here pro- 
miſed ; (v. 12.) but the other was neither univer- 
ſal, with reſpe& to the Children of carl, nor the 


Places from whence they returned. Moreover theſe 
| 1ſratlites which returned, are here brought in as com- 
plaining of the Straitnetz of their Country; but in 


their Return from Babylon, they found a deſolate 
Land, and there were ſcarce Hands faflicient for 
the Cultivation of it. In 4 Word, that Deliverance 
from Babylon was brought about without Slaughter 
and Blood ; but here their Enemies are drenched, 
or made drunken with their own Blood, and pro- 


ſtrate at the Feet of the Ia lues, oy lick the Duſt 


Rev. xvi. 6.) 


of the Earth (v, 26, compare it wi 
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—. 
i 


— 


fille Ji. Me 
the 1/7arliter com lining for want of | 


n K >: 0 "_ mY * 
A 2 . wo 
22 Of the Future Reſtauration 
Theſe things are foreign to the Deliverance from - 
the Babyloniſh Captivity, and muſt be ſought ſoꝶ in 
after Ages, But it is in vain to look for them in 
any Generations already paſt, as we have ſeveral 
times ſhewed; therefore the may rejoice in 
Hope, and wait for the future Accompliſhment of 
theſe glorious Prophecies. e. 
Let us accompany the Prophet to the fifty firſt 
Chapter, where we meet with the ſame or greater 
Teſtimonies concerning the flouriſhing Eſtare of the 
Fews after their Reſtitution, The Prophet com- 
mands them to look to Abraham (v, 2.) their Fa- 
ther; and as God had promiſed to be his God, it 
follows that he would be mindful of his Covenant. 
v. z.) For the Lord ſhall comfurt Sion: be will com» 
fort all her waſte Places, and he will make ber Wilders 
neſ3 like Eden, and her Deſart like the Garden. of the 
Lord: Jey and cladveſs ſhall be found therein, Thanks 
. giving and the Voice of Melody. „ . N 
And to confirm this, ar. IA Changes ſhould 
happen, he ſays, (v. 7.) that tho' the Heavens and 
Earth ſhould vaniſh away, yet his Salvation ſhould 
for ever endure towards Iſracl. | 795 
In the following Verſes the Prophet encourages 
the Jeus by putting them in mind of their Deli 
verance from the Egyptian Bondage, and other Mi- 
racles performed by the Divine Omnipotence, and 
then adds, (v. 11.) Therefore the Redeemed of the 
Lord ſhall return and come with Singing unto Sion, 
and everlaſting Joy ſhall be upon their Head: they ſhall 
obtain Gladneſs and Foy, and Sorrow and Mourning 
ſpall flee away. What could they poſſibly defare 


more? But before this full and entire Redemption 
the Prophet ſhews that 1/ae/ muſt drink the Cup 
of the Divine Fury. That is, muſt ſuffer moſt ſe- 
vere and bitter Puniſhments, Deſolation, Deſtruttions 
Famer and the Soy, Bur & hogth horny 

7 = . WJ r elx 


— - 
F * 


-- bo A you + 


r 5 & 5 6 - © 0 


* ww” WWwYrqy a9 Q _ cw 5 *_ O& 


their P 


ei && Fry, ow 


J 


| e e Jus. "iy 9 
theſe Calzmities; the bitter *. 
delivered into the Hand of the Edemies, that tie 
may drink the 1 For thus ſhys the Pre- 
phetz (b. 11, 22, 2 35 her now th, then 
afflifted aud runden, but not rb Mie, thus faith" thy” 
Lord, and thy Gd that pleadeth the Cauſe of bis eople; 
KT hav tro the Hd he Of of 
Trembling, even the s of of FT 

no more drink it 1 g 
pheſied concerning the laſt Affliction. Ber will | 
put it into the Hand of them that affiit® ther, 1ho hebe 


| 


ſaid to | Soul, bow down that we may over: hd 


thou la t 2 Bc as the Gram, nd u the Sm 
to them that 10 ner 
Some refer all theſe Things Cri; and ui rightly' 


Indeed to Chriſt the Delivecer: But the Que 


about the People to whom the Propher | here foretels 
Deliverance; for he does not here treat about an 
ſingle Perſon, but ſome Nation, and if I miſtake 

not the-{ſraelitiſh one; as appears from the whole' 
Chapter. For there we find that the Fews, after a 
moſt ſevere A ffliction, were to de favoured with” 

< rA | 5 be 

As for thoſe who im apply t wu 
cies to the adverſe S hp 4 the Babylowiſh 
Captivity, and their proſperous Condition after their 
— they em to compar Fee things with 

a; 

Certainly the Fews did not dak the Cup of the 
Divine Fury to the utmoſt in that Captivity: There 
remained one to be drank much larger, and more 
bitter; when many more * — periſned by Famine, 
Sword and Poſtilence, at the Siege and Daſtruction 


of Feruſalem, than formerly returned from Babylon . 


. 1 + Compare Nebem. e. vii. with Foſephus's s War: of the Jun 
Book VII. c, 17. 
C 4 Beſides 
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and overturned, 4 wt Ig, 
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24 of he Furure e 
Beſides there was a cruel Slau 8 


carried vy above ninety. thouſand. Priſogers, and 
diſperſed them thro' various Countries and Nations. 
Nor did the Fexs only ſuffer the greateſt Evils from 
the Romans, Vho were Hearhens, but alſo from the: 
Chriſtians who went under the Raman, ot ſome 
other Name. How great theſe "Mileqes were, I. 


It is with regret 1 thus far mos theſe Cale i 
wities: But what ſays the Prophet about the Reſtau : 
ration of the Fews. Let us ſee what Face that de- 
ſolate Country will wear when it ſhall be reſtored. 
It ſball be like Ed or Paradiſe, as Iſaiab informs 
us; and he foretels that the People who ſhall. be 
brought back will be free from every kind of Evil, 
and rejoice with 2 Felicity, (v. 6, 1% Now! 
this State of T here delineated both in a nas 
tural and moral — ſo far tranſcends the 
ſlender Fortune and Felicity of the Fav: after their. 
return from Babylon, that it very much exceeds the 
preſent Force of Nature, and Diſpenſation of Things 
at: this Dey. The Prophet ſpeaks concerning t 
Reſtauration of Paradiſe, and planting the Heavens 
and Earth, as it were, anew. (v. 16.) He deſcribes 
this not only as a State of Indolence, but of ever- 
— for: All Evils of Mind, Body and Fortune 

removed, when all the Ends of the Earth. 

— ſee the Salvation of God. (See c. Iii. 9, 10.) 
Now the Fews never met with ſuch ſeuere Afflicti- 
ons, nor yet ſe great Reſtaurations beſore the time 
of our Saviour. Indeed ſince that time they have 
been in the moſt afflicted Condition, and their Trou- 
bles anſwer to this prophetic Deſcription, Far 
which Reaſon it is neceſlary y chat there be ſome fu- 
rurg- 
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iure Reſtsumtion, which may in like manter be a+ 
greeable to this promiſed Felicity. Y Let us proceed 
do the ſiſty fourth C er e TREND 
| God here offers to the [ſFaclites ſome Conſidera- 
tions to ſtrengthen their Faith, leſt they ſhould de- 
ſpond in their deſerted and oppreſſed Condition. He 
mentions his ancient Love under the GharaQer of a + 
Husband, and teſtifies that whatever chilling Acci- 
— — this 3 revive 
| | petual, . 4, f. 6, 7, 8. remain 
— as the Covenant eſtabliſhed with Noah. 
He farther adds, that tho' the Mountains ſhould de- 
N port, and the Hills be removed, yet he would never 
| depart from the Stability and Strength of his Pro- 
miſe, (v. 9, 10.) They who would take away theſe 
Promiſes from the Jun, ought 1 and 
openly to tell us, who we are to anderſiand by the 
Haand here mentioned, and what is the Signif- 
cation of theſe Phraſes, a Wife of Towth, the Divorce, 
_ and — * Let them — 
conſider the tus of the returning Bride, 
the Promiſes to herand her Children; (v. 11, 
12.) and laſtly, let theſe be compared with the 
Words of the Propher, (c. lix. 20, 21.) as St. 
Paxl expounds them, (Row. zi, 26, 27.) But we 
haſten to the ſixtieth Chapter, wherein many glo- 
rious and magnificent Events are foretold ; but he 
are doubtful ro whom they belong, whether to the. 
Fews or the Chriſtians. As for my Part I ſhould 
willingly include them. both as united in the King- 
dom of the Meſſiah. For almoſt all agree, that p 
Prophet is here diſcourſing concerning the State of 
that Empire, So far, I ſay, it is generally agreed; 
but is diſputed: what Reign of the Meſſiah the Pro- 
2 het has in his view, whether the firſt or the laſt. 
f confeſs there is a great Difference between theſe 
rwa Kingdoms, And ſince St, Johr has taken many 


things | 
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26 Of the Future Reſtauration 


things from this Chapter in his Deſcription 61 the 


State of the New Fernſalem, (Rev. xxi. 23, dh 


25, 26, and xxii. 5.) which is not to but | 
at the ſecond coming of Chriſt, the Glory hos « 


miſed muſt refer to the ſame time; eſpecial 
we have not as yet ſeen theſe Promiſes fulfilled ut 


there ſeem to be room for their Completion ſo long 
#s Antichriſt reigns. The Prophet ſays that all E- 
nemies ſhall be deſtroyed, and all Nations ſhall come 
to Sion, He promiſes that perpetual Peace and 1 
tice ſhall reign there, together with Plenty of all 


good things. * { 
- Theſe moſt excellent and noble Promiſes are ſre- 


quently repeated by the Prophets, and are, alas! 6 
long time _— by us. "1910-1 
Farther, the Tenor of this whole ' Chapter and 


Argument demonſtrates that theſe things concern 


the //aelites, To paſs by the Names of Sion, [arly 
the Sanctuary, Facob, 8c. the her —_— of 
indows, 


the People's returning as Doves to their 
(v. 8.) that is, to their accuſtomed. Seats, or Res 


ceptacles. Thither they fly like Clouds fo ſwift, 
and numerous, that they cover the Face of Heaven; 

The Chaldee Paraphraſt ſeems thus to underſtand 
the Words; Who are they that appear likg the ſifteſs 
Clouds? The Children of Iſrael in their Tranſmigration, 
who are gathered together, and come to their own Land; 
as Doves which return to their Houſes, Now this is 
not applicable to the Chriſtians who have not been 
driven from their Country, and therefore cannot 
well be ſuppoſed to be returning thither. And 
laſtly, the Divine Schechinah, which is twice pro- 


miſed in this Chapter (v. 2, 13.) to return in 
that future State more gloriouſly, has hitherto be- 


longed to the Fes and not to the Chriſtians. 
| This 
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| 4.) Whs i this that com fo 


one of St. 


ile JW. 17 
is connected with thoſe that im- 
mediatel wy. which purſue the fame 2 
and ten on make the Glory of the Ab, and 


the Reſtauration of I/#ael 1 — clear and illuſtrious. 
I ſhould: be tedious if I ſhould take notice of all 


thoſe Particulars which diſtinguiſh Feel from other 


Nations, and their future Condition. Let 
the Reader ſeriouſſy conſider theſe three — 
and be will ſoon n how far they NS 
he ch hird Chap begins hus ( 

e UKty tn ter thus; (v. 2, 3, 
7 Edom, with dizd F: 
4 rags in bis | 
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rel, travelling in is Sagt! 1 that 
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hes. 565 725 fo ets 
ments like bim . Vat ? 


Ibs trodden the Wine-Preſ3 alone, and of the Pio 
pl hiv wage fe mmbage baggy e 


— by Fa them in my Fury, and their 


wy wo" my Garments, and I will 
D pag, nw the Day 


of Vingeance is in 
— and the 838383 Avi» pre 
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ity. of Chriſtian Expoſitors, as well as 
the ancient Few 


, rightly affirm that the Prophet 
here ſpeaks concerning the Meſſiab. Moreover, the 
Words themſelves (compared with the thirty fourth 
Chapter) point out ſome notable Slaughter. I can- 
not but compare this Paſſage of the Prophet with 
by's Viſions, (Rev. xix.) where when 
he had deſcribed a glorious General of a great Army, 
he adds, (v. 13.) Aud he was clothed with a Viſture 
dipt in Blood, and his Name is called, Tas WORD 
os Gord. . 

Whoever denies that is Chriſt himſelf, muſt be 
very Bold, to ſay no worſe. St. farther ſays, 
be. 175 T is he who zreadeth the ay” 5 of — 


4 


Teak | +0 
(SL is 


'\\ 


[| * 
| 
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Fitrreentſi and Wrah God, © (Contpary 
this — the twenty fourth: of this Book, 
19, 204) . „O Sen ot Nat HA! 
. Theſe Deſcriptions ſo well with the Wort 
of [ſaiab, that I' muſt underſtand the Words of them 
both to gefer to the ſame Warrior, and che 
ſame Slaughter: upon which Account they can 
no means be applied to the Babylon/ſh or Aa- 
hrav Times, or any other before the Diſperſion of 
che Children of a; nor do I think it worth 

while to ſpend time in confuting ſuch Opinions. 
But God, or the Prophet moved by his Spirit, 
als Chriſt the Realon why his Garments were ſo 
red, and whence there-came ſo great an Effufion of 
Blood This Colour, this Slaug 
come the mild and immaculate. Lamb of God, as be- 
ing more fuitable to a Wolf, or a Lion ; Chriſt es- 
citly anſwers, that he was deſervedly wrath with 
the Enemies of God, with degenerate Rebels a 
wicked Apoſtates: and their way not to be 
ſpared. I will, ſays he, revenge rhe [njwrier 
: God, as becomes the Lion of Fudah. (Gin. xxix. 
„ 9s I.) * b 
To theſe Sayings the Prophet ſubjoins, that God 
was mindful of the Houſe of I/#ael, (v. 6, 7, and 
was afflicted in all their Afflictions. And then he 
commemorates their Deliverance out of Egypr, 2 

the Angel of his Preſence, ( 9. 9.) or Face, Mo 
being the Sub-adminiſtrator, with mighty Miracles 
and Prodigies; that ſo the /#aelites might not de- 
ſpair of any future Redemption. Laſtly, the Pro- 
phet out moſt ardent Prayers for the Wel⸗ 
fare of /ſFael, and beſeeches God for his tender Mer- 
cies ſake, together with his Omnipotence, and by 
all thoſe Oaths which he had ſworn to their Fathers, 
that altho' Abrahaw was ignorant of them, that he 
would not forget them. Nor is his Zeal quien 
| the 


hter does not be- 
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the ed of God leſs fervent in 
ing Chapter, 7 x ry. Oh that 


rend the Heavens, that thaw would} 
the 2 might fr drm Profence; as 
ben the neelting Fire burweth it canſab the Water te 
boil; and many other terrible and unexpeRed things 
„ which lad us to the E lon of ſome 
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I ſhall only add, that — 
raphraſt, there is in theſe C 
— of the Return of the 
which, had diſep for a conſiderable 
c. Halil. 17, and . iv. 3, 6. 
The Gxty fifth Chapter follows. In which i 
rincipally worthy of Remark, that here is Grſt 
w U mention =. mag #1 made of the new Heavens, 
and the new Eart 
going Prophecies Cod hl wen ee _ 
3. Paradiſe, N with 1 thoſe Bleſſin 
accompanies that State, ſuch as Plenty 
things, abundance of Pleaſure, — 1 
ſhould loſe their Fierceneſs, and ever — 
be eſtabliſhed ; without any Sickneſs, Grief, or 
Moleſtation. Theſe things, I ſays: art often pro» 
miſed, as we have. before obſerved, in going gra» 
dually over the Sermons of this Prophet. (See * 
abovementioned Places, c. ii. 4. XI. 5, 6, 8, 
xxV. 8; Xxx. 13% 249 3s 26. xxxv. thro 
out. li. 16.) 

Having premiſed \this, let us «ttertd to what the 
Prophet adds in this ter. He Prophecies con- 
cerniug the Reſtitution of //atl, (u. 8, 9.) yet he 
does not thereby mean the whole Body of that Peo- 
ple, but « Remnant only like Setd, . as Fr 


Apoſtle lj, 2 they are not all Auel, ove 
2 * x, C) Ay fot — ny were ege- 
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30 Of the Future Reſtautatin 
nerate, and imicated the Manners of the Heathets] 
| he denounces ſevere Threatnings' againſt them} (v. 
11, 12.0 and aſſures them, ene 
5 #nto others, and leave their Names 
aſtly, the true Worſhip of God 
Aub „and the Conditicn of Thin 7 ab ſry 
2 | promiſe that all former Troubles ſhall be 2 
en by his People. (v. 16, 17, 18, 19.) Fr 
(ſays God) I create new Heavens, and a new 
22555 and the former ſhall not be remembred, nor com - 
into Mind. {Cy lad and rejoice for ever in that 
which I create: af 1 x mma = asd Re 0h 
and her People a Foy. And I will rejoice in 
lem, and joy in my People, . and the Voice of Wigs 
Ing' ſball be be' no-more heard in ber, nor . of 
Hor ire two things foretold by God, a Creation 
of a new World; and farthet he ſays, that he will 
rejoice over that new World, and his People at 
ruſalem; and that no Weeping or Lamentation all 
be heard there any more. (Compare tech xxv. 8. 
xxx. 19. With Jer. xxxi. 12.) 
I know there are many Controverſies raiſed about \ 
this new World; e ſpeci whether theſe Prophe« 
cies are to be underſtood concerning the natural as | 


well as the moral World, or only ich regard to 
the latter, there being no Change or Alteration made 
in Nature. This Controverſy is to be decided from 
diverſe Sorts of Arguments; firſt from the Uſe and 
Signification of the Words themſelves, Then from 
the Marks and Characters of this new World, by 
which it is diſtinguiſhed from the former or preſent 3 
and laſtly, from the Explications of other Prophets, 
who treat about the ſame Subject. 

As to the firſt of theſe, it is well known that the 
Fews under the Name of the Heavens and Earth, al- 


ways underſtood the Natwral World, according 8 
na, t 
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the manifeſt Signification of the Words, nor could 
they properly expreſs it by one ſingle Word. As 
to the ſecond, there are many Marks and CharaRers 
in this Deſcription — the 4 which do 
not agree to the preſent one. Here is no perpetual 
far rows are Weeping and Lamentation abſent ; here 
is no ſuch Longevity, nor quiet Dwelling, nor 
ſpontaneous ,Frantfulneſs of the Soil; nor Wi ſuch 
zentleneſs, nor innocent Behaviour of the Beaſts. 
Theſe are the Ornaments and Privileges of the new- 
World, which are entirely different from- the Pro- 
perties of the preſent one. We meet with many of 
theſe things 5 ow in other Prophecies, which 
are here heaped together. (See Hoſea ii. 18. Ames 
ix. 13+ Joel ui. 18. 19 Cc. Mic. iv. 35 Gr.) 
And thus much may ſuffice, as to the Characters 
of the new World. As for what concerns the 
third Head of Arguments, St. Peter and St. Fohbn, 
two ſacred Writers. in the New Teſtament, repeat 
and renew this prophetic Doctrine. The latter ſaw 
this Prophecy fulfilled in a Viſion of the New Je- 
ruſalem. (Rev, xxi. I, 25 dz 4z $4) And I ſaw « 
new Heaven and 4 new Earth, for the firſt Heaven and 
the firſt Earth were paſſed away ; and there wat no more 


Sta. Aud J aw the holy City, new Fernſalem 
coming down from God, ont of Heaven, a4 

for her Hu:tband, And I heard 4 great 
Voice out of Heaven, ing Ke. And G [ball 


Bride ador 
2 

wipe away all Tears, & c. —— And be that ſate upon 
the Throne ſaid; behold I make all things new. | 
'  Jſaiah and St, Jes (ſpeak about the very ſame 
dug as will ſoon appear by comparing their Diſ- 
courles together; they have the ſame New Feraſa- 
lem in their Eye, full of Joy, and free from all Ca- 
lamity, Iſaiah ſays, that the former Heavens and 
Earth ſhall be no more remembred; and St. John af- 
firms that all former things are paſſed away; theſe. 
8 Deſcriptiogʒ 
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34 Of ibe Future Reſtauration - 
Deſcriptions atiſwer as exaRtly' to each: other t 
Pictures of the ſame Face, or two Repreſentation 
of the ſame State of Nature, not drawn indeed by 0 
the ſame Hand, but by Pencils of u like Nature. 
Nor does St. Petey leſs regard this Place of Iſaiah 
when he admoniſhes us (2 Pe. iii. 13. to look for 
new Heavens and a ntw Earth, - fo the PY. 
wiſe of God, Now where hes God promiſed this 
new Creation ſo clearly and fully as in the Prophecy 
of Iſaiah? And if we thus refer. it, we have the 
Apoſtle expounding the Prophet; both of them bes 
ing divinely inſpired. Now the Apoſtle interprets 
this Prophecy of //aiab, concetning the natural aud 
material World; for he ſays that the preſent He 
vens and Earth, which are material, being conſumed 
the World ſhall be renewed, and different Heavens 
and Earth appear of a better Form indeed, but no 
— er I _—_ J. * N 
ly demonſtrated in the foregoing Treatiſe (c. X.) 
Bu: to return again to /ſaiah. s * 
Here the Holy Spirit, in this and the following 
Chapter, ſeems firſt to have opened the Myftery 
new World, and the Prophecies which con- 
cern it. As often as Iſaiab and other Prophets hac 
foretold a Time when all wild Beaſts ſhould become 
ntle, and the Earth bring forth Corn without Law 
ur; when a univerſal Peace and Tranquillity of 
Life ſhould be eſtabliſhed: Laſtly, when the 
of the firſt Paradiſe ſhould be renewed, and the 
Golden Age as it were reſtored. All theſe Ac 
counts were Riddles before the Diſcovery of this 
new World: - Nor as yet have they had . Places, 
nor can they have in this preſent World. But now 
if after the Deſtruction of this World, by the laft 
Conflagration a new one will revive at the ſecoti@- 


coming of the deffiah, what hinders but that the 


new Creation ſhould be according to the Model 4 
the 


, * 
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rhe eval of paradifaical World?” And this be- 
in . — there will ariſe together with the Sas 
| 3 z new Stare of Things, and that Ap- 
pearatice und Conſtitution of Nature which anſwer 
to the Phænomena that were foretold, how won- 
derſul ſoever. Now after what\manner they do ſo, 
and from what Cauſes they ariſe, having already 
ſhewed to the utmoſt of our Capacity in another 
Place *, we ſhall treat no fatther on theſe Heads 
And thus much with Reference to the new Hea- 
vens and the new Earth, and the Phenomena of 
them. The Prophet in the laſt Chapter (Ixvi, ) 
urſues the ſame Path which he had ſo often trodden 
before; arid farther adds, 8 7, 8.) that the Re- 
ſtauration of i would be very ſudden, like the 
ſurpriſe'of a Woman in Travail. But God affords 
her his Succour-'while_Mhe'is in Labour, and after 
ſhe has brought forth, all pious Men will rejvice,. 
(v. 10.) who ſhall be ſatisfied with the Breafs of 
ber,” Conſolations. In the mean time God is no leſs 
wrath with his Enemies, and appears againſt them 
in Whirlwinds, (v. 15.). Fury, and Flames of Fire; 
and in the laſt Event of things, the Seed of Fact 
ſhall always remain, as the new Heavens and the new 
Earth; the impious Enemies of God being for ever 


deſtroyed 


And thus T have, as briefly as I could, conſidered 
what //aiah has ſpoken concerning the Reſtauration 


of the Jews. 
Concerning the Prophet Jeremiah. 


T is generally by All, that the Prophecy of 

Feremiah chiefly regards the Babyloniſh times; and 
treats about the Cauſes and Continuance of that Cap- 
* Theory of * 1 Book II. 


tivity, 
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34 Of the Future Reſtauration 
vity, together with the Deliverance of the. fans 
from ir. Now the Prophet in treating on thele 
Matters, ſometimes takes a long Proſpect to the Days 
of the Meſſiah, with regard both to his firſt and ſe- 
cond Appearance. / Sen 44 £444 3265 0 522 
Neither in my Opinion can ſeveral Paſſages in this 
Prophet be fully made good in their proper Senſe. 
And we ſhall particularly point out thoſe Places 
which concern the IMraclit em. 
We will begin with the twenty third Chapter: 
(v. 5, 6.) I make no doubt but he here diſcourſes - 
about the Meſſiah: But ſome diſpute what coming 
of the Meſſiah he refers to, whether his firſt or 
ſecond. For my part I am willing to take in both. 
In the ſixth Hy ” = —_ Fry i his Days, 
el ll be ſave lſrac ell . 
ow this cannot be underſtood concerning 70 7 
coming of the Meſſiah; ſor N after that time 
the Fews were diſperſed, and greatly afflicted, Je- 
ruſalem being deſtroyed and their Polity diſſolved. 
So that to preſerve the Truth of this Prophecy, it 
is neceſſary that it ſhould be referred to ſome other 
coming of the Meſſiah. EN | 
It is yet more unreaſonable to reſtrain theſe Words 
to the Babyloniſh times; ſince the Prophet obſerves, 
that this Redemption of //7ael will be ſo great, that 
they ſhall no more commemorate their Deliverance 
out of Egypt. Now their Deliverance from the Egyp- 
tian Bondage was incomparably greater than that 
from Babylon, whether you conſider the Number of 
the Perſons redeemed, or the mighty Miracles and 
Wonders worthy to be remembred throughout all 
Ages; now it ſeems unreaſonable that a leſſer Bene- 
fit ſhould exclude the Remembrance of a greater. 
Upon which Confiderations it follows, that there 
is yet ſome future and illuſtrious Reſtauration of 

the Fews to be expected. 
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of he jams. © 57 
ia che twenty fifth Chapter he ſpeaks again of 
the pouring out of the Cup of God's Fury Sag 
2 all Peoples as well Ju as others and on all 
e Kings of the Earth; I fay u, ſince this is 
the ſame Cup mentioned by 1/aiah (c. li: 15.) and 
the Pſalmiſt, (P.. bxxve g.) from whence we may 
draw the Explication of this ſortow ful Prophecy. 
which I only note by the way. 
In the thirtieth Chapter the Reſtitution of 1 el 
| and Judah to the Land given their Fathers; that 
oy may poſſeſs it, is again promiſed; (v. 3.) To 
poſſeſs it indeed, but after Afflictions and Sorrows, 
| as thoſe of a Woman in Travail; (v. 6, 5, 8, 
9.) from which, notwithſtanding, they ſhall be de- 
livered in the great Day, the Yoke! of Strangers be- 
ing broken, and their Chains burſt aſſunder; tieis 
ther; ſays he; ſhall they ferve them any more, bit they 
ſerve the Lord their God, and David their King, 
whom he ſhall raiſe up unto them; By David I un- 
derſtand the Meſſiah, as moſt Expoſitors alſo do. 
Therefote in ſome time of his, the ou ſhall ſhake 
off the Yoke and Bands, which have been impoſed on 
thetn by Foreigners. Now this did not fall out ar 
the rt coming of the Meſſiah ; on the contrary 
theit Yoke was at that very time made heavier, and 
their _ more ſevere: _ what follows in this 
Prophet; Therefore fear not than, O my Servant Ja- 
| — (v. 10.) . be diſmayed, 0 Tel 7 lo 
I will ſave thee from afar, and thy Seed from the Land 
of their Captivity, and Jacob ſhall return and be in reſt 
and quiet, and none ſball make him afraid; He is here 
as yet diſeourſing about the times of the Meſſiahy 
not the Babyleniſh ones; for Iſrael was not in that 
Captivity, nor reckoned among the Number of the 
People who were brought back. Moreover the Pro- S 
pher ſpeaks of thoſe things which were to come to | 
pals (v. 23, 24-) in the latter Days, and concern- 
| 5D 2 ing 
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36 Of the Future Reſtauration 
ing the laſt Captivity of the Jaut, out of which 
when they were once delivered, they ſhould never 
more be brought under Bondage to any Strangers. 
(v. 8.) And laſtly of a devouring Fury and impe- 
tuous Whirlwind, which ſhall conſume the Enemies 
of God and his People. (v. 16, 23. compared with 
c. xxiii. 19, 20. £4 ; SN OCOKA I * 
In the thirty firſt Chapter the Prophet diſcourſes 
at large about the Revocation of 1/ael and Ephraim, 
in Words denoting the utmoſt Affection and Ten- 
derneſs. But he lets them know that Repentance 
muſt go along with it, and the new Law be written 
in their Hearts, that ſo. they may all ſincerely ind 
inwardly know the Lord. Moreover God declares 
that bis Promiſes are no leſs firm than the Ordinances 
of Heaven, or the Nature of Things. (v. 35, 36 
37. See c. xxxiii. 20, 21. and 1{aiah liv. 47 ens 
In the thirty third Chapter, the Prophet returns 
to the ſame Argument about the Reſtauration of 
and Iſrael, and that in the Days of the Meſ- 
frah, (v. 15, 16.) which I ſhall leave to the Rea- 
der's Conſideration, that I may not too often re- 
peat the ſame things. Alſo this Prophet in another 
Place promiſes (c. xlvi. 27, 28.) the Iffaelites, that 
after they have been deſervedly puniſhed, for theit 
Sins, they ſhall at length be reſtored to Peace and 
Tranquillity, the Nations whither they were driven 
being diſſipated. Compare Iſaiabh xli. 13, Cc. xliii. 
5, Cc. and Ixiv. 2. xxx. TO, 31. Bs 
Having made theſe brief Obſervations, with re- 
ference to Feremiah's Prophecies, about the Reſtau- 
ration of the Fews, we ſhall proceed to Ezekiel. 
Now this Prophet being carried away to Babylon, 
propheſied in that Captivity ; nor have any other 
of the Prophets uttered ſtrange Viſions or Prophe- 
cies. But we ſhall only touch upon thoſe which, 
ſeem to refer to ſome Reſtitution of the 2 
5 cer 
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after their Deliverance from Babjlov. For whi 
Reaſon, and that we may avoid Diſputes, we ſh 
paſs directly to the thirty; fourth Chapter; which 
treats of the Reſtauration of the Fews, under. the 
Government and Reign of the Agfa (v. 8, 
23. 24.) or David the King. We find that 
under his Protection the Yoak of the Gentiles being 
thrown off, the Fews ſhall live ſafe and happy, 
without being moleſted with noxious wild Beal 
or Enemies of any Sort; and ſhall paſs their Days 
in the profoundeſt Peace, and the utmoſt Plenty. 
The Prophet mentions all theſe Circumſtances in this 
Chapter from the twenty fifth Verſe to the End, 
in the moſt ſignificant and copious Expreſſions. Com- 
Pare them with chap. XV1. 60, 61, S Co XX. 33» 


Cc. | | 
In the thirty ſeventh Chapter we have an Ac- 
count of the Reſurrection, and quickning of the dry 
Bones; in which Repreſentation the Prophet gives a 
very lively View of the Reſtauration of the Band 
being as it were a Reſurrection from the Dead. 
Compare Iſaiah xxvi. 19. with Rom. xi. 15. Al- 
ſo a real and literal Reſurrection is here ſhadowed 
only ; and if you underſtand it of the firſt, I think 
it will not be far diſtant from the Time of the eu- 
iſþ Reſtauration, For both theſe times ſeemed ro 
be connected by Daniel, (c. xii. 1.) where Michael 
is ſaid to deliver the Children of el from their 
extremeſt Troubles ; the great Prince who ſtandeth 
for the Children of thy People. PEE 
Theſe Words were ſpoken to Daniel about the 
Reſtauration of the Fews; and then a proper and 
literal Reſurrection is ſubjoined, as immediately to 
follow, (v. 2.) Aud many that in the Duſt of 
the Earth ſball awake, &c. Thus far Daniel. But 
we muſt enquire concerning what Reſtauration of 


Iſradl, Exkjel is here diſcourſing, according to the 
| J e | expreſs 
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expreſs Tenor of his Words; he ſays that at that 


was prefigured by the joining of two Sticks roge 


ther. (v. 15.) He adds, that this Union will bp. 
= under David their King. (v. 24.) This denotes, 
c 2 


E. 
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time Fudah and carl ſhall be united; and this Une 


7 


I miſtake not, ſome time which is yet future. 


And if you are defirous of knowing the State and 
Characters of that future time, under the Reign of 
David the King, hear what follows in the fame Pro- 
Phet, (e xxxvii. 25, 26, 29, 28.) Aud they (he 


is ſpeaking of the Iſraelites) ſhall dwell in the Land | 


that I have given unto Jacob my Servant, wherein your 
Fathers have dwelt, and they ſhall awell therein, even 
hey and their Children, and their Childrew's Childres 
ever, and my Servant David ſhall be their Prince 

for ever. Moreover I will make a Covenant of Peace 
with them, it ſhall be an everlaſting Covenant with them, 
and I will place them and multiply them, and will ſet my 


Saul uary in the midſt of them for evermore. My Ta- 


bernacle alſo ſhall be with them: yea 1 will be their | 
God, and wy ſhall be my People. And the Heathen 
ſhall know that I the Lord do ſantify Iſrael, when 


my Sanctuary ſhall be in the midſt of them for ever: | 


More. 5 

The Land of Cauaan is here promiſed to the Jun 
for an Habitation under David the Servant of God, 
and their Prince. And then a Covenant of 


tual Peace is made with them; and the Taberndcle 


and Sanctuary of God placed in the midſt of them 


for ever. And hence the Heathens will know that 


God _ for ever ſanRify =_ . 

The Fews may expect theſe mighty Privil 
in the Rein of the Meſſiah, — ho — 
as yet been fulfilled. That they are not come to 
paſs is evident to all who by David the King un- 
Herſtand the Meſſiah. And St. John in his Deſcrip- 
tion of the new Teruſalem (Rev. xxi, 3.) repeats 


thoſe 
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5 - thoſe things which are ſpoken about the Taberna- 
cle of « which' was fixed in the midſt of them 
(which the Chaldee Paraphtaſt rightly expounds con- 
cerning the majeſtic Preſence of God, ) therefore 
they belong to the ſame State and Time; and as 

et are not fulfilled, but, eng es the ſame St. 
— are to take place after the ſubduing of Anti- 
Chrit. . 5 
But to proceed, the two following Chapters 
(xxxviii, and xxxix) of Ezekiel, are . u Vieh 
an Account of Gog and Hay » and of a dreadful 
Wir undertaken by them ag al Iſrael and the Peo- 
le of God in the latter Days. Bũt theſe Enemies 
ing overthftown by the Vengeance of Heaven, 
and with an immenſe Slaughter, God renews his 
| Promiſes to the //#aelites, and aſſures them that by 
| the pouring out of his Spirit upon the Houſe of 
Iſrael, he will for ever * — them. (v. 23. See 
Joel ii. 28. and Zech. xii. 10.) | 
IF All 1 are 3 in their Expoſitions 
15 of the War by Gog a og; and no wonder if 
om they deſcend ro Particulars. In general we may ob- 
ſerve from this and other Prophecies, that a great 
and bloody War will preceed the End of this World, 
and the ſupreme Redemption of the Iſraelites and 
People of God. This general Redemption of the 
Pious, and divine Vengeance on wicked Men, which 
is to be diſplayed in the latter Days, 4s varioufly 
prefigured in the prophetic Writings. Here, under 
the Name of a War, or wicked Rebellion, and 
fighting againſt God, as in the Song of Meſes, ¶Deur. 
xxxii. 41, 42, 43.) other Prophecies are of a like 
Nature with this Place, (I/ xxiv, and Ixiii. Joel 
ti. 10. Micha iv. 11. Zeph. iii. 8. Zech. xiv. 
Rey. xvi.) Elſewhere this ſame State and Time 
ſeem to be repreſented under the Name of the Or 


of the Indignation of God, to be poured out upon 3 
24 Nations 
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C. and Ixxv. 8 , Jer. xxv. I 1. xiv. 785 More» 
over this Judgment or laſt Revenge of God upon 
his Enemies, is ſometimes repreſented. in the Nature 
of a Whirlwind or Teogel, or Fire and Sulphur, 
(Fer. xxx. 23, 24+ P/. xi. 6.) And Ezekiel in 
this Place takes notice that about this ſame time there 
will' be a general Perturbation and Confuſion of 
Nature. (v. 18, 19, 20.) Now as yet. we have 
ſeen no Cataſtrophes of this kind, either in the Na- 
ture of things or human Affairs; therefore theſe 
things ſeem naturally to refer to the End of this pre» 
ſent World; when the obſtinate Enemies of God 
are to be conſumed with Fire and Tempeſts at the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt. (Compare 2 Theſe i. 7. 
8, 9, Cc. 2 Pet. iii. 7. Rev. xi. 19.) 

But when theſe things are accompliſhed, what 
ſhall become of Irael? They ſhall be reſtored, ſays 
the Prophet, to their own Country. (v. 28.) And 
at laſt? cloſes the Prophecy with theſe Words, Nei- 
ther will I hide my Face any more from then: fi 
Ow 1 out my Spirit upon the Houſe of 
the Lora. | 


You ſee the Prophet here ſpeaks, about the laſt 


Diſperſion or Deſolation of Iſrael; ſince their final 


and perpetual Reſtitution is to follow; together 
with the Manifeſtation of the Face of God, or his 
majeſtic Preſence ; for ſo this Place is expounded by 
the Chaldee Paraphraſt. | 2a 
Thus far as to our Argument; I know not whe- 
ther we ought here to recal to memory theſe Wordt 
of the Prophet, Art thow be (c. xxxviii. 17.) 
(ſpeaking of Gog and Mageg) of whom I have ſpoken in 
old times by my Servants the Prophets of Iſrael, which . 
propheſied in thoſe * many Tears, that I would bring 


— 


Now, 


Cd 


New 2 of the ancient * is 
) belides Ezakjel, exprelly ſpeak 
geg s ACE IH But as to the thing fig» 
or the ion of God's Enemies by ex- 
— 2 the latter Days, many Ob» 
ſervations (as we have before obſerved) are to be 
met with both in the more ancient and later Prophets. 
And I think this Place of Ezekiel is to be inter- 
preted after this manner. But I. paſs by theſe, and 
the Prophecies of Ezekiel about the Reſtauration of 
Iſ7ael. Neither ſhall I now take any notice of thoſe 
things which follow in Ezekiel, they being, alas ! 
very obſcure, but wait till à fuller Light -ſhall 

e. . f 

Daniel comes after Ezekyel, in whoſe Prophecy we 
meet with ſome things, tho' not ſo many which 
concern our Argument. He often ſpeaks about the 
Kingdom of God, which is to be erected in the lat» 
ter Days, and to be delivered into the Hand of the 
Son of Man, and his holy People. At kngth he 
mentions a mighty Confli& (c. xi.) between the 
Kings of the South and the North, by whom the 
Iſraelites would be reduced to great Diſtreſs, and at 
laſt delivered by Michael their Prince. (c. xii. 1.) 
Then there follows the Reſurrection of many, which, 
agreeably to other Prophecies I underſtand to have 
a ReſpeR to- the firſt Reſurrection. The other 
Matters hefe treated of, are about the Compurations 
of Times till the fixed End, which is foreign to 
our preſent Deſign. But God clearly ſhews that 
the Diſperſion of the Fews ſhall ar length have an 
End; nor can the Diſperſion be otherwiſe finiſhed 
than by a Recollection of the People diſperſed. 
Therefore the 1/raclites will be recollected after a 
Time, Times, and an half, whereſoever this Myſtical 
Period isto begin or terminate, Laſtly, God aſſures 


Dae: thet be. houls Jane bn Be Leu the End of 
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_ the Days. Which Conſummation I willingly ug- 
gderſtand (with diverſe of the uu) concerning the 


onde R270” 131", when all things ha, 
reſtored. Let us now proceed to the minor 


\ ? 


Prophets. 


SxcTtion II. 


N the prophetic Hiſtory of future times (as we 
have before abſerved) we often meet with two 
general Heads, which are alternately repeated, a State 
of War, and a State of Peace; or to ſpeak more 
fully, a calamitous Condition, whether it be Cap- 
tivity or Exile, and thoſe Evils which accompan 
them; or an openand bloody War, And then fol. 
lows a blefſed Peace; which Name comprehends not 
only an Immunity from War, but alſo all manner 
of Delight and Profperity, as well Temporal as Spi- 
ritual. Contrary and extreme Eſtates are frequently 
drawn by the Prophets in the moſt lively Colours, 
and. moſt pathetic Diſcourſes. But we muſt en- 
quire how far theſe Prophecies concern the Ius or 
other Nations; and what times, whether paſt or 
future, the Prophets refer to. 
We will begin with Hoſea, in whoſe m_—_ 
the following Places are to be taken notice of. In 
his firſt Chapter (v. 7.) we find theſe Words. But 
I will have Mercy upon the Houſe of „ and will 
ſave them by the Lord their God, The Prophet here 
ſeems particularly to refer to Judah; but in the 
tenth and eleventh Verſes, it follows ; Tet the Num- 
her of the Children of Iſrael ſhall be as the Sand of the 
Sea, which cannot be meaſwred nor numbred ; 3 — 
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e 10 paſt, that in the Plage where it was ſaid 
28 7 55 thee is ſhall be 
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laren of Iſrael be 
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joined together, and the Bleſſing equally prom 
to both. But this — not he us 7 . time 
of the Deliverance from the Babyloniſh Captivity, 
nor has it yet happened ſince that time. It there- 
reduc to | fulfilled in. the Kingdom of the 
Meſſub, 
We obſerveqd, th this Promiſe was not fulfilled 
by the Deliverance from Babylon ; whether we con- 
ſider the Nations which returned at that time, or 
their Number, or their Head, and Captain. The 
ten Tribes, whom the Prophet here diſtinguiſhes 
by the Name of //ael, did not return into their 
own Country gt the End of the Captivity. Exra 
mentions only the Tribes of and Benjamin. 
c 1. 5.) Perhaps you will y. that indeed they 
id not go up by Hundreds, % 'or in Troops, like 
the two Tubes beforementioned, but that there 
mw more of theſe mingled with others, who eſ- 
from the Afhrian Captivity, and joined them- 

Fr au to the 7 x. But ſacred Hiſtory mentions 
only thoſe = Nebuchaduez.z.r had carried awa 
(Ezra ii. 1. Nebem. vii. 6.) Now this wou 
not have been proper, if we muſt add to them any 
Remains of the ten Tribes, 

You ſee that the Number of the whole Fewiſb 
Nation, which returned from Babylon, did not a- 
mount to fifty thouſand, according to the Compu- 
tation of Ezra, (c. ii. 64, 65.) and Nehemiah. (o. 
ji, 66, 67.) Now hoy inconſiderable a N umber 
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is this, if it be compared with the Number of 
People, taken by David's order, (2 Saw. xxiv. 9.) 
or with that indefinite Eſtimation, which the Pro- 
phet here uſes when he ſays, Aud ie Number .of 
Judah and 1/racl ſhall be as the Sand of the Sea, whi 
cannot be meaſured nor numbred, and they ſhall cond 
wp out of the Land together: that is, whither they 
were diſperſed. Now fifty thouſand Men may ea» 
fily be, numbred; nor is it probable that the Pros 
phet would have compared ſo ſmall a Number to 
the Sand of the Sea, by which we uſed to denote 
innumerable Multitudes. Thus God ſaid, that be 
would multiply the Seed of Abraham as the Sand of the 
Sea, (Gen. Xxii. 17.) to which Place the Prophet 
here ſeems to allude, uſing the ſame Phraſeology. 
Thus much as to the Number and Tribes. There 
remains a third Obſervation, Aud : ; 


| appoint 
themſelves one Head. Some here w — Zerub. 
babel to be underſtood, who was the Captain of the 
People, who returned from Babylon. But this in- 
terpretation leans on a falſe Hypotheſis, or at leaſt 
on what is not granted, viz. that the Prophet has 
here nothing in his Eye, beyond the Reſtauration 
from Babylon. Now we have ſhewed, if I miſtake 
not, that That Reduction does not anſwer or prove 
adequate to the Words or Deſign of this Prophecy, 
and Zerubbabel died before any other Deliverance - 
happened to the us. We readily grant that Ze- 
— was a Type of the Aaeſſiah, and that De- 
liverance a Figure of a greater and future one under 
the Miah; but it was not the only and ultimate 
Article which the Prophet deſigned to point out: 
The Chaldee Paraphraſt adds here by way of Inter- 
retation, they foal appoint themſelves one Prince 
of the Houſe of David, which Expreſſion uſually 


denotes the Meſſiah, by way of Eminence. * 
2 
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the generality of Expoſitars, as well Jewiſh: as 
Chriſtian, agree in the fame Expoſition. -- g 
Some of thoſe 'who- refer this Promiſe to the 

times of the Maſtab, are of Opinion, that it was 
fulfilled in the Callin; and Converſion of many Fews 
ar Chriſt's firſt Appearance, and in the Beginning | 
of the Goſpel.” But I think there are many Con- 
ſiderations which may hinder us from believing t r 
this Prophecy then met with its full Com 

For what Aſſembly of the aus do we find at this 
time? What ſolemn and joyful Sen” Where 
was their Aſcenſion to che Land of 
ſalem? Or where ſuch great rr ws to be 
compared to the Sand of the Sea? 

As to what concerns the Multitude, bebe ſome 
may fay, that all the Faithful were then reckoned 
Iſraclites, and the Seed of Abraham, altho” they were 
originally wks > ners and Heathens. I anſwer; it is 
true — as to the Divine — — all ſuch were 
accounted /fackres ; but the Prophet princi 
ſpeaks concerning the native Hebrews, — 
Judah, and Iſrael, the ten Tribes, and the two Tribes, 
and the Union of them. In a Word, he ow 
about a People deſtitute and forſaken, which is not 

ſo agreeable ro the Gentiles; yet we do not intend 
to exclude the Gentiles (fince Part of this Prophe- 
cy is accommodated to them by St. Paw!) (Rom. ix. 
25, 26.) nor do we imagine that ever — 
Perſon among the Fews is included, but only 26 
many of them as ſhall acknowledge Feſws of Naza- 
reth to be the true Meſſiah (either at his firſt or 
ſecond Appearance) and ſhall cleave unto him. In 
fine, Hoſea here treats about ſome notable Reſtau- 
ration © Judah and Iſrael, (not to be brought about 
Fi Do and minutely, but at once, ſince great 

e the Day of Fexreel) which for the Reaſons above» 
mentioned 


\ 
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entioned ſtems very probably not to be ecco 
pliſhed. een etz n 61 dts l 1, 
' The Prophet in the ſecond Chapter (from the 
14˙ Verſe to the End) purſues the face Subject aß 
the Reſtauration, and adorns it with ſo many 
that we cannot well refer it — | 


Privileges, 
Eſtate of the Jews. The Prophet promiſes the 
profoundeſt Peace and Security, abundance of all 
things, and that Heaven and Earth ſhall be propi- 
tious to them; and laſtly, that God the Fountain 
of all Bleſſings, will be their Friend and Director. 
The Prophet's Diſcourſe on theſe Heads is too long 
to tranſeribe here, and may better be conſulted by 
the Reader at his Leiſure e. 
The ſatne Prophet thus deſcribes the deſolate Con- 
dition of the Ifraelies, when they were deſtitute of 
Government, and ſacred Rites for many Days, (c. 
iti. 4.) For the Children of Iſtael ſÞall abide 22 
Days without a King, and without a Prince; and with- 
out a Sacrifice, and without an Image, and without au 
Ephod, and without Teraphim. | Roy 
However you underſtand the latter Part of theſe 
Words, they muſt be referred to ſacred Things, as 
the former to Political. You ſee the Fews were for 
a long time deprived of both, but what follows } 
Shall this Deſolation continue for ever? by no 
means, for the Prophet adds (v. 5.) Afterward ſhall 
the Children of Iſrael return, and ſeck the Lord their 
God, and David their King, and ſhall fear the Lord; 
and his Goodneſs in the latter Days. | 
The more celebrated Expoſitors, as well among 
the Fews as the Chriſtians, by David the King, here 
underſtand the Son of David, by way of Eminency, 
— fo the Meſſiah, who is by the Prophets fre- 
quemly ſtyled David, or King David, as we have 
before obſerved. Now this being laid as a Foun- 
dude, the Conſequence will be, that the Jew? 
* 
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will at laſt return and embrace the 24eſiah; and 
that in the latter Days, after long Delays and Mi- 
ſeries. . Now if theſe things are ſo, what have we 
to do with Zerwbbabel in of the Meſſiah? or 
how can theſe Prophecies be reſtrained to the Ba 
hniſh Captivity and Deliverance 3 This indeed has 
been done by the very learned H. Grotius, deſervedly 
famous for his Comments on the Evangelical Wri- 
tings, but leſs diſcerning (in my Opinion) in his 


Expoſition of the hets : He often puts Zerwb- 


babel in the Rog 0 . — endeavours 
to accommodate the B ;{þ Tranſactions to every 
Place and Time, — paſt or future; contrary 
to the Tenor of the Prophecies, as we have before 
Ihewed. It ſeems alſo that thoſe things which the 
Prophet mentions in the eleventh Chapter (v. 8, 9» 
10, 11.) are to be preferred to the Reſtauration of 
in the fourteenth 
Chapter (v. 4, 5-) about their flouriſhing Eſtate, 
and being watered with the Dew of Heaven. 

Thus much for Hoſea. Joel follows in Canoni- 
cal Order: But Ames is eſteemed more ancient; 
and he is chiefly taken up in denouncing Slaughter 
and Puniſhment, as well againſt Gentiles as dege- 
nerate and (as it were) deſecrated Vet in the 
End of his Prophecy, he promiſes after the great 
Deſolation, that the Tabernacle of David ſhould be 
reſtored, and the Breaches thereof cloſed. And that 
they ſhould extend their Poſſeſſions thro the Land 
of Edom, and of all the Heathen: And laſtly a per- 
petual Peace, and Plenty of all things. The Words 
of the Prophet are theſe. (c. ix. 11, 12.) 

In that Day will I raiſe up the Tabernacle of David 
that is fallen, and cloſe wp the Breaches thereof ; and I 
will raiſe up his Ruins, and [ will build it as in the Days 
of old, that they may poſſeſs the Remnant of Edom, and 
of all the Hearhen which are called by Name, 2 


. 
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Lud, that derb this." (He then difcourſes abouf 
Peace, and Plenty of good in 
- Behold the Days come, faith the Lerd Ay 13, 1 | 
15.) cha the Plan ſhall overtake the Pi oe 
the Treader 'of Grages, him that ſaweth Seed; and: 
8 Wint, and all the Hill ſhalt 
And 7 l bring again the C. E 
= of Iſrael, and they fat build the 2 
inhabit them; and they ſpall plant 

drink the Wine thereof; they ſhall alſ6 
A ene 
their Laud, and they ſhall no more be pulled up out of 
their Land which I have given them, ſaith the Lord 
God, 
1 here a b Portion, and noble Promiſes! 
like a perpetual Spring after a ſharp Winter. Bur 
. we muſt enquire to whom theſe Promiſes belong; 
and then at what time they have been fulfilled, or 
remain to be accompliſhed. Now it is plain 


that they principally concern the Ius, under ho 
The 


Name J comprehend both [fart and Judah. 
Prophet delivered this Sermon to the People of the 
Fews, to them he directed his Diſcourſe, and treated 
about their Affairs. Theſe Bleſſin 9 here promiſed 
belong to the fame Perſons againſt whom he had 
before denounced Tdgments in in the former Part of 
the Chapter. And the * and the Red 

tion are 2 of the ſame People, where the 
_ was given, there alſo was the Remedy ap- 
pled, 
: Now if theſe illuſtrious Promiſes belong to the 
Jews, ſay, at what time were they accompliſhed,” 
Not at the Deliverance from the BabyloniſÞ Capti- 
vity; for then there was no ſuch joyful Face of 
things, as the Prophet here — either with 
reſpect to Nature or Fortune. The Fews were for 
a long time hindered and interrupted, while they 

2 


were 
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were rebuilding their Temple and City, and mol 
by their neighbouring Enemies. And when they 


| had, according to their Ability, rebuilt their Tem- 


ple, this fecond Structure not only fell ſhort of the 
former in Magnificence, but alſo wanted the Sche- 
thinah, and other illuſtrious Monuments of the di- 
vine Favour. And preſently from that time, even 
cill the Days of our Saviour, all Prophecy, and 


every eminent and ſingular Gift of that Nation, 


ceaſ; d. 


ſtruggled with many and great Inconveniencies un- 
der the Kings of Syria, that they could ſcarce gain 
a breathing time, or reſpite, from theſe Moleſtations. 
At laſt wa Bro driven from their Country, and 
diſperſed all over the World. Beſides I muſt again 
obſerve, that this Deliverance from Babylon was nor 
univerſal, Gnce thoſe who were then brought back 
made up but a little, or no Part of /Fael. If you 
compare. this with the Words of the Prophet, you 


will ſee that it is ſo far from anſwering every Part 


of. the I that it will indeed agree with no 
ir 


ſingle Branch of it. | 
Therefore this Prophecy, fo far as it concerns the 
Fews, has not been fulfilled. But this Prediction 
of Amos is ſuppoſed to be referred by St. James 
in an Apoſtolical Synod (Acts xv. 13, Cc.) to the 
Converſion of the Gentiles. But he has not ſo far 
reſtrained it ſo as to exclude the Fews. St. Fames 
affirms, that the Gentiles are to be called firſt (agree- 
able to thoſe firſt Fruits exhibited by St. Peter) as 
the Prophets witneſſed. And that afterwards the Ta- 
bernacle of David is to be raiſed, and the reſidue 
of the Nations to be gathered together. Theſe things 
we willingly grant; yet I cannot therefore believe, 
rhat all the Parts of this Prophecy of Amos were 
fulfilled by this — of the Gentiles. There 
| are 
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Beſided, 23 we have before obſerved, the Jews 
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$o Of the Future Reſtauration | 
= mere none but will acknowledge, that this PrediQiog 
AZeoes in ſome meaſure concern the Fews; I * 
1 8 indeed, that it does principally regard them, 

others but in a ſecondary manner. For the Prophet 
at firſt ſpeaks concerning a great Deſolation (v. 8.) 
and about a Reduction from a State of Captivity. ' - 
Now how do theſe things agree with the 8 | 
How can they be drawn or wreſted to their State:? 
Beſides, the Prophet ſpeaks concerning Breaches 
and Ruins, and afterwards about rebuilding and 
reſtoring them to a former Condition. - What has 
this to do with the Gentiles, either already con- 
verted, or that are yet to be turned. 
Here is mention made of the Reſtitution of Strue- 
tures and Cities to their former Condition. Now 
if it be underſtood concerning the Gentiles, I ask 
to what ancient State did they return, by the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel? they certainly came to one en- 
tirely new, having altogether forſaken their ancient 
Cuſtoms, I do not here inſiſt upon the Promiſe 
that their Fortunes ſhall be reſtored, and all. thi 
become more delightful, Now thoſe among the 
Heathens who embraced the Chriſtian Faith at the 
ſame time alſo, were obliged to take .Þ the Croſs 
of Chriſt, and ſo rendered themſelves leſs capable of 
public Honours and Preferments; becoming by that 
very Action obnoxious to the fierceſt Perſecutions. 
Let us repeat the laſt Verſe of the Prophet; And I 
will plant them their Land, and they ſhall no more 
be pulled up out of their Land, which I have given them, 
ſaith the Lord thy God. Thus much as to Amos. 

The Prophet Joel forewarns the Fews of thoſe 

future Evils which hung over them by reaſon of 
their Iniquities, and exhorts them to faſting and 
Repentance. And after he has mentioned many 
Judgments of God, he ſhews that the Deity would 
yet be propitious, and the State of the Fews be. 


come 
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but fir bis Land, and pity his People : yea the Lord 
will anſwer, and ſay unto his People, Behold I will ſen4 
you Corn, and Wine, awd Oil, and ye ſball be ſatisfied 
therewith : ad I will no more maks you a Keproach 
' the Heathen, &c. And 4. repeating the 


fame matter he ſays, (v. 26, 27.) Je ſhall ea 


and be ſatisfied and prai the Namme the Lord 
God that — de nds y/ly cot fr yas ya 
People ſhall never be aſhamed, or cnet) 37 
ſhall not at preſent conſider the Import of theſe 
Phraſes, ſince they ſo often occur.in the Writings 
of the Prophets, and make as it were a ſort of pro- 
phetie Common Place. I underſtand that the ue 
are here promiſed future Liberty, and abundance of 
all good things, nor ſhall theſe Bleſſings be any 
more taken away. 

But perhaps you will ſay the uſe and value of 
temporal things, is but very mean, ering 
and inſignificant, unleſs they are joined with ſ 
rual, I grant it, therefore we find a Promiſe of 
theſe molt holy Gifts going along with them. Aud 
it come to paſs (ſays the pan. (v. 28, 29.) 
2 — — will pour out rit upon all ** 
and your Danghters ſhall prophe — old Men ſha 
dream Sou. ox your young Men 2 all ſee Viſions. And 
p 2 3 * upon the Hand-maids in 

* 


plied this 7 Prophecy to the 
Efuk on wy - Holy Spirit on the Apoſtles. - And 
indeed very properly. For that was an illuſtrious 
Demonſtration of divine Power. But he did not 
thereby exclude the furure Completions of the ſame 
Prophecy. Let us hear what follows in the ſame 


Prophet; (v. 30, 31.) And I will ſhew wonders in 


the Heavens, and in the Earth, Blood, and Fire, and 
Pillars of Smoks. The Sun 4s be turned into = 
1, 
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52 Of the Future Reſtauration 
a Day of the Lord ee tr thi 
accompliſhed on the Effuſion of the Holy G | 


on the Apoſtles} Surely no Man 9 aſſert 
Therefore what great and terrible Day of the Lori 


it. 
is it which the Prophet here points out? If this 
World is to be conſumed by Fire, as St. Per en- 
preſly teaches us in his ſecond Epiſtle, (c, Jil. 2 
10, 12.) and St. Pam alſo affirms in his firſt Ep 
to the Tbeſſaloniani, (c. i. 7.) ſych Signs us theſe 
we are ſpeaking of will neceſſarily go before and te- 
8 the univerſal Conflagration, when all Ne- 
ture ſhall be diſſolved, as we have elſewhere ſhewn N. 
Our Saviour alſo tells us of the ſame Prodigies which 
are to appear before the coming of the Son of Man 
in the Clouds of Heaven, (Matt. xxiv. 29, 30s 
31.) which I can no other ways interpret than with 
reference to his ſecond Advent, at the End of the 
World. There yet therefore remains a farther Com- 
letion of the ſame Promiſe toward the End of the 
World, when that great Day of the Lord ſhall ap- 
8 which ſhall burn like a Furnace againſt t 
icked, and ſhall devour them as Stybblez but 
to the Pious it ſhall be like the riſing Sun with re- 
freſhing and ſalutary Rays; as the Prophet Aalacli 
obſerves. (c. iv.) Having made theſe Remarks it 
appears, that the Interpretation of the 9 x. 
have irs full force, and yer according to the Wor 
of Joel we may look for an Effuſion of the Holy 
Spirit on the Jews in the latter Days; nor only on 
the , but on the Gentiles alſo, for it follows 
in the ſame Prophet, And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of the Lord (that is 
the Meſſiah, with a true Faith and upright Mind) 
ſhall be delivered; for in Mount Sion, — in Feruſa · 


* Theory of the Earth, Book III. Chap. 2. 
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lem, ſpall "be Deliverante, at the Lord hath ſaid, . 


in the Renmniant whom the Lord ſhall call. 
Theſe things eminently reſpeR the Tw. This 
— * in ry er Cha — after the bring · 
the vity o a ruſalems, pro- 
claims a dread Wo beret th Uk 
tiles and then in the cloſe of his Prophecy he my. 
miſes the u, that they ſhall be in a happy Con- 
dition, which ſhall endure for ever. (v. 18, to the 
end.) But we muſt take ſome farther Notice of this 
ot Wir, mentioned by the Prophet. It will 
d like Thunder throughout the World, and 
flaſh around it like Lightning. The Apparatus and 
Denunciation of this War are ſo very ſolemn, the 
Troops of the Warriors ſo numerous, and the Slaugh- 
ter ſo diſmal, that they can ſcarcely be repreſented 
in any Words different from thoſe of the Propher, 
who has thus defcribed them. (v. ee e Pro- 
claim ye this among the Gentiles; prepare War, wakes 
ap the mighty Men, let all the Men of War draw near, 
let them come np. Beat your Plow-ſhears into Swords, 
and your Pruning*hooks into Spears; let the — /y 
1 am ſirong. your ſelves, and cone all je 
Heathen, and 9 Jo ſelves together round about ; 
thither cauſe the mighty ones to come down, O Lord. 
2 5 cn raping ook and come a roof 
0 : for there will I fit to judge all thi 
be e 4. Put ye in the Sickle, for the 
Harveſt is ripe ; tome get yon down, for the Preſs is 
full, the Lats overflow, for their Miclgdueſi i] great. 
Multitudes, Multitudes, in the Valley of Deciſion : for 
the Day of the Lord is neur, in the Va'ley of Deciſion. 
The Sun and the Moon ſbuil be darkned, and the Stars 
ſhall withdraw their ſhining. The Lord alſo ſhall roar 
ont of Sion, and utter bis Voice from Feruſalem, and the 
Heavens and the Earth ſhall ſhake ; but the Lord will 
be the Hope of his People, _ the Strength of the w_ 
RY — 
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tand the Gen- 
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your God, N in Sion, my boly Moumain : then 
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dren of Iſrael. So ſpall ye know that I an the Lend 


ſhall Fern boly, and there ſhall no Strangers 
paſi thro' an more. TT 40» OP Ws ug 
| That we may underſtand this Prophecy, we muſt 
firſt of all enquire about what War, the Prophet 
here ſpeaks; Whether of one paſt or future? And 
afterwards we muſt conſider what Place and P 


alem 
er 


are here referred to. And laſtly, what State of 


things he points out after the War is finiſhed : As 
to the firſt of theſe, which is the time of this War, 
it is without Diſpute, that it was not paſt when 
this Prophecy was written, for otherwiſe it muſt 
have an Hiſtory, and not a Prophecy. Can we 
underſtand it concerning the Aſyrian or Chaldean 
Wars. for the Fews were conquered and 'led into 
Captivity by thoſe Enemies; but here we ſee the 

ews will be ViRorious, and all their Enemies con- 
ounded, nor ſhall Jeraſalem be any more trodden 
down by the Gentiles, nor hall Serangers pol thre? 
her any more, Hence we may eaſily find an An- 
ſwer to the ſecond n Judea will be the 
Seat and Theatre of this War; rhe Lord (ſays the 
Prophet) will roar out of Sion, and utter his Voice 
from Feruſalem, (v. 16.) Beſides this Battel is 
ſaid to be in the Valley of Feboſhaphat (v. 2, 12) 
a King of the Jews ; by which no doubt ſome cer» 
rain Place in the Land of Fwdes is denoted. The 
Prophet indeed ſeems to allude to that Valley, where 
God formerly confounded and deſtroyed (for the 
Preſervation of Fehoſhephat) the Heathens who were 
gathered together againſt /-ael, (2 Chron. xx. ). uit, 
the Children of Ammon, Moab, and the Inhabitants 
of Mount Seir. In like manner ſtho' more dread- 
ful) a prodigious Multitude of diverſe Nations are 
here gathered together againſt, and to 1 fee 
Pp Accord- 
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Accordiag as Feboſbaphart ſaid, (v. 11.) The 
come to caſt us aut of thy Poſſeſſion, whic 22 92 
ws to inert. eee 
Thus theſe Places and Tranſactions anſwer to 
each other, as the Type to the Ante-Type. There- 
fore the Land of Ca is the principal Scene of 
theſe Occurrences, as is manifeſt Fam the whole Se- 
ries of the Narration. In theſe Fields, or the Con- 
fines of them, will the fatal Battel be decided. In 
which by the Care and Guardianſhip of the ſupreme 
Being (as in that n the Seed of Abra- 
ham will gain the Victory. TIRE ; 
But fo great and diſmal (if I miſtake not) is this 
laſt Tragedy of the World, that it is worth our 
while to enquire whether there be any other Ac- 
count of this ſame Battel, in the prophetic Writiogs, 
Now I think this War is the ſame with that of Gog, 
and 24ageg, mentioned by Ezekiel; (c. xxxviii. and 
xxxix.) for both of them happen in the Land of 
Iſrael, and againſt the Fews after their Return from 
ptivity. The Troops of both Hoſts are very 
numerous, gathered rogether from diverſe Parts of 
the World, and various People; ſo mighty that they 
were not to be vanquiſhed by human but divine 
Power. Moreover ther this Slaughter and Victory, 
there is to be no future Ce tivity, Diſperſion, De- 
ſolation, or Oppreſſion of the cu, but joyful 
and quiet times, as both the Prophets juſt now men · 
tioned do foretel, Conſult the Place of Ezekiel 
with our ſhort Remarks upon it. - 

I am alſo inclined to interpret that Prophecy of 
Daniel (c. xii. 1.) concerning this War, where he 
forerells what ſevere Straits, and imminent Dangers 
ſhould attend the Fews. But ſays he, they ſhall be 
delivered by Michael the great Prince (under which 
Name I underſtand Jebovah the Meſſiab) who ſhall 


ſtand for the Children of = People, as the Angel 
8 4 . informs 
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informs Daniel. And it ſeems the more probable, 


that this Calamity of the Jews 1s the ſame with 
that formidable Incurſion deſcribed by Pat ( Dan, 
xii. 2. Joel iii. 13, 14.) becauſe in both Places 
we have a Repreſentation of the laſt A ffliction of the 
Jeu for the Reſurrection of the Dead follows the 
one, and the Harveſt of the World the other, at 
the Approach of the Day of the Lord, "I 
\ Farther to paſs on to the Chriſtian Oracles, the 
Battel in Armageddon, mentioned in the Revelations, 
(c. xvi. 12, 13, 14.) ſeems ro me to be the 
with thoſe of Ezekiel and Joel. It is to happen 
under the ſixth Vial, and then there low: (if 
T miſtake not) in the ſeventh, the Deſtruction of 
the World. That Expreſſion, It is done, has a Re» 
ference to the Drama of the World, the Myſtery 
of God is finiſhed. In this Battel at Armageddon, 
the Troops of the Dragon, the Beaſt, and falſe Pro- 
phet are gathered together. We doubt this Batrel, 
Whatever it be, is not as yer paſt ; no more than thoſe 
deſcribed by the Prophets. Nor is thereany thing 
as I know of, which can hinder us from ſuppoſing 
that this Battel ſpoken of in the Revelation is the 
ſame with thoſe foretold by the ancient Prophets. 
They agree as to the time; nor can they ever hap- 
pen from more numerous Troops, or more enrag 
and avowed Enemies. Armageddon is a Hebrew 
Word, and ſeems to denote ſome Place in Judea; 
and it is ſaid to be the Battel of that greae Day o 
God Almighty. If Places, Times, and the Appa- 
ratus and Denomination of the War agree among 
themſelves, nothing that yet appears can hinder, 
but that it is one and the ſame future Battle, which 
is foretold by the Prophets both of the Old and 
the New Teſtament, Beſides the ſixth and ſeventh 
Vials ſeem to be Contemporary with the ſeventh 
Trumpet. (Kev. xi) Now alter the Soundivg, of 
that 


fe: 1a . Xo”: 
that Trumpet the times were twofold, ſorrowful 
and joy ful; ene Woe is pronounced, which de- 
notes Calamity ; and then as if a Victory had been 
gained, all even reſounded. with triumphant 
Voices. (v. 15.) The Kingdoms of this World are 
7 N. of our Lord, and of bis Chriſt, 
ever. and ever. But 7 
„„ ſe 
the Wrath 2 came, 3 * 
that they be judged, &c. ly 
forms us, (laſt — that the Temple of As — 
in Heaven, and there was ſeen in his Temple the 
Ark of his Teſtament. By which Words (that ſeve- 
ral times occur in this = Arne ) the Remembrance 
of that ancient Covenant UE was with the Jeu 
is renewed. But to return to Foel. 

All the Circumſtances of this War are ſo dread- 
ful and melancholy, that many refer this tragical 
Scene to the Day of Judgment and Diſſolution of 
the World. Neither am I much averſe to ſuch an 
Interpretation, for theſe Cataſtrophes are joined to- 
”y or contiguous ; and are frequently involved 

the Prophets in che ſame Prediction. Here al- 
1 are the if Signs and Tokens of both, 
namely of a Preparation for War, and alſo of the 
Day of Judgment; now each of theſe is ſtyled, by 
the Prophets, the Day of the Lord, or the great Day 
of the Lord. 

There now remains only the third Enquiry, that 
we conſider thoſe things which follow in Joel a- 
bout the happy State of the eus after their Reſtau · 
ration. Now he gives us the following Account, 

(Foel iii. 18, 19, 20, 21. "da ſhall come to 
paſs in that Day, that the Aunt ſhall drop down 
neu Wine, the Hills ſhall flow with Milk, and all 
the Rivers of Judah ſhali flow with-Waters, and 4 
Fountain ſball — of the Hege 8 
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ſhall water, the e e 4D 
folation, and Edom be a deſolate Wilderneſt, for 
the Vidlence againſt the Children of Fudah, breaſt 
have ſhed innocent Blood in their Land. But 
ſhall dwell for ever, and alem from Generation 
ro Generation. For I will cleanſe their Blood that I 
have not cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth in Sion. 
- Here (as in many other Places) the Fews are 
promiſed, upon their Reſtauration, abundance of 
- outward good things, Remiſſion of their Sins, and 
the peculiar Preſence of God. To theſe we ma 
add the famous Prophecy of Balaam. (Numb. ii. 
5 — 9. | 1 
Thus much concerning Joel. The Prophets 
which immediately follow, may be ſtyled interme- 
diate, for ſeveral of them treat on ſome particular 
Subject. Thus Jonah gives us the Hiſtory of his 
Embaſly to the Ninevites. And Naham alſo begins 
with the Burden of Nineveh. Obadiah foretels the 
ſorrowful Fate of Edom (under which Name the 
= Interpreters underſtand the Romans) for his 
erſecution of Facob, and there mentions the Re- 
ſtauration of Jacob, and the dreadful Deſtruction 
of Eſan. Si 19, 18.) And laſtly Eſaw being 
judged and condemned, the Kingdom (ſays he) ſhall 
be the Lord's. bd Ls | | 
The other intermediate Prophets are Micah, Ha- 
bakkah and Zephaniah. Micah ſharply reproves the 
Fews for their Sins and Prevarications, 2 he pro- 
miſes a Collection and Reſtauration of Jacob and 
Iſrael, (c. ii. 12, T3.) and afterwards pronounces 
that famous Oracle (c. iv.) concerning the Lord's. 
Mountain being eſtabliſhed and exalted above the 
Hills in the laſt Days. And all * 5 (fays he) 
ſhall flow unto it. All underſtand this Prophecy 
to refer to the Reign of the Meſſiah, or his coming, 
r 
$ . oever 
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foever you take, a moſt perfect Peace muſt go al 
with it, and a Plenty of all good things. (v. 3, 4. 
There alſo appears ſome peculiar Dominion: to 
iſed to Iſrael at that Time. (v. 8, and 13.) 
And in the laſt Chapter after the Triumph of //racl 
over his Enemies (his Sins being forgiven) we meet 
with this Concluſion, Thos wilt perform the Truth, and 


known what thoſe Promiſes were, which were given 
to the Fathers: But they can never be performed, 
neither can //#ael be delivered, if the Sons. of Abra- 


ham, Iſaac and Facob, muſt ſuffer a tual Ba- 
niſhment, and be for ever driven from the Land of 
Promiſe. 51 2692: . 
Nor could theſe Prophecies of Micab be accom- 
liſhed — the — and Return from Ba- 
low. The Prophet ſpeaks in the abovementioned 
laces, concerning the Nation's being ſubdued, and 
Dominion obtained, and that then this happy State 
of the Fews ſhould immediately follow. Now they 
neither enjoyed ſuch Bleſſings at the time when 
the Prophecy was written, nor at any time ſince, 
nor at this preſent Day; this Peace and Reſtaura- 
tion therefore await that People in God's appointed 
time. | 

It is generally agreed on by Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
— — — Sho Prophet er in his fifth 
Chapter diſcourſes about the Aaſiab, and it is ſaid 
that he ſhall be a Ruler in Iſrael, (u. 2, and 4.) and 


ſhall feed (that is ſhall reign) in the Strength of ths 


Lord, and. in the Majeſty of the Name of the Lord 
bis Gs for he ſhall be great unto the Ends of the 


Theſe Expreſſions denote Royal Authority, and 
ſuch ſupreme Dominion, as Chriſt did not exerciſe 
« his firſt Appearance, which was mean, and _ 
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69 Of the Future Reſtauration 
ble: But he will diſplay it at his ſecond glorious 
and powerful — Thea the Prophet proceeds 
ro Crowd about the future Proſperity of tht 
3 Gentiles, all ſorts of Enemies being tra | 

own, (v. 7, and 8.) And the Reninant of 
ſhall be in the midſt of many People, as a Dew from the | 
. Lord, and as the Showers upon the Graſi.-*-- As a Lyon 
among the Beaſts of the Foreſt, as a Lion - 
the Flocks of Sheep : who if he go through, both 1 
down, and tearcth in Pieces, and none can deliver,  - 
Some would have theſe Prophecies to concern the 
times of the Maccabees; but they cannot be fairly 
brought to do this. According to this propheric 
Deſcription, this Dominion over the Nations, which 
is to extend thro' the Earth, muſt take Place after 
the Birth of the Meſſab. And how great ſoever 
the Succeſs of the Maccabees was over the Syrians, 
there followed afterwards a greater Oppreſſion under 
the Romans; neither is the Yoke as yer caſt off, 
much leſs have they obtained that Dominion over 
the Nations which is here predicted. 

After the Prophet Nahwm, whom we have al- 
ready taken a brief View of, Habakksk follows, who 
denounces many Judgments againit the Fews and 
Chaldeans And in the third Chapter, which is called 
a Hymn or Prayer of the Prophet, he foretels furure 
Salvation to {frael, and Deſtruction to the Nations. 
(v. 12, 13-) But it is principally taken up in the 
Deſcriptian of the glorious and terrible coming of 
the Lord; of which we ſhall find an Account alſo 
in Zachariab. 5 
Zephaniah in his two firſt Chapters foretels the 

ſevere and oy organ of God upon Offenders, 
as well among the Jeu as Gentiles; and he purſues the 
ſame Subject to the middle of the third Chapter, 
where he begins a Diſcourſe about the Kingdom 
and Days of the Meſſiah, and purſues it to the End 
of the third Chapter, He 


PP 
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ſerve him with one Conſent. 


| of the Faw \, &q& - 
| He (after the Manner of the Prophets) diſcour- 
ſes of forrowful Events before he mentions the 


| joyful ones, and declares that the Wrath of God 


will be poured out upon the Nations and King- 
doms that were — . — 
(Chap. iii. 8.) his Words are theſe, Therefore wait 
ye . me, ſaith the Lord, until the Day that I riſe 
up to the Prey: for my Determination is to gather tho 
Nations, that I may aſſemble the Kingdoms to pour upon 
them mine Indignation, even all my fierce Anger, for 
all the Earth foul be devoured with the Fire of my 
Fealowſie. The Fewiſh Interpreters expound this 
concerning the famous War with Gog and e 
It is indeed ſome notable Congregation and Slaug 

ter of the Heathens, from whence arifes a brighter 
Fate to Iſrael, For then (ſays he in the following 
Verſe) Will I turn to the People a pure Languages 
that they may all call upon the Num of the Lord, to 
And then he goes 'on, 
(v. 11.) In that Day thou ſhalt not be aſhamed for 
all thy Doings, &c. And a little after there follows 
the Triumph of Zach, (v. 14, and 15.) Sing, O 
Daughter of Zion, ſhout, O Iſrael, be glad and rejoice, 
&c. after the Manner of the Forty ſeventh Pſalm, 
(See alſo 1/aiah c. xii. and c. liv.) And laſtly, ha- 
ving added divers other Things which concern this 
Subject, he concludes the Prophecy with theſe 
Words, A that Time will I bring you again, even in 
the Time that I gather you, for I will make you a 
3 and 2 among all P of the Earth, 
when I turn 6. * Captivi * Eyes, 
ſaitir the Lord. "IE oth, 

I think this evidently relates to ſom? glorious 
Reſtauration of /#ael, and Slaughter of their Ene- 
mies, to the moſt exalted and permanent Joy of 
Sion, and the extraordinary Preſence and Protection 
of God. Where, I pray, ſhall we find theſe _ 

ent 
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bet Gifts in Times that are paſt? The Jiws 
Babylon, much leſs at the coming of Chriſty 
and from that Time they have been toſſed  bither 


did not theſe 


þ from ' 


and thither, like Waves driven by the Wind. Bot 


there yet remains a ſecond coming of the Meſſiah, 


the Hope of. el and future Completion of all 
Prophecies. OE IH . 
Thus much for 2 


phets (with whom the prophetic Gift ceaſed 


* ; : | 2 * . * * — % we 
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1 


ephaniah. The three laſt Pro- 


the Fews) are Haggai, Zachariah, and Malachi, 


Haggai encourages the Jews to raiſe up the ſecond 


Temple. In which (or in the Third, that is EzekieÞs 


according to the Opinion' of the latter Fews) he 
aſſerts there would be a greater Glory than was in 


the firſt; which ſeems rightly to be underſtood 


concerning the coming of the Meſſiah under the 


ſecond Temple, ſince otherwiſe (beſides its want= 
ing equal Magnificence as to the outward Structure) 


there were wanting in the latter many noble Sym- 
bols of the divine Glory which adorned and as it 


were made proud the Temple of Solomon. | 
About the End of this Prophecy (c. ii. 20.) he 
foretels a great Slaughter that was to fall on the 
Heathens, and worldly Kingdoms, and promiſes 
Health and Glory to Zerubbabel, as being a Type 
of the Meſſiah, who was to ſpring from his Li- 
neage. Nor were theſe things fulfilled in the Per- 
ſon, or Time of Zerubbabel, I mean that Shakin 
with reſpe& to the Fews, or that Overthrow o 
the Heathen which are here predicted. I readily 
refer them to that grand Slaughter of the Nations. 
which the Prophers frequently place before the laſt 
Reſtauration of the Fews. 1 
Zachariah, who follows, abounds in Viſions, and 
thoſe very obſcure; yet in ſome of them the Pro- 
miles of the Meſſiah are repreſented clearly. But 
2 


hy, = 
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we hal t only take notice af choſe which 

8 a, — 9 — of Se 15 = | 
10. „0 Sion, Co 

n Verſes had declared his tender 

Wen neck Ijrael, and his Reſentment againſt 
thoſe ol T. who 8 * 5 — 8 
by way of Triumph, rejoice, 
of Siow; for 3 l duell inthe rid, 
ſaith the 24 

Two things are here obſervable, which we ſre- 
quently meet with in other Places of the prophetic 
Writings, the Triumph of 1ſfrael for their happy 
Condition, and having God to dwell in the midſt 
of them. We took Notice of this Reoicing be- 
fore, while we _ viewing the third Chapter of 
Zephaniah (v. and other parallel Places there 
cited. The Lhe Paraphraſt 195 the Habitation of 
God in the midi of ben. underſtands here, as well 
as 28 Places, the Schechinah, or majeſtic Pre 


2. of Sion; | 
# Oro 9 Preſence, in 1 
of +47 ſaith the Lor 
The Flowing Verſe ſeems alſo to require the 
ſame Interpretation; and fo does the fifth, toge- 
ther with the fifteenth Verſe of the third Chapter 
of Zephaniah. The ſame thing ſeems here to be 
promiſed which was before declared by Ezekiel, (c. 
XXXvii. 27, 28.) and likewiſe by the Apoſtle St. 
uon, (c. xxi. 3.) Now fince the Schechinah did 
not appear in the ſecond Temple, and is promiſed 
by St. John in tlie new Heavens, and the new Earth, 
I think this Prophecy yet remains to be fulfilled, 
together with the joyful Reſtauration of the Fews 
at the ſecapd coming of Chriſt, 1 
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this Chapter; V. 11, 12, IT, as alfo thro" the 


eighth and ninth, where Peace is promiſed to F, 
the 


together with the Protection of the Almighty, 
Deſtruction of their Enemies, and the Affluence of 
thoſe good things, which make a happy Life. But 
theſe Topics have occurred to us fo often in the 
ing Prophets, that we have no need to re- 


Cannot leave the ewelfth Chapter untouched, where 
the future Strength and of the Jews, and the 
Houſeof David, are celebrated in magnificent Words, 


(v. 8.) In that Day ſhall the Lord defend tis Inhabi«. 


rants of Feruſalem, and he that is feeble among them at 
that Day ſhall be as David, and the Howſe of Devid 
— as God, as the Angel of the Lord before 
l a 


What Honour and Dominion are conched in theſe 
Words? that the People ſhall be like King David, 
not only like David, but alſo as the Angels of God. 
Has any thing as yet appeared to the //#aclires fince 


the time that this Prophecy was delivered, that can 
be ſaid to have fulfilled every Article of iti Hay 


any thing anſwered that Royal State, that, I ſay; 
not angelical or divine, which is here repreſented'by 
the Prophet? . Now if theſe things are neither 
nor preſent, they muſt neceſſarily be referred to ſome 
furure Times, that fo the prophetic Declarations 


may not become void. 


But perhaps you will ſay the Nations riſe every 
where and tread down the Fews, a forſaken and 


hated Nation, how therefore can they ariſe to this 
Pitch of Honour unleſs the Enemies who furron 
them be every where weakened? | 
The Prophet obviates this Objection; he had 
faid in the preceding Verſes, that the Lord would 
make all Nations as Stubble, and Judah as "= 
| (v. 6. 


* 1 


peat the Explication of them in this Place. But 1 
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Torch of Fire in a Sheaf, and 1 
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(v. C.) {n that Day will I makes the Governors of . 
dab like>s Hearth of Fire ü Food, wid like a 
| ſhall devonr all thy 

——— — hr 

Feruſalem 9 ed „ in 028 
Place, even in Jeruſalem. 00 S101 Ado 
What is wanting, or cat be. farther! deſited to 
compleat this future Triumph ? Tbe Cohquerors 
having gained the Victory, enjoy the Poſſeſſione of 
their Enemies, and enrich gad / adorn (themſelves 
with their Spoils; for it is cuſtomity with the Pro- 

hets, as we have before obſtrvtcdi to give a 
entatian of the Motions and Tumults of the Peo- 
ple before the Reſtauration of the Jewsz and after 
their Enemies are ſubdued, then the //racbiees are in- 
troduced as enjoy ing Peace and ſinging their Songs 


of Tub len . of ee e ee 
e opens the way for the Fa- 


Farther, ſinee Virtue 
your of God and external Benefits, I mean Repen- 
tance and pious Affections of the Mind, the Pro- 
phet joins. theſe'-rwo kind of — together. 
(v. 9, 10. Au is ſhall come to paſs in that Day, that 
I will ſeek, to all the Nations that come againſt: 
Jeruſalem; Aud I will pony pom the Houſe Bovid 
Grace and of Supplications, and 
whom they. have pieroed, 
at one mourneth for bis only S 
e one that is in Bitterneſs for 


We cannot but refer this piercing, ooh this 


mournjng of the Jeus to the Maſſiah; ſince they 
ars ſo related by St. Jebn, (c. xix. and Rev. i. 7.) 
where the time alſo of this mourning is noted, namely 
when all the Tribes of the Earth ſhall ſee the Son of 
Man coming in the Clowds, (See Dan. vii. 13. and 
Mat. xxiv. 30.) which muſt neceſſarily be un- 
* derſtood 


N 
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8 og; and when Ul thaſe 
. to be hi ate here ſortt old 
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Ibis Prophet com inues de a 
the eee oben ro >The End. Thus 
much for Zachariah. A5 r N 
Halali ſucceeds, the laſt Prop 8 
Jews. Heupbraids fuel for the . Fare 
— in 2 aries ochre re —— Prieſts. 
But, ſays he, the purified, as 
wath Fire, ſhalt oy — ppear Ea (6. Mi. 
4 11, 17.) andi ſhall * called bleſſed among 
Nations, ad acknowledged as the har Favou- 
rites: of God. Now this h ad ond ug 
nificent Portion did not befal the Jans n the De- 
ftruction of Jermalem, nor ha it hen their Lot 
at any time ſince, even to this preſent Day, 
Tn the third and fourth Chapters, the Prophet 
diſcoutſes concerning the Aeſſian and Elias; and 
ſome are of Opinion that he there points out « to- 
_ coming of them both, and that from thence 
appears that the Tenn ſhall be reſtored in the lat- 

thy: ys Indeed I believe that a twofold comi 
of the Meſſiah. is here deſigned; and that the ſe+ 
' cond-is meant in the following Words, (7. iii. 2.) 


But who abide the hi '? and who 
foall Pane Shes he > DIR is like 4 Refiney's 


Fire, and like Fuller's Svap. And then e follows'in 
the. fourth Chapter, (v. 1.) Foy behold the Day 
comerh that ſhall burn as an Oven, and all the Proud, 

alt al hob ni be Stiebble;" and the 
Day that cometh ſhall barn the p, inp the Lora of 
Hoſts, 8&c,. © 5 

I cannot help refeoring bete Ay and: terrible 
Proceedings tothe ſecond coming of Chriſt; when 
ke ſhall appear in flaming” Fire to eonſume "the 


Pry 28 Sk. 1 "peaks: (1 Treſſ i. 7, 8.) yo 
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St. een, eee (2 Pet. iii. 7. 
See alſo 1 Cor, iii. 12, 13.) Nor 2 8 otherways 
underſtead the Words of the pre ng Prophet 
Aurbuntab (c. xiv. 6, 7.) than with 1 to this 
time of the Conflagration of the World, when 
Flames mixed with Smoke ſhall take away the Dif- 
ference between Day and Night; concerning which 
State of Things, and Face of Heaven, tbe Reader 
if he pleaſes may conſult our of the Earth v. 
This we may aſſert as to the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt: But what hall we ſay us to the coming of 
| pays Elias is indeed already come, but not in his 
n proper Perſon, but rather in his Type. For 
John the Baptiſt ſeems to have been the Type of 
Elias. He was the Forerunner of Chriſt's firſt Ap- 
r e. as another 5 ſhall be the Harbinger of 
his ſecond. coming po in the — Nele 
and Offices, as 2 — with the Antety 
There have been many —— raiſed about 
the ſuture coming of the Prophet Elias: It is a re- 
ceived Doctrine among the Fews that Elias is to 
come, nor is it any novel Opinion; for we find it 
prevailed in our Saviour's time, and was taught by 
the Scribes (Aar. xvü. 10. Mark ix. 11.) who 
fate in Moſes s Seat, and therefore according to our 
Saviour's Direction, (Matt. xxiii. 3.) are to be 
heatkened to, tho* their Manners are not to be fol- 
lowed. The modern Jews are of the ſame Opi- 
nion, as well as many of the Chriſtians. | 
They who deny that Elias is yet to come, ſup- 
poſe. John the Baptiſt to be the only Elias, and that 
we ought not to expect any other: Indeed the Bap- 
iſt for a time did ſuſtain the Perſan, and diſcharge 
the Office of Elias; but if he was the only Elia: 
(abſolutely and as to all Conſideration) foretold by 


* Book III. Chap. XI, and XII. 
F< the 
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the Prophet, I think he would not in expreſs/Wards' 
have denied that he was Elias, when he was asked 
about that Matter. (Jom i. 21.) It ſeems t 
more reaſonable to ſuppoſe (as we have before hinted} - 
that the Baptiſt was a Type of the prophetic EA, 
which does by. no means Finder the coming of an- 
other Elias in his proper time. eh 
MAalachi ſeems to join the coming of Elia with 
the Day of Judgment, and ſecond coming of the 
Lord. For the Deſcription of that great and terri- 
ble Day, which Elias is to precede, does not in 
my — ſuir (at leaſt ultimately and fully} 
the firſt coming of Chriſt, which was meek and 


humble. | M SIT, 
I am very ſenſible that this Argument is of no 
Force with thoſe who think that all the Predictions 
of Malachi, in theſe two Chapters (iii. and iv.) 
were fulfilled at the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, and 
the following Slaughter of the Fews; bur with 
others it will be of weight. But the Reſtriction of 
theſe Words of the Prophet to the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem pleaſes me the lefs, becauſe I ſee the fame 
Expoſitors extenuate ſeveral Places of the New Teſ- 
tament, which plainly ſpeak about the Day of Judg- 
ment and Chriſt's ſecond Appearance, and wrong- 
fully apply them to the Calamities of thoſe times. 
Among which are ſuch Places as we have before 
taken notice of, and others of the like Nature, which 
carry the ſame Senſe, and ſometimes the very Words 
alſo. Nor can I perſuade my ſelf that the Prophet 
meant nothing. but the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
when he foretels that the wicked ſhall be trodden 
down like Aſhes, and the Jews be reſtored to a 
happy Eſtate; ſince at the Deſtruction of 2 | 
lem, the Jews were ſo far from being happy, that 
all who know any thing of Hiſtory can tell they 
were plunged into the ſevereſt Calamities. 


Beſides, 
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+ Beſides, : Chriſt himſelf ſays, Elias truly ſhall firſt 
aun ¶denoting future time] and reffore all things, 
(Aa. xvii. 11.) which ſeems to refer to his ſe- 
cond: coming ; ſince John the Baptiſt was dead 
when our Saviour uttered theſe Words; and that 
Reftitmtion of all things will not commence till the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt; (As iii. 21.) 
Laſtly, to conclude this Subject, we have many 
of the Fathers of the Chriſtian Church concurring 
with us in our Opinion about the coming of Elias. 
It would not be worth while to produce them 
all but we ſhall ſer. down the Words of Fuſtin 


- «© Muſt we not underſtand that the Word of 
c God has foretold us that Elias is to be the Har- 
c binger of that great and terrible Day, that is the 
« ſecond. coming of the Meſſiab * Trypho readily 
& conſents to this. And, I ſay, our Lord in his 
& Sermons delivered the ſame Doctrine, when he 
& affirmed that Elias was to come. And we know 
ce that this will be when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
& ſhall appear in celeſtial Glory. fore whoſe 
&« former Manifeſtation there went a Herald, St. 
« John the Baptiſt, a Prophet of your kind; who 
«« was endued with the ſame Spirit of God that had 
« been in Elias.” A Wau 

Thus you ſee how Faſtin Martyr underſtood 
the Words of Chriſt and Malachi. © To him we 
may add St. Auguſtin t, who ſays that this Opinion 
was common in the Hearts and Mouths of the 
Faith: e 2 Ti 

c Tr is (ſays he) a very common and celebrated 
& Notion, in the Hearts and Mouths of the Faith- 


* Dial, cum Tryphone. Ouxl Tis Seen e pryaldn Ghar: 
F | 


bas &c. | 
+ De Civit Dei Lib, XX, c. 29. * 
F 3 « ful, 
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50 Of the Future Reſtauration 
er ful, that by this Elias we are to underſtand ſome = 
| «© great 7 ee Prophet, 'who in the oo 
« Days, before the Judgment, ſhall perſuade 
4% Fews to believe ich true Chriſt ; having ex- 
« plained the Law to them. See Tertallian*, Chyys 
foſtom, Theodoret and others. | % 5.9. "8 
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For theſe and ſuch like Reaſons, they who'grant 

that Elias is yet to come before the dreadful Day of 
the Lord, will, L ſuppoſe, hardly deny that he will 
appear to convert and reſtore the (to whom 
the Prophet ſays he is ro be ſent.) For this Con- 
verſion and Reſtauration, than which there cannot 
be any greater or more illuſtrious, if it does not 
principally concern them, that is the Tribes of Ja- 
cob, as the Son of Syrach expreſſes it; (Ecclef. xlviũ. 
10.) yet at leaſt they will be partakers of the ge- 
neral Salvation. Then at laſt will the Fathers and 
Sons conſent, and the Patriarchs and their Deſcen- 
dants, confeſs that Jeſus of Naxarerbh is the only 
Saviour, the alone Meſſiah, and common Lord of 
Jews and Gentiles. Ou eee e iy 

And then ſhall the Chriſtians and Jews be re- 
conciled. The latter being the natural Children of 
Abraham, and the former his Seed by Faith, as St. 
Paul ſpeaks in his Epiſtles to the Romans and Ga- 
lati ans. (Gal. iii. 7.) And to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm their Minds in this double Union and Con- 
verſion, there will, I ſuppoſe, be occaſion for the 
Preſence of Elias, or ſome ſuch Prophet, to bring 
about this glorious Revolution. 

Thus we have collected many Teſtimonies of 
the Prophets, concerning the Reſtauration of the 
Jews, eſpecially the more expreſs ones, and explained 
them to the utmoſt of our Ability. But we leave 
the Knots to be unfolded by the fame Elias. Now 


De Anim. c. XXXV, & de Reſurrect. Carn, c. XXII. 
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T Itherto we have — Vier of the prop 

tic Writings, as they lie in order, and. — 
ſerved thoſe particular Promiſes and © Prophecies, 
which concern rhe future Reſtauration of the Jews. 
And this has been the method of our firſt Argu- 
ment. But it will be proper to gather theſe dif- 
perſed Diſcourſes together, and bind them as it were 
in Sheaves, or range them under their proper Heads 
or Claſſes, putting thoſe of a like Nature together; 
that ſo thoſe Places of the Prophets which are of 
the ſame kind and Virtus being collected in one 


Place, may py om 1 to more Advan- 


_ 777 3245 
Some Places of the Proplices (to begin her) ſpeak 
of the future Reſtaurarion of the Jeu under Me 
lab the King. Others _ not ſo preciſely 9 
ö 4 ; the 


| 
| 


10 | 
N IAK 

72 Of the: Futuie Neſtauration 
the Time, but join it in the ſame Diſcourſs'with 
the Prediction of the Aeſſab; uud Tafthy;:other 
Nlaces 8 us ſuch famous Marks 
and Characteriſtics of that Reſtauratioh; ag cannot 
be adapted to any Reſtauration that is yer paſt; and 
therefore ſince the Prophets neither could geceive; 
nor be-deceived, they muſt be referred'to me fu- 
cure; e DEA 7 d DION EE 3» 
Thoſe ecies belong to the firſt Head which . 
place this Reſtauration under David the King. Such 
are. the following ones in Jeremiah, (e. xxx. 9. 
and xxxiii. 15, 16. compared with c. xx. 3, G., 
Exekjiel,: (c. xxxiv. 23, 84" 25, Cc. and c. Ax 
24, 25, to the End) Heſaa, (c. iii. 3) and Pſalms 
(PV Ixxx. 20, Cc.) | 

As to the ſecond Order, there are abundance of | 
Paſſages in the Prophets which jointly foretel the 
Peace and Reſtauration of the Fews in the ſame 
Diſcourſe with thoſe Oracles that declare the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah. Theſe often meer together in 
Iſaiah, (Chapters ii. iv. xi. xxxii. xxxiv. xlix. 
Ix, and Ixiti.) and Jeremiah; (c. xxiii. 5, 6. 615 
as alſo in Hoſea, (c. iii 11.) Amos, (c. ix. 11. 
Micha, (c. iv.) . Zachariah. (c. ii. 10, In a Word 
all thoſe Scriptures hictv fall under the firſt Head 
prove fortiori, that the Reſtauration of Jarl and 
the times of the Maſſiah are not to be disjoined. 
It is evident that the Jeu underſtood; theſe Pro- 
phecies concerning their ſuture Proſperity, to reſer 
to the Days of the Adeſſah; and therefore they did 
not receive Jeſus of Nazareth for the Meſſiah, bo- 
cauſe he brought neither Peace nor Dominion to 
the Fews, nor other good things internal. or exter- 
nal, which they expected at the coming of. the 
Meſſiab. Nor ſhould I have blamed their Conduct 
in this, had they not conſounded the firſt and ſe- 
cond coming of the Aeſiab. For ſaiab 1 
Re the 
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35 Se: — e rea, 
1 to the 
— but not till Chri ſhould rerum 2 
Heaven, (A, ili. bog 70, 21.) 
We proceed to the bird C Claſt, and thoſe Pro« 
Werte which make the Reſtauration ot 4 fas 
mous'by ſuch 'Characters-as will no o- 
ther Times but thoſe of the Now theſe 
Marks are of « 'threefold Order, Moral, Political, 
and Natural. Sometimes all theſe are joined: in the 
_ fame » and at other times are propoſed, ſe- 
Fare: I call thoſe: Moral or Divine, which re- 
to Juſtice and Holineſs, Repentance and Con- 
verſion to God, and the Effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and other ſpiritual Gifts, about which you 
may conſult the following Places in ſaiah, (c. xxxii. 


286, 17. Ix. 17. Ixi. 10, 11.) Hoſea, (e. ii 19.) 


Joel, (e. iii. 17.) Ezekiel, (c. xxxix. 29. er 


„ (c. xii. 10.) 

I call thoſe Political which have a ii to Peace 
= an eſtabliſhed Condition; without the Noiſe 
- Tumules of ere Alſo _ Bleflings as per- 
fect Liberty without being ſubject to any forei 
Domihian, or ſuffering Captivity; Exiles, or — 
other Yoke of the Heathen; and laſtly, a perfe 
Security at home and abroad, their Swords being 
beaten into earn; e te into Prun- 

i 8. 

This is the moſt noted and common "Charafter 
of the Reſtauration which we meet with in Iſalab. 
See allo Ezekiel, (c. xxxiv. 25, 26, c.) Haas 
(e. ii. 18.) Zachariah.”' (c. ix. 10. 

Laſtly, among thoſe Characters, which I call Na- 
— I reckon the new Heavens, and the new ft. 
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74 Oile uture Reſtauration 
The long Lives of tha Intybicants, the Luxus 
br ſpontanebus Pruitfulueſ dhe Berth, the Hast 
dee dagen mens Nep. fxty Bk 
© Planes b y m 

Ohagter cf /ſaiehy which :the any. conſult 
it e g Linon 4!) tir 200 100 ol 
Theſe are the CharaQers 80d diſtioguiſhing n. 

s ts of the reſtored State of I, and they are 
often connected with the times of the Agia A 
you ſay they were paſt before thuſe Days, tello in 
what Reign ar Age this joyful State of M took 

place. Conſul! Hiſtories as well ſatred a pf 

phane, you will find nothing like this, — the 
primitive Times of Paradiſe. And then it is evi 
dent that the Fexvs have been in a very me 
Condition from the firſt 2 the Meſſiab un 
to this Day; ſo far have they been from obtaining 
this flouriſhing Fortune. So that all our Hope de- 
pends on the ſecond coming of Chriſt, thither we 
flee; to this we are driven, that ſo the truth of the 
cie may be maintained, and the Honour of 


| the Redeemer eſtabliſhed. * a 23). er 
Altho” I think it ſufficiently appears by theſe 
Characters, that theſe Promiſes about the Reſtitu ; 


tion of the Jews, are not as yet fulfilled, there yet 
remains one noble Character, which is uſually joined 
by the Prophets with the ſame Promiſes; I mein 
that manifeſt glorious. and majeſtic Preſence of God, 
which the Chaldeans and Hebrews {tile the Scheel 
nah. We have often made this Obſervation from 
the Chaldee Paraphraſt, in our Survey of the Pro» 
phets; who wrote his Expoſition before the Birth 
of Chriſt, and therefore we eſteem him the more, 
as being free from Prejudices. But the thing ſpeaks 
jor itſelf, and the very Words of the Prophet make 
it evident enough; for ſince God ſays that he wil 


dwell in the mi of them, and plas bil Tage, 
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th; that he will bs « Ol tw y Don 
the 4 flaming Fur by Theſe Bl 
xpreſſrons are evident A and 'De- 
ſcriptions of the Schvebinub, ſuch ts was in the De- 
fart, in the Tabernacle, tiger net (See Iſalab iv. 
5. xii. 6. and K. 213 7 xxvñ. 275 28. 
ind Rev. 'xxi. 2, * Thos much with 4 to 
the N it b to this Claſs, Let us 
ſs to Promiſes kind; fuch are thoſe 
hich-promiſe 1 Cat of all the Tribes of Jadab 
= of Faul, in the grert Day of Reſtirution. This 
del exprefly foretold, bd as the matter of the 
Jews was, repreſented it by ad external Sign. fe. 
xxxvii. tf, C. to the End of the Chapter) Allo 
other n join the Union of the Tribes with 
this Reſtzuration. (See Iſalab xi. 13. Jer. xxxiii. 


7. Hoſea i. 11. Zach. x. 6, 7.05 These Prophe- 


cies, as you will fee, com — oe the twelve Tribes; 
but yet 150 all the Pe romiſcuouſly, but a ſe- 
lect Body; rhe wicked being excluded, (Rev. 7.) 
the Promiſe is reſtrained to the true Iſfuriites. Now 
we have in our Conſideration pf the abovemer- 


tioned Places, Mewed that this general Reftanration 


ewz, either in their Deliverarice from the Baby 
Captivity, or any other following. If any 

bt it they may reviſe What we have there 
ros much en w the K f Univerſaliy. Th 
Thus much as to rhe ote 6 „The 
twity of the fartie Reſtauration follows, namely 
1 laſting and endleſs Freedom, fo that the Children 
of Jae! ſhall no more be obnoxious to public Ba- 
niſhments, or Slaughters, but enjoy quiet Habita - 
tions in the promiſed Land, and their ancient Coun- 
* The Prophets foretel this again, and again, 
(See Iſaiah lx. 15, xvi. 21. Jer. xxx. 8, 9. 
xxxl. 3, 3 40. Fact, XXXIX. 27, 28, 1. 


ee has not as. yet happened to the 
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6 Of ibe Future Reſtaura 
. who ſhould fer it forth the moſt. 


made in paſt 
ever happy Days, or lucid Intervals the /Parltes 


_ . were pulled in Pieces they have been diſperſed; and 
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This Note and Title of Perpetuity, takes away. 
all thoſe Anſwers and Pretences. which ſome arg 
wont to make, that this Reſtitution has already. bee 
Times; for certainly paſt things yy 
that very Account can never be perpetual, Whats 


have had, they are now expired. + We may properly 
ſtile them laid Feature lince they 15 mw 
tory and uncertain : And that they are now ox 

the preſent. ſorrowful and laborious State 

1 (who are like a deſolate People, only not e- 


rely deſerted) ſufficiently demonſtrates, Nor is 
t only now, or of late Years, that the Few: ſuffer 
theſe Afflictlons, but they have endured theſe Tris 
bulations and Calamities for many Ages, almoſt ever, 
fince the Days of our Saviour, ind are yet encom» 
aſſed by them, No Deliverance of the Jews bay 
itherto been perpetual 4 after their Retürn from 
Babylon they ſuffered the moſt diſmal Calamitles un» 
der Aus ioc has Epiphanes, and the Kings of Syria who 
ſucceeded him, They were then ſpoiled of their. 
Poſſeſſions as well ſacred as temporal, and haraſſed 
by daily Wars. Afterwards they were reduced 
by the Romans ta the laſt Degree of Miſery, and 
from the time that their Temple and Government 


wander about the World like forlorn Exiles. The 
Hiſtory of the Iraslites is like a Picture diverſified 
with various Figures, ſome are of a joyful and o- 


thers of a ſorrow ſul Nature. But hitherto the ſor- 


rowſul ones have taken up the greater Part. Now 
if a future perpetual Reſt was ever promiſed them, 
there yet remains, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 4 Reſt for 

Theſe 
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© Theſe Tokens and Characters ſeem tec me ſuf. 
ficient to delineate the Time of this Redemption of 
Iſrael, fo 2s to diſtinguiſn from all thoſe whith are 
| 85 1 ſhall make rio particular Calculstions as to 
uture Times, nor zm I defirous of knowing the 

Sedſons which the Father hath put in his owni Power 3 | 
but as far as I can perceive, this bright Day hat not | | 
yet riſen on Mur, nor do I ſuppole it Is very near 
at hand. Alas | the u have not as yet ſufficietitly 
ſuffered for their Crime in killing the Ahab thiy 
have not us yet stoned for that Offence, And 
tho they have ſuffered man Calamities ey 
have not yet ſuffered ſuch grent Evils #s Moſt their 
Prophet and outs foretold they ſhould. Peruſe the 
twenty eighth Chapter of , Where he de- 
nounees all forts of Calamities againſt the degenerate 
and rebellious Jeu and ſome of them, which he 
deſcribes (from the forty ſecond Verſe) ſeem to be 
ſuch dreadful Diſaſters as did not befal the Jaws 
till after our Saviour's time. 

He mentions « Nation which was to come from 
far, even from the Ends of the Earth, of an un- 
known Tongue, and who ſhould be fierce and ra- 
' pacious as an Eagle, and lay all things waſte, And 
hen he foretels a cloſe and bloody Siege, in which 
the beſieged ſhould feed on human Fleſh, and eat 
their infant Sons and Daughters. And afterwards 
he mentions many and wonderful Plagues to be in- 
flited on them and their Seed: And that their 
Number would be diminiſhed by many Accidents : 
And that when they were o—_— thro' other 
Countries they ſhould be compelled to worſhip new 


Gods, ſuch as were entirely unknown to themſelves 
and 'their Fathers. And laſtly, he foretels that 
their Lives would be diſturbed, 

certain. * 
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78 Of the Future Reſtauration\ | 
We have before obſerved, that the Fews ſul 
many Evils before the time of Chtriſt, but 
Calamities which we juſt now recited, and 
uliarly diſtinguiſhed, did not I believe take 
ore the Deſtruction of Jergſalem, and thoſe for 


= 


rowful times of the Fews which followed it,  Firſk 
by the Remears who r | 
hrers, Devaſtations, and the utmoſt Barbarity z 


And afterwards by the Chriſtians who were indeed 


juſtly exaſperated by reaſon of the Murder of the 


and Calumnies and Provocationss 
yet they often treated them hardly, not ſo much 
for- the Sake of RR. Gain, tha 

ſeize upon their Poſſeſſions. Many Authors, 
as Chriſtians, have given, us « melancholy 


of Chriſt, which it will be very proper for thoſe 
to peruſe who are deſirous to know more of theſe 
Affairs, and how they went on in eyery Age; they 

will then be ſenſible that theſe Calamities exceed 
all, which happened before the times of Chriſt, 
and exactly anſwer to the Deſcriptions of Moſds, | 
I cannot eaſily perſuade my ſelf that theſe I ribu- 
lations were omitted by the Prophets who foretold 
many that were much leſs. Nor were they ſilent 
as to the laſt Fate of the Fews, which is yet to come 
in the War with Gog and Aageg, in the laſt Tra- 
=o this preſent World, * 30 
e have already given ouf Opinion about this 
War while we were treating on ſome Places in Exe 
kiel (c. xxxviii, and xxxix.) and Foel. (c. iii I 
ſhall only here repeat, that after this War is over, 
and the Victory obtained, Happineſs is promiſed to 
the Jews. (Exel. xxxix. 23, to the End of the 
Chapter. Joel iii. 18, cc. Zeph. iii. 8. Zach. 
xiv.) So that they muſt both be referred to future 

Times, ſince neither of them have yet * 
us 
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aged againſt them with 
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iſtory of 1 Affairs, ever ſince the time 
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lam we have reduced the Oracle: of the Pro- 


ty which had been before expounded ! 
ro theit:Ohfſeg/or eee pre; ws 


this double View; 4s it wert from different Sta- 
tions, n certain A 
this general Cohelufton, Tb the td 
by reſtored} If we tutn our Byes — ns 
human Affair, and the preſent State of the 94 
it will be us it were a kind of third proſpect, 
2 collating all things, the Viſion! will be 
i 6 evident. It muſt be confeſſed ther 
preſent State of the Jews is vaſtly: different 
ell, the abovemencioned ecies: But yet the 
difference is ſuch; * names forke uuns Alte. 
ration. 1 eg zn vol | 
God from the eatlieſt- Ages has this 
Nation and le by his ſpecial Providence : He 
has often reſcued them from the Invaſtons of their 
Enemies, and deliveted them from Setvitude, by a 
Series of Miracles and his omnipotent Arm. He 
—.— 2 — their _ c — —— the — 
Iſaiah iv. 4.) and in the four 
Monatchies, ſeems alwn — $ to have had « Kept to 
their Condition g the "Bi of theſe Affairs is 
— by A , the falmiſt, and the Fro- 
ets, | 
/ Farther, God declared from the Beginning, and 
repeated the ſame' by the Prophets, that this tople 
were ſelected from all the Tribes of the Earth ; that 
they were a peculiar People betrothed to himſelf, 
dear and joined by al} rhe Bands of paternal or nup- 
- Affection. Laſtly, he promiſed again and 
ö 1 80 that his Love ſhould be A and inde- 
And now I beſeech ou, What can at laſt become 
of this People? Has God choſen them for himſelf, 
and entered into the ſtriteſt Bonds of — 
an 


them peeperally d ee ai 
t perpetually to de deri p on ay: 
all the Nations of the Earth? At preſent; the F 
Condition is no better, nor has been for many: 
Ages. But is there no Hope remains for Ian? 
No Comfort amidſt their Calamities No Bxpecta - 
tion of Reſtitution ? This ſeems (with Reverence 
be it ſpoken) not agreeable, to the Divine Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Fidelity. There is always in this 
Life room for, Repentance and Mercy, ſince the 
Goodnels of God endures ſor ever, and his Truth 
is unſhaken. 11:40 94:68 34320 8 
The Jews, notwithſtanding their preſent Miſe- 
ries, keep the Law which was given to them _ 
well as they are able, and they remain at this Days: 
and have. ſo for à conſiderable time in great 
Suſpenſe ; looſe and unfixed as tho' they were 
ing ſomewhither, their Satchels being as it were 
in their Hands; they fix in no Country, nor make 
any Settlement, nor have they Fields of their own, 
but carry all their Goods along with them. By 
this means they are the more prepared and ready at 
the holding up of a Finger to depart into their own 
Country, when there ſhall be an Opportunity given. 
They are not ſo incorporated into any Kingdom, 
Commonwealth, or City, as not to be perfect at 
Liberty to ſeek new Habitations. Moreover t 
retain their own pecular Religion among all Na- 
tions, their proper Marriages and the Mark of the 
ancient Covenant, leſt they ſhould be confounded 
with Foreigners. In a Word, as Soldiers are ready 
at the Sound of the Trumpet to march to their 
Tents, ſo the Fews are prepared in every reſſ 
upon the Signal given to return to their own Country.) 
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Itherto we have been pleading the Cauſe of 

the Jeu, but without being injurious to 

the Chriſtians. For we have not ſfaid any thing 
(far be it from us) with any Deſign to transfer the 
Reward from our ſelves to them: but that we might 
not envy the ancient P their Portion whatever 
it is at length to be. (We believe that the Jews 
will be reſtored, having been drawn to that Hope 
and Expectation by the repeated Oracles of che 
Prophets. But as to the Citcumſtances of that 
future Reſtauration, I inuſt proſeſs my ſelf igno- 
rant, nor do I pretend to know by what means it 
will be brought about. Theſe things God ſeems 
in a great meaſure hitherto to have concealed from 
us; but we learn from the ſame Prophecies, that it 
will be very illuſtrious, and not brought about 
without Miracles, or an extraordinary | Miniſtry: 
Then as to the time, we ſuppoſe that their compleat 
Redemption is not to be expected but at the ſecond 
coming of the Meſſiah, and renewal of the World; 
which I believe we have ſafficiently demonſtrated 
already from the Writings of the Prophets. Hav- 


ing laid down theſe Concluſions we are obliged to 
— — all choſe Queſtions, which thoſe who ſtudy 


much about this matter may poſlibly raiſe. But 
as for thoſe (as I ſuppoſe there are ay who de- 
ny our general Concluſion, and reject all thoſe Ar- 
guments, which we have brought from the Pro- 


. Pphets, their Reaſons, or Objections mult be con- 


ſidered. 
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82 Of the Future Reſtguration 
Event; becauſe the ic Stile is ſo lax, and 
their Words ſo doubtful, that they may eaſily be 
drawn to favour any preconceived Opinion, accord- 
ing to the Inclination of the Reader. The Pro- 
phets ſeldom uſe a plain and direct Method of ſpeak- 
ing, but wrap up their-Oracles for the moſt Part, 
in Figures and Allegories, ſo that there is a large 
Scope for Conjectures, but little room for the cer · 
tain underſtanding af their meaning. Nor are we 
(fy they) only ' punzled-to find out the certain 

ignification of their Words, but alſo of Things, 
Perſons, Places and Times. Doubts will ariſe tn 
the Expoſition of all cheſe. As to Things them 
ſelves, the Prophets often paſs indiſtinctly and ab» 
ruptly from one Subject to another. Some are 
referred to the Type, others to the Ante-T 
and this Order is ey reverſed ; nor are t 
proper Diſtinctions by Which we may know what 
properly belongs to the one or the other. There 
is no leſs Ambiguity as to the Perſons, Lame 
and anſwering. God, the 2 and the People 
gre often Interlocutors: Friends and Enemies inter- 
vene and mix together; nor is it eaſy to aſſign every 
one his proper Turn. Moreover Places and King - 
doms have changed their Names, and the ancient 
Inhabitants are well nigh periſhed ; being mingled 
and confounded with other Nations. And laſtly. 
there yet remains a Diſpute about the Times, and 
whether ſome Prophecies are to be referred to the 
paſt, preſent, or future Times. What is more fre- 
quent among the Prophets * ſterous Nar- 
rations, and inordinate, with &t to the time $ 
All theſe Circumſtances being weighed they 1ay, 
that nothing clear and certain can be determined 
from theſe Writings, till the Event has confirmed 
the Prophecy. Sinee moſt Places in the Prophets 
will only admit of a conjecturil _— 
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ution in our * 
tions of the ede nee there are ſo many 
Doubts ind Qbſtacles, which render it cute foe 
- = ar their true meaning, But foul og 
mean time? Is there no uſe of Pro- 
Eat Event? I muſt own that thoſe 
pong 0 deſcend too N to the pars, 
riculyr Circpruſtan ces of Times and Things, may 
eafily fall into e But that 99 arg, 
this 65 Rahe ve in the firſt Place Cue 
only to i on Generals, and fall Gags we not 
relied om one fingle Place of the Prophets, but 


duced Welck; moreover we have co 


Prophets of rhe Old Teſtament, with thoſe of t 
New, that ſo by their Agreement the Doctrine 
might appear more eden, We may alſo add, that 
we have no where d e from the literal. Senſe, 
where the Nature of the Subje& would permit us 
to adhere to it. Now I ask Shak Rules of Inter- 
pretation can we more ſaſely adhere to? Nor can L 
eaſily perfuade my ſelf that the ey rnb of the 
— 4 in theſe Places, according to th 
uncertain Lg inexplicable. Indeed the [ſues and 
e more fully explain the Prophe- 
cies; but 8 Cod is 7 leaſed to give us as it were 
a Compendium of theſe T ws 4 before they ara 
to paſs, Pe thereby we e 1 more ch 
in the Expectation of future . 
more Cautious to avoid 5 — ing Evils., By 
which methods it more evidently and beautifully 
appears, that the World and 4 8 Affairs are go- 
— 1 by Providence, and are not driven about by 


the uncernin Motions of Chance, 


* 1 The 


© 05 282 in eaborting us 10 


* 
. 
. 
” £ . 
pennies 


* * = 
= ” * 
* * , * " N 
* 


MA 


84 Of the Future Reſtauration 
" The. Prophecies haye a Reference to good or. 
evil things which are future: Now unleſs they are 
believed (in order to which it is neceſſary+ that in 
ſome meaſure they be underſtood): in the Progreſs. 
of Things before the Event, they Will. be for the 
moſt 'Part by worm; | Certainly Feremiabh Was 
willing that the Fews ſhould. underſtand bis Pro- 
phecies about the Babyloniſh Captivity, before it ac- 
rually began: Tn like, manner Danze), and the; reſt 
of the Prophets, deſigned that their Predictions 00 

the coming of the Aeſiah ſhould he underſtoo 
before his Appearance. The Apoſtles foretold the 
coming of Antichriſt, together wich his Deftruion : 
And they have alfo forewarned us of the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Dead, and the future Judgment. All. 
theſe we muſt believe before the Event; and { 
Knowledge, mult neceſſarily-. go before our Faith, 
by way of Foundation. Now this is not to be 
obtained by any Light of Nature, but is only to. 
be learned from the facred Scriptures. 
A. cbnclude this Article, we confeſs that ſome. 
of the Prophecies arè more obſcure, than others, 
and they are ſo much the more difficult to be ex- 
plained, as we attempt to give a particular Defini- 
rion of Times and Places. Farther, that which 1s 
but once or ſeldom ſaid, or related only by one 
Prophet, is not ſo eaſy to be explained, or put be- 
= all doubt. But as to that which is ſignified 
y many Prophets, and oftentimes by the very ſame 
Prophet, we need not be in ſo much doubt as to 
the meaning of it. They mutually afford Light 
to each other, and the Truth of the Argument 1s 
confirmed by many Witneſſes. 2 he general Con- 
clufion which we have premiſed is this, That the 
Jews "x at laſt. be reſtored. And we have ſhewn 
that this Concluſion has been oftentimes predicted 
by moſt of the Prophets, and for that Reaſon I 
| | _ 
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__ look upon it as an uncertain and dubious 
We, 0950975498 nen Dee NN 
It is in the ſecond Plate objeRed, that thoſe fu- 
ture good things which are literally predicted by 
the to the Fews, are indee allegorical, 
and to be transferred to the Chriſtian Church. I 
anſwer, that we envy the Chriſtian Church no Hap- 
pineſs, nor defire to detract from her Felicity; yet 
we would not exclude others, when they ſhall ac- 
knowledge the ſame Aaqlah; ler us rejoice at our 


Chriſtian Privileges, and magnify the extenſive 


Grace of God; but it ſeems very unreaſonable that 
we ſhould ſnatch at all thoſe good things which the 
Prophets have promiſed, and attribute all the evil 
Predictions to the es. Which is too frequent 
a Practice among Interpreters. But by what right 
are the Fews excluded from partaking with us in 


thoſe Promiſes which we have received from the 


their Diſcourſes to the Fews ? Certainly it be- 
hoved the Prophets to look after their Affairs in 
the firſt Place; and to premoniſh them of future 
Events, whether proſperous or afflictive. And 
ſometimes their very Words and Phraſeology ſhew 
ſome particular Matter, as when they mention the 
Children of 1/ael by Name, or ſpeak of the Land 
of Canaan, or their native Country, concerning 
Feruſalem, or the ten Tribes, about the Houſe of 
David, or the like. Theſe are not to be wreſted to 
4 contrary Senſe againſt the genuine Signification of 
the Words, and without any juſt Authority. Ir 
is indeed ſometimes proper and decent to transfer 
Words from a common Senſe ro a myſtical one; as 
often as a literal Interpretation would be attended 
with ſome Abſurdity, and offer Violence to the 
Nature of Things. But this is not to be done 
ralhly, and at the _— of the Interpreter to ſerve 
. 3 | an 


Mouth of Jewiſh Prophets, 92 were directing 
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an Hypotheſis, or defend ſome favourite Opinion, 
— ſolid Reaſon calls for ſuch a — | 
£ Beſides, thoſe Oracles of the ancient Prophets, 
given to the Fews, concerning their Reſtauration, 
we have ſeveral in the New Teſtament. that are ſo 
far from contradicting them, that they entirely 

ee and chime in with them. Y Chriſt is promiſed 
the. Throne of David, according to the Declaration 
of, the Angel; (Lale i. 32.) and the fame was ſaid 
before by Iſaiah. (c. ix. See 1 Kings viii. 25. 
2 Chron. vi. 16. Pſ. cxxxii. 11, 12. Now the 
Reſtauration of the Fews is joined to the Kingdom 
of David, that is the Meſſiah, by other Prophets; 
we have before taken notice of thoſe Places. (Fer. 
XXX. 9. and xxxiii. 15, 16. Exel XXIIiv. 22, 
24, 25, Cc. Hoſea iii. 5.) Beſides theſe, let us 
particularly attend to the Words of Gabriel in his 
Addreſs to the Virgin „being then about to 
conceive. Aud the Lord God ſball give wnto him 
(i. e. Chriſt) the Throne of bis Father David. And 
| be ſhall reign over the Houſe of Jacob for ever. Theſe 
Phraſes, of the Throm of David, and Reign over the 
Houſe of Facob, plainly point out the Children of 
Iſrael, and denote an external Kingdom, But how- 
ever you underſtand it, whether in a temporal or 
ſpiritual manner, Chriſt has not as yer either way 
reigned over the Fews; they are at preſent, and 
have been for a long time, without King or Prince, 
as Hoſea foretold. (e. iii. 4.) And as to a ſpirt- 
tual Kingdom, they yet continue rebellious, and far 
the greater Part of them are Enemies to Chriſt's 
Regal Office, and Aliens from the Chriſtian Faith; 
ſo that take which Interpretation you will, the 


Event does pot yet agree with the Meſſage of the 


Angel. 


We may add here the Song of Simeon, when 
ut; 


embraced the infant Savigur in his. Arms be cri 


e . Jaws." © $5 


Fo bet ores Light for n 
9 ael. (Lake ii. 32.) Wie 
born for the Glory of Il, 
to ſay, he 'was 


tual Ruin of fal. I fay perpe- 
wal if thete be 10 Futarn Mn whe bs ü 0 
and reign to the Glory of al. Call to mind if 
ou pleaſe how many and great things have been 
id by the concerning the furure Glory 
of a in the Days of the Aieſſab. And fince 


we have ſomewhere mentioned David, we will look 


_=_ ſome of his — we there "Devi, ow 
$ ſpoken t D whic 

bers. hers org in the Meſſiah; and where the 
Meſſiah as ke of, and his Days celebrated, wrach 
is denotinced againſt the — but Health and 
Triumph Pf; cx. 13. ) promiſed to Iffael. Theſe 


joyful rimes have nor as yet ed to the Fews - 
But what hinders but that t yer come ? 
According to the Promifes of God, ne Prophets, 


and the holy Angel. 
Far the third Place it is objected, or anſwered to 
Propoſition, that theſe Promiſes given to the 
were Conditional, and when the 
not fulfilled, the Promiſe does nor oblige the Spon- 
for. But, I fay, if he alſo promiſes that he will 
freely remit t Conditions, or cauſe them to be 
performed, either way the Promiſe muſt rake Effect. 
The Conditions requiſite, are R ce and 
Converſion to God: Now God has promiſed that 
he will give this Grace; and the People will be 


willing, and ready in rhe the Divine Power. 
Alſo Shen the ne dbe Reſtauration of 


they alſo declare that their Sins 1 
vii. 18, 19, 20. Hoſe xiv. 4 T God of 


his mere Gree and good Pfr bert fron r 


the 
forgiven. (Jer. xxxi. 34. Xxxiii. 


-YL 
} 
i 


$5 kink * 
: ” 
| A 4 


| xi 


88 Of the Future Reſtauration 


hoſe who are altogether undeſerving ; to the Fes 
r{t, and then to the Gentiles. And taking the 
ews into the Number of his Children, he 

their Sins out of a paternal Affection, and Remem- 


brance of his Covenant; as the Prophets often teſ- * 


tify. St. Paul who was a Partaker of this Grace, 
while he was yet very troubleſome to the Chriſtians, 
and a .vehement Perſecutor of them, foretels the 
future Recovery of the Fews, being mindful. of 
the Covenant which God made with their Fathers, 
| (Rom. xi. 26,=--29.) and of which he would not 
repent. Laſtly, Chriſt when dying interceded for 
the Jeu, and poured out Prayers to his Father for 
the Remiſſion of their Sins; Prayers that I ſuppoſe 
were in no wiſe unprofitable or unavailing. * 
$5 to ſer this Matter in a clear Light; we may 
conſider that whatever Wickedneſs the Fews have 
committed againſt Jeſus of Nazareth, they ſhall 
review it with Anguiſh of Mind, when they ſee 
the Son of Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven. 
(Dan. * 13. and from him the Author of 2 Macab. 
U. 7, 8. $ ln | 
Then ſhall they mourn for him, call him bleſſed 
and acknowledge him to be the Meſſiah. (Marr. 
xxiii. 39, and xxiv. 30. Jobn Xix 37. Rev. i. 
To that End God will pour out a Spirit of 
— and Supplication on the Houſe of David, to- 
gether with other Gifts of his holy Spirit. (Iſa. 
xxxii. 15, and xliv. 3. liv. 13. Joel ii. 28.) 
He will alſo give them a new and circumciſed Heart, 
and put a new Spirit within them. (Fer. xxxii. 
40. Exel, xi. 19, 20.) Can any thing farther 
be deſired? Is there any room left here for Evaſions ? 
God will take Care that the Means and Conditions 

be, performed as well as the End accompliſhed. 

We may farther obſerve, that it is not pro 
for Chriſtians to inſiſt too much on this 2 
2 about 


nn 


ef the' JI. 9 
about the conditional Nature of the Promiſes; leſt 
they give a Handle to the Fews to retort this Ar- 
gument upon them, when they are diſputing about 
the time of the Meſſiah's coming. Fog they ſay, 
that indeed the Meſſiah would have appeared ſooner, 
_ unleſs their Sins had prevented his coming. But 
the Promiſe (ſay they) was conditional; and fince 
their Part has not been as yet fulfilled, therefore 
neither has God performed his Part. Farther they 
ſay, that if God ran (without any injury to his 
Truth) leave his Promiſes to the Fews unaccom- 
pliſhed, why may he not alſo do ſo as to thoſe Pro- 
_ _— he - _ to the pr gm And 
thus they may elude-their Ho Expectations, 
either — the ſecond . the Meſſiah, or 
the Preſervation of his new Church and Inſtitution 
ſince the Chriſtians have no leſs abuſed their Reli- 
gion than the Fews formerly did theirs. 

Thus we have endeavoured to remove thoſe An- 
ſwers or Obſtacles, by which ſome endeavour to 
enervate the Force of thoſe Prophecies which reſpe& 
the happy Condition of /frazl. Among which 
Number thoſe called Allegoriſts are the chief: I 
mean they who turn thoſe Prophecies, which ac- 
cording to the literal and plain Signification of the 
Words terminate on the /raelites, into Allegories. 
We have before granted, and muſt ſtill confeſs that 
the Prophetic Stile is in many Places allegorical, and 
in others, diverſified with Hyperboles, Metaphors 
and Parables. Bur we muſt rake care that the Pro- 
phecies may not entirely vaniſh in Allegories, by 
too great a Freedom (or Licentiouſneſs rather) of 
Interpretation. Since we find in Iſaiab, and other 
Prophets a fanſous Deſcription of the future times 
of the Meſſiah, if in this Account we ſometimes 
meet with figurative Expreſſions, we ought not 
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0 Of the. Future Reſtauration 
Subſtance of the Declaration. Theſe 
Sayings at leaſt denote ſome future happy dimotz 
and a Life in general; ſuch as implies abun- 
z the —— — 


dance of all. good t 
ſerene Air, and — quiet Station. 

Unleſs you grant this, and own that the Words 
of the Prophets carry this general Senſe wich 
— the ** paſs but for a e 

rhaps you will ſay chat indeed che Ki 
—— the Meſſiah, according to the Prophets, 
to be Pacific, and the Lives of his Subjects ſerene; 
joyful, and — But that we do * at 
— enjoy t things becauſe. o — 
own Faults, in that Th not follow his Pre 
nor walk according to the Doctrine of the G . 
It is indeed rightly obſerved, that we do not . 
ficiently comply with the evangelical Precepts, but 
vou add Conditions to thoſe Prophecies, which are 
declared plainly and abſolutely: And we have al- 
ready ſhewn how incongruous it is for any Man 
out of his own Fancy to impoſe tacit Conditions 
on the Prophecies. God's Power and Goodneſs 
are ſufficient for the Performance of thoſe Promiſes 
which he has given, and all thoſe things which 
are neceſſary for their Accompliſhment. However, 
ter things be as they will on our Part, as alas they 
are indeed -very culpable ! yet the State of Nature 
„et preſent (which is wholly in the Power of God) 
25 Inclemency of the Air, the Infelicity of the 
Soil, and the Infirmity of our Bodies, will not 
permit us to enjoy the promiſed Plenty of all good 
things, or that State of 3 gi accompanied 
with long Life, which we find forerold by * 
Prophets: So that you ſee the Promiſes are not 
yet fulfilled on a double Account, Put to pro · 
feed: 
Yoy 


of the Juws. or 
Goo may obſerve that in this A about 
the Reſtauration of the Jews, theſe Interpreters 
mutilate and diminiſh the Promiſes of God in a 
| twofold manner. They transfer to the Chriſtians 
thoſe things which regard the z according to 
the genuine Signification of the Words; and accom- 
e them only to the former. Andhen they 
cut off thoſe temporal Bleſſings, which the Pro- 
$ mention her with ſpiritual ones, and re- 
in them wholly to ſpiritual and celeſtial things. 
In both theſe ways they flee to Allegories. When 
ey except and exclude the Fews, they ſeem to do 
rely againſt the Words of the Prophets, and 
the Nature of Things and Times which are pointed; 
out, as well as the ex Names of Places and Peo- 
ple, as we have obſerved before. And then they 
omit temporal good things, or change them into 
y ones, they caſt away the other Part of the 
Promiſes ; for the Prophets often mention theſe 
alſo, I am of Opinion that Chriſt is yet to be 
the King of the Fews in a more eminent manner 
than hitherto; that ſo theſe propheric Prophecies may 
not fail in any reſpect. It is certain he never re- 
jected this Title. And it was alſo by the Divine 
Providence affixed to the Croſs when he was expi- 
ring; and the chief Prieſts and Scribes then up- 
him with it. > When he was acknowledged 
to be the King of the Jews, either by the Iarlitet 
(Mark xi. 10. Jom Xii. 13.) or Heathens, (Aar. 
ii. 2.) our Saviour did not deny or fay any thing 
againſtit. And when the Diſciples were proclaim- 
ing him King, he was fo far from checking them 
that he faid, if they held their Peace the very 
Stones would cry out. (Lake xix. 40.) Laſtly, 
when Chriſt himſelf was asked by Pilate, whether 
he was the King of the run, he did not deny it, 
hat clayned chat Title as being the Adeſſas; and 
1 * : con* 
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gz Of the Future Reſtauration 
confirmed that Report which was generally received: 
concerning him. 2 5 | lz 
Let us know, I pray, in what Senſe Chriſt told | 
Pilate that he was the King of the-Fews, was it in 
a literal or allegorical one? The Queſtion was pro- 

nded in a literal Senſe, and did Chriſt anſwer 

| 25 ivocally? No certainly, but in that Senſe where- 
in he declared himſelf to be the Meſſiah, in the very 
ſame did he ſay that he was the King of the eus; 
according to the Predictions of the Prophets where 
theſe two are joined together. But the eus were 
miſtaken as to the times of his Kingdom, and did 

not rightly conſider the Difference between his pre- 
paratory and glorious Kingdom: The Apoſtles alſo 

fell into the ſame Error. (Acts i. 6.) * 

Let us farther, with reference to this Subject, 
conſider the Dialogue between Jeſus and Pilare, as 
it is fully related by St, John. (c. xviii.) When 
Pilate entered the ſecond time into the Judgment 
Hall he asked Jeſus, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
(v. 33, &c.) Then Jeſus before he anſwered him 
as to this, asked him, whether he ſaid this thing of 
himſelf, or others had told it him. Ty own Na- 
tion, ſays Pilate, and the chief Prieſts have delivered 
thee unto me, what haſt thou done? Jeſus anſwered, 
Ay Kingdom is not of this World ; if my Kingdom 
were of this World then would my Servants fight, that 
I ſhould not be delivered to the Fews, but now is my 
Kingdom not from hence. 

Then Pilate replied, Art thow a King then ? Jeſus 
anſwered, Thou ſayeſt that I am a King. To this 
End was I born, and for this Cauſe came I into the 
World, that I ſhould bear Witneſs unto the Truth: or 
reſtify what is Truth, 2 

Now what Truth does he here bear Witneſs to, 
if not to that abovementioned, namely, that he was 
the King of the Jews} And this is the very Teſ- 

timony 
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timony which St. Paul had in his Eye, wben he 
orts Timothy not to hun Martyrdom, or deſert 
his Profeſſion for fear of Death, citing the Exam. 
ple of Chriſt, 'who owned himſelf to be the King 
of the Fews, tho it was with the Danger of his 
Ef: +* ad OT 4 
But you may obſerve that our Saviour ſomewhat 
qualifies his Aſſertion, by obſerving that he did 
not at preſent actually enjoy his Kingdom, or ma- 
jeſtic Royalty. Otherwiſe, ſays he, my Servants, 
my Guards would have defended me, but now is 
my Kingdom not from hence. As if Feſks had 
ſaid, Now I claim my Right, the Kingdom which 
God bas promiſed me, tho' I do not exercife my 
regal Authority, i r vv a,] p, in this preſent 
Age; ſo that the Roman need fear nothing from 
my Empire. So that thoſe Words, not of this World, 
and ow, ſeem to me to denote not the Nature or 
Quality of Chriſt's Kingdom, but the time of his 
exerciſing it. See the Parable concerning Chriſt 
in the nineteenth Chapter of St. Leke's Goſpel. 
v. 12.) Fee = 
, Chriſt was anointed to be King, but he had not 
yet ſo much in Fact as in Right, exhibited himſelf 
as a King, being afterwards to receive a fuller Do- 
minion, as David who was a Type of him. (1 Sam. 
xvi. 12.) According to the prophetic Oracles, the 
King of the Bars and the Meſſiah were the ſame 
Petſon; and thus the Prophecy of Micah is ex- 
lained by St. Matthew, (o. ii. 6.) For out of thee, 
e is ſpeaking of Bethlehem, ſhall come a Governor 
that ſhall rule my People Iſrael. | 
If you . this of a ſpiritual Kingdom, 
it belongs to the Gentiles as well as //ael; indeed 
Chriſt has not as yet reigned over the Jews either 
literally or ſpiritually. For they, as we have before 
fl remain Rebellious againſt 3 
eir 
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54 Of the Future Reſtauration 
- their King, and altagether averſe to the Chriſtia 
Faich; baviag caſt of the Yoke-of Chriſt in erg 


.. Altho' we have not ſeen theſe temporal or fpiri« 
tual good things fulfilled, at leaſt with reference to 
the Jeu, we are not therefore to wonder, much 
lefs ro deſpair about the Truth of the Promiſes. 
There is an inted time when every particular 
Promiſe of God £ Mall be fulfilled, and the fer time 
for theſe Prophecies is not yet come. The Fulneſt 
of the Gentiles is not yet come in, as the Apoſtle 
+ (Rom. xi. 25.) And Chriſt fore that 
eruſalew ſhould be trodden daum till the times of the 
Gentiles were compleated; and when they were ac> 
8 
Hearts | taken away, t r 
with that Blindneſs whic! to Iſrael. (2 Cor. 
Iii. 15, 16.) And then ſhall Chriſt reign over the 
Houſe of Jacub, as well . as ſpiritually; ac- 
cording to the Prophecies'which have been repeated 
out of the Old and New Teſtament. M5 0 
You ſee we take in an external and temporal Kings 
dom, when the Apoſtles asked our Saviour after 
his Reſurrection. whether he would at that time re- 
ſtore the Kingdom to Iſracl: They mean a tem- 
Now what Anſwer does Chriſt make? N owe 
(Gays he) nat knowing the Scriptures. He does not 
3 that he was not to reign over 1frael. Hi 
Reply does not ſuppoſe, that the Diſciples were in 
any Miſtake as to the Matter itſelf, but only as to 
the Seaſon; and he checks their Curiofity in En- 
uiring after the particular times. I is nor ( ſays 
e) for you to know the Times, or the Seaſons, which 
the Father has put in bis own Power ; nor did he 
reprove, inſtru, or inform them otherwiſe. 
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| Tn like manner when che Sons of Zebeder-deſired 
the chief Seats in the of Chriſt, they 
=_ concerning an external and King- 
| vor did Chriſt deny that he was to have 
ſuch 8 one, or blame the Sons of Zebeder for their 
Faith in this Matter, bur left choſe . and 
Dignities to be diſpoſed of by his Father. 
theſe and ſuch like Places ee Oiriidning 
opportunity offered, never denied that he was t 
Nr fucure K — he never renounced his 


apt 
ing of the 3 
was GO God. ) If che Angel in his Ac to the ble 
ſed Virgin, when the was about to conceive, had 
24. K God ſhall give him the Throne of his Father 
David in a Pad Manner, and he ſhall pi 
reign over the Houſe of Facob, then there had been 
fome Reaſon for reſtraining the ancient Prophecies. 
But ſince the ancient Prophets ſpeak about his tem- 
poral as well as ed Ki and Glory; nor 
was there afterwards riction, or new Inter- 
pretation, made either by the Words of the A 
when he was declaring the Royal Dignity of Chri 
then about to be born, nor yet by the Words 
Chriſt himſelf, when he was publickly or privately 
diſcourſing about his Kingdom; nor _ by ay 
other ſacred Authority; fince, I thi 
thus, I do not ſee what hinders 3 
glorious Kingdom of Chriſt which we — men · 
tioned before, ſhould be underſtood in both Senſes. 
What hinders, did I ſay ? nay all Circumſtances on 
every {ide confirm and convince us that 
it muſt be ſo. Nor is there any Promiſe oftener 
repented i in the Old Teſtament (at leaſt if you ex- 
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t that about the coming of the Aaeſſiab) than hae 
which. concerns the Preſervation and future Reſtans - 
rio of the Jun. 
"(Hoviogabus premiſed and expourided theſe things; 
it remains that we enquire, by what Right and Au- 
thority. Expoſitors transfer the Kingdom of the 
Maſſiah, promiſed in the prophetical Writings to a 
mere ſpiritual Reign. Now Chriſt nor the Prophets; 
neither the nor the Apoſtles, as far as we can 

et perceive, have ever aſſerted any ſuch thing. 
ber Rules of Interpretation do they then rely on 
It is a received Rule among Expoſitors, whether 
Fews or Chriſtians, that we mat not depart from 
the Letter, but where we ate obliged to do. ſo by 
ſome Abſurdity or Contradiction in the Nature of 
Things. That Chriſtian-Interpreters are agreed 
about this Rule is, I ſuppoſe, paſt doubt; * the 
ews * have appointed themſelves the very ſame 
ule of n And this is what we have 
obſerved in our Expoſition of the Writings, as well 
of the Old as of the New Teſtament. e do not 
much reſent it, if you contrive to weaken the Force 
of one or two particular Places by Allegories ; but 
you take away the very Foundations if you aſſert 
that theſe Promiſes contain nothing eminent and 
particular, with reſpect to the cus. By this means 
you not only wreſt à particular Prophecy, but 
ſtrive againſt the whole. Stream of the prophetic 
Writings. We grant there is ſometimes Room for 


* Menaſſah Ben Iſrael, of the Reſurrection. Be it known 
that the Scripture muſt always be underſtood and explained ac- 
cording to the Letter, unleſs ſuch an Explication contains ſome 
thing Tat implies a Contradiction. Alſo the ame Author in his 
Treatiſe of the Tetm of Life; ge. ſays, the Fews believe the 
Letter as often as it contains no Abſurdity. But they admit of 
Allegories when the ſtrict Senſe, according to the Propriety of 
Ae whes th 6:5 fo, mpg N 
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Allegories 


4 al þ 


% 


. 


4 
, —" x 9 * , 8 
p * FE ar al "a. . . * 5 . 
w“ TT EREnTt a ; 
| 0 * * 
o - E 7 
Pd 4 


"We 


| 18 4 r +J E 8. q 0 | 97 
 Alegories. and Ggurative Expoſitions, when the 
Nature af the Sybjee callk for them. Bur I ehink 

it is dangerous to diſſolve famous and repeated Pro- 


* 
* 
- 
% 
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phecies t Allegories when there is no neceſſity, by 
This tmeans'we 


make them vaniſh and come to 


"When God promiſes. Heaven and a celeſtial Life 
to pious Men, with Crowns and Rivers of Pleaſart, 
on the other Hand, threatens the wicked with 
a Worm which ſhall never die, we readily. grant that 
we muſt a little depart from the Letter in the Inter- 
| ye ops Places, yet fo as that the Sub» 
ce of the Matter muſt be Nill retained 4 
that the one Sort ſhall partake of the higheſt Feli- 
city, and the other ſuffer the utmoſt Tortnent. 
Even in Allegaries, Parables, Hyperboles themſelves, 
and ſuch like figurative Speeches, there are (if we 
may ſo call them) certain Stamius which muſt not 
„ eee 4 King: 
(The Promiſes concerning the coming and Kin 
of the Meſſiah were - to the Fathers, — 
Iſraelites, by way of Conſolation, and that they ind 
their Poſterity for ever might have Cauſe-to re- 
joice and trium h. But by this method of inter- 
preting the Pre, ets, you cut off all Hope from 
Iſracl, and deſtroy, both Root and Branches, as if 


the Counſels of Go were variable, or his Oaths of 


an uncertain Signiſi cation. For. hitherto the Jews, 
inſtead of enjoying peculiar Bleſſings, ſince the 
coming of the Meſſiah, have ſu the greateſt 


. Calamities. And, unleſs like Perſons returning 


from the Dead, they receive again the Land of their 
Fathers ſo often promiſed, they are wholly cut off 
from thoſe Belag; which are ſa often promiſed 


them in the ficred Writings he bleſſed Virgin 
ſeemed to expect other things, namely, that ſhe 
ſhould bring forth one who would be a Friend and 
a, Benefactor to 1ſfach (Lag i. 54, 55.) when 

F being 
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being divinely inſpired, and bear in her 
IN r 
in «of 
eur Fathers, to Abraham 2 ob RY | 
| MoreoverZachariaz,being filled with theHoly Ghoſt 
when he propheſied about the Birth of Chriſt, faid 
thus, (Lake i, 68, cr.) Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Ia, for be hath viſited, and redeemed hit People. 
Lind bath raiſid up a Horn of Salvation for us in the 
Honſe of his Servant David, As be ſpaky by the 
Month of bis 3 which have been ſince the 
World began. we ſhould be ſaved our E- 
wemies, and from the Hand of all that hate us To 
perform the Mercy promiſed to our Fathers, and to re- 
member his holy 25 The Oath which he ſware 
to our Father Abraham, that he would grant unto us, 
that aue being delivered from the Hands of our Enemies, 
ght ſerve Tom without Fear. In Holineſs and Rigb- 
teomſneſi before him, all the Days of our Lives, , 
In this ſacred Hymn Zacharias offers to God the 
firſt Fruits of his Speech after his Tongue was looſed. 
He in a particular manner praiſes his Name for the 
Meſſiah that was ſoon to be born, and triumphs in 
the Contemplation of thoſe good things, which 
ſhould come from thence to Iſrael. He pronounces - 
Salvation, Peace, and Freedom from all Enemies on 
Iſrael, and produces the Fathers and Prophets as 
Witneſſes from the earlieſt} Ages; nor did he do it 
unadviſedly, he has Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſer, 
David, Iſaiah, and the reſt of the Prophets, as well 
greater as leſſer, to confirm his Opinion. This 
Promiſe comprehends the ſacred Faith of all Ages, 
ancient and later times, the Oracles of both the 
Old and New Teſtament, even from the Days of 
Abraham to our Saviour's Birth, Death, Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion into Heaven. All Authos 


rities agree and conſpire in this S I fay * 
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. 0 he well obſerves fad- 
ther, that, The Or introduced dy the 
frau, Millenarians, who have fixed upon i more 
I” modern Situation, and have taken care for pro- 
r ſent Feliciry equal to their Wiſhes, have watthed 
e ſeveri Fanatic „dad blewn their vain 
ac: into Tumulyi, to the Offence and Scandal 
of wiſe and diſereet Men, sad have caſt a Sar 
40 ö 175 are tho in Nr meaſure hated 
> * 

This juſt Sandi De; TY was ſelf 
evident Aale the time of our G, in almoſt 
every enthuſiaſtic Freak of the ffth-monarchy- Se, 
into whoſe Conduct we ſhall make fome Enquiry, 
ab being very applicable to our preſent Purpoſe. 
In the Vea 1643 one of the chief Paſtors among 
thoſe People, and who (in the Stile of the Times) 
called himſelf a London Divine; was Mr. Jobs Archer ; 
he publiſhed x Book, Of the Perſonal Reign ef | 
- 00 — laying forth and proving that J eſus Chriſt, 
aber with the Saints, ſhould vf h poſſeſs a mess. 


0 See Mr rag Tranſlation "of The Stateif the Dralival 
F 77 I. 
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aral State and” "in this World. This Book 

wis, about ſeven Years after, judiciouſſy and tho- 
roughly examined by an Anon Vriter, as 
fully appears by its /mprimarer *. 
Fe gives us 4 regular Abſtract of Mr, Archer's 
Performance, and declares, that he was One eſteemed 
of ſo Sanctity and Worth, as that no mean 
Perſon doubted to file him amongſt Men as precious 
as any the Earth bore in his time I ſhall fearleſly _ 


- (adds he) take his Word for the Point in hand; and 


ſhall firſt ſum up his Doctrine concerning this 
Subject, and then ſhew the Improbabilities and In- 
congruities of it; the rather for that I perceive. his 
Conceptions pe generally for the current Tenet of 
the Fautors of this plauſible Opinion. = 


Mr. Archer lays for his Foundation, that there 


is a Three-fold Kingdom of Chriſt ; one Providential, 
which is that univerſal Soveraignty by which Jeſus 

Chriſt manageth the Affairs of all the World, both 
in Heaven and Earth; another Spiritual, which is 
that Soveraignty which he exerciſes over the Con- 
ſciences of ſome People, and in ſpecial the Elect; 

ſubduing them by his Word and Spirit to an uni- 

verſal Obedience of him; a third Aonarchical, where- 
in Chriſt, when he enters upon it, will govern as 
earthly Monarchs do; that 1s univerfally over the 
World, and in a worldly, viſible and earthly Glory; 
not by Tyranny and Oppreſſion, and Senfually, 
but -with Honour, Peace, Riches, and whatſoever 


* The Title of the Piece here referred to is as follows, viz. 
The Revelation Unrevealed, concerning the thouſand Tears Reign of 
"The Saints with Chriſt upon Earth. 12. 1650. | | 

I have peruſed this Polemical Diſcourſe” againſt the Tenets 
« of the Millenaries, and find it to be ſo learned and. judicious, 
* and penned with ſuck ſweet Sobriety and Gall-leſs Modera- 


[= tion, that] approve it very well worthy the Printing and Pub- 
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in and of, the World is not ſinful z ſo us Chr 
ſhall adminiſter this ignty over all the Earth, 
in a viſible, and | worldly ner, for Splendor, 
' Riches, Peace, Cc. tho? not in a fleſhly or. ſinful 
Manner: He chence deſcends to the Confidetation 
of the Manger of this Kingdom of Chriſt, both in 
the Extent and Qualities of it. The Extent of it 
he makes to be unto all-rea Creatures, Angels, 
Devils and Men; ſhewing that the high ones of 
the Earth, Kings, and their Monarchies ſhall fall 
before, the Lord, both Sun and Moon. Majeſty 
of an higher and lower Rank ſhall vaniſh before 
him; he ſhall change all worldly Cuſtom, and ſo 
all kingly Glory; and ſet up a new, even his own 
Glory... Secondly, for the opening of the Quality 
of it, he makes a double-Day-of-Judgment; one 
ſtrictly for a partial Judgment of ſome, not all; 
wherein many, both Saints and Sinners, ſhall be 
judged, and that with great Terror and Solemnity.; 
the other general, wherein all Men and Devils ſhall 
be judged; bringing a World of Saints and Sinners 

ficſt to the Bar of that more partial and ſtrictly- 
taken Judgment, long before the laſt and general 


Day. 

| Bur even that former ſhall be, he faith, a gene- 
ral Judging (tho' not to the ſecond Death) of all 
the Ungodly in the World, at leaſt of all that will 
not ſtoop to Chriſt's Scepter; and Secondly, ad- 
judging to the Saints alive, who ſhall be blamed for 
their former failings. | REA 
No theſe two Times and Degrees of Judgment 
begin and end Chriſt's Kingdom or Monarchies ; 
ſo as all the time of his reign may be fitly called a 
Day of Judgment, wherein there is an Evening and 
Morning, anſwerable to the natural Day: In the 
Evening or firſt Part of Chriſt's Kingdom there is 
firſt an end, or withdrawing and ceaſing of the 
| = Light 
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Light and Glory of the fort- bing Day; fo Chi- 

— be in wh ee Giro tag of Peace | 

and Comfort, and in following 
Troubles ſhall begin to ariſe upon thoſe, who 

ſhall be the Subjects of Chriſt's Monarchy, both 


ving Gentiles and Jews, with J/raelites, or the 
ten Tribes, who ſhall be all converted, and greatly 
troubled; but when that Trouble is at the heighe, 
then comes the beginning of Chriſt's Kingdom. 
At the firſt ſetting up then of this Kingdom. Chriſt 
ſhall come. from Heaven viſibly, even as he went 


Darkneſs; in that 


thither; which yet is not his ſaſt comiag to the 


Aſt Judgment, but a middle coming betwixt the 
two other; for Chriſt, he faith, hath comings: 
the firſt when he came to take our Nature; the 
fecond when he comes to receive his Kingdom, for 
the receiving of which he went to Heaven; the 
third when he comes to judge All and end the World: 
This ſecond coming of Chriſt ſhal} be long before 
his coming to the . In which ſecond: 
coming Chriſt will do theſe three things. Firſt, 
he will raiſe up the -Saints which are dead before 
this his coming, not only ſuch as have been mar- 
tyred as ſome think, bur all Saints who have died 
in the Faith; for which cauſe he is ſaid to come 
with all his Saints. (Zach. xiv. 5.) But all the Dead 
which are not Saints, ſhall lie ſtill in the Duſt, till 
the 8 and general Judgment, for the ſecorid 
Deat . / | * 
The Saints which are thus raiſed in the very firſt 
Reſurrect ion, ſhall not return to a mortal State of 
Body again, nor yet be ſo perſectly glorified as the 
ſhall be afterwards; for then the People on — 
could not bear their Preſence, for they ſhall ſhine 
as the Sun, but they ſhall be in a middle State, be- 
twixt Glory and Mortality, as Chriſt was after his 
Re ſurrection, before his Aſcenſion : Secondly, 15 
| WI 
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vilt-Jeſtiop the wicked' People on Berth, for 
about the time of hi coming ſhalt combine again 
_ the Saints 3 sad then win Chriſt ſuddenly ſurpriſe 
them to their Ruin; now this Ruin of the wicked, 


ſhall not be as yet univerſal to every 2 
he will ruin the Armies of them, and ſo 


the 


a d Head ted Ann "af then, ave "wah 124 


the E at the Red Sea, and the reſt he will 

malte 8 und it ſeems that ſome 
wicked ſhall” be left for 4 Seed to theſe Nations, 
bdececnuſe by the End of Chriſt's Kingdom, Geg and 
Mageg (hall riſe agrinſt the Saints, which” cannot 
ariſe out of ſuch as prove Hypoerites, orexcommu-- 
nicated, for ther wal be none ſuch there; but 
theſs' wicked ones left, ral by the Nations ruled with 
Tron. (Rev. ii. 27.) 

Thirdly, he ſhall examine, dlains ind ſhame the 
Saints who are alive at his coming, if they be found 
to have walked loofely ; he will not kill them, nor 
change them in a moment, bur ſhame them; there- 
e to be holy, that wo be wot blamed 


1 ts Child bed thes dene, put his 
Kirigdom, into Form, he will withdraw to Heaven 
again, and leave the Government to the dead Saints 
raiſedup; among whom the Apoſtles ſhall be chief, 
and they ſhall have the Government of thoſe Saints 
which are found alive; that is, they and all Be- 
JHevers ſhall rule the World, in which the twelve 
Tribes ſhall be chief, and they ſhall not only rule 
Kings, but as Prieſts; that is, diſciplite” * 
'Sonls as well as their Bodies. 

Now for that it might ſeem to be no ſmall Ds 
mage for the Souls of Saints dead to be fetched from 
Heaven to live again upon Earth, with Men, in their 
Bodies; he tells us that it is likely the Souls of the 
departed Saints. are not in the higheſt Heaven, but 
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in a middle Place better than are ; 
to the higheſt Heaven, which Place is meant 
Paradiſe in the New Teſtament; which a 
he conceives to be below the third Heaven, — | 
therefore ſurely to be in the Region, or Element 
of Fire, where the Sun and Stars are, or in the 
higheſt 2334 which is called emen 
in Scripture. 

Theſe Saints Souls fetched Com this Paradiſe, 
and joined with their Bodies raiſed from the Dead 
(which is the firſt Reſurrection) they rule Chriſt's 
Kingdom, even all of them, tho' ſome of them uf | 

re eminent Place than others. 

The Perſons that ſhall be governed, or the Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom, ſhall be all that live upon 
Earth, and the Place they ſhall govern ſhall be the 
whole World; the Saints ſhall be ruled like the I/ 
raclites under Solomon, the wicked as Slaves; thofe 
ten of the twelve Tribes that are-loſt, ſhall be found 
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out and made Subjects of this Kingdom; the Cities 


of the Tribes ſhall be built again, eſpecially Zerw- 
ſalem, which ſhall be the, moſt eminent City then 
in the World. The //aclites ſhall be firſt raiſed to 
this Glory, and at Fers/alem will Chriſt begin to 
ſhew himfelf; and from the //aclites ſhall ny 
deſcend to the Gentiles. 

The Privileges of tiſis Kingdom hall be won- 
derful: Firſt, all the Subjects of it that are Free- 
men ſhall be holy, and not ſeemingly Saints, but 
true Saints, not any Sinners. Nothing that defileth, 
ſhall be then, no Hypocrite; no Perſon excommu- 
nicated, as proving bad; nor any of the Children 
of theſe Saints ſhall prove naught, but all ſhall be 
elect, and prove Saints, and the Seed of the Bleſſed; 
for if any of their Iſſue ſhould prove rente: 
or wicked Perſons, it would ſo affect them that 
* ſnould not have afin Joy; neither could 
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there: null be no Sorrow nor Weeping: They ſhall 
be edified immediately from God in Chriſt ; the Sa» 


to ſet up his Kingdom: Chriſt will hold them 
in Fulneſs of Grace, tho' not in full Perfection of 
Grace till the laſt general Judgment, or their Tranſ- 


lation to Heaven. | | | 48. 
There ſhall be a full and preſent Anſwer to all 
g no Sin to keep good 


their Prayers, there bein 

© | There ſhall be a Fulneſs of all temporal Bleſſings, 
as Peace, Safety, Riches, Health, long Liſe, or 
whatſoever can be had in this World. 0 
They ſhall have Exemption from all bodily 
Troubles. | F ö | 


Every one ſhall live an hundred Years; no In- 
fant, nor any other ſhall die ſooner ; there ſhall be 


no Sickneſs, or Grief to conſume their Strength; ab 
tho a natural Death ſhall be, yet there ſhall be no 


violent or untimely Death by any Grief, Sickneſs 
or Trouble: Satan ſhall be wholly reſtrained 


from tempting them to Sin; or others to trouble 


vil ſhall be let 


them. | 
Original Corruption 


i | ſhall, be kept in, not to 


break forth into any groſs way. To which he 


adds; they ſhall not be infected with Popery, - 
This for the Evening or firſt Part hriſt's 


Kingdom. Now when this Kin of Chriſt 


hath laſted to many Generations, theSlaves and Tri- 


butaries will be grown to Multitudes; theſe. under 


the Name of Geog and Magog, upon whom the De- 
ooſe, ſhall be drawn by Saran to 
aſſault the Saints, which Trouble ſhall not be long; 


it ſhall be ſudden and violent, but ſhore ; for Chriſt 


ſhall ſuddenly come from Heaven, and with Fire 
Kill all the wicked ones, not ä 
| | ve 
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es upon Earth.” This Aſſauk of the Wicked en 


Chriſt take for the Occaſion oſ his coming to the : 
3 before” which he ſhall * 
au 2 Moment change the Bodies of ell his Saintes 
that are not desd but alive ar his coming; and raiſe 
6 up the dead Bodies of the Saifits, who lived and 
died during this Kingdom of Chriſt ; and they to- 
ether with the changed Saints ſhall meet the Lord 
Fekus in the Alr, coming agiin from Meaverl, never 
more to be parted. | 

Then ſhall all the Wicked be raiſed up froth Ci 
to the haſt wicked Man that is found on the Earth; 
and now ſhall be the Judgment, which we call the 
Depot] of Judgment; whic being finiſhed the Saints 

be carried £4 with Chriſt for ever into Heaven; 
— the Wicked ſent with the Devil into Hell; 
which Hell (all nor be the fame which is now ſo 
called. but Another; this being now but as a Priſon; 
thats the Place of Execution and Torment. 

The Hell that now is ſerving only to reſerve 
0 Spirits, which have no Bodies till the 
Execution at the laſt Day; at which time this Hell 
ſhall ceaſe and be ſwallowed up. The Hell that 
ſhall be for Torment, ſhall be all this lower and 
viſible World of Earth, Waters, and the lower 
Heavens reduced by God then to their firſt Chaos 
of Confuſion.  - 

Now this Kingdom of Chriſt, tho” for the Even- 

or firſt Part of it, it is expreſly determined to 
5 a thouſand Years, or ten Generations, yet the 
— or latter Part of it, is not expreſſed in 
Scripture how long it ſhall endure; but doubtleſs, 
will laſt along time; and though called but a Day 
of Judgment, yet it may haſt a thouſand Years, as 
the other is to do; becauſe, this is the time in 
which God's Mercy, Juſtice, Truth, Power is tb 
be gloriouſty revealed before all Men and Devils; 
* 
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ee wo. 
dn wer Sinner ie to be Glenckd in his Rer. 
onings, or convinced, which muſt require much 


GU; 5537 23,07 dr ndl 20263 1.215081 
©, Secondly, .;this.is the time in which Jeſus Chriſt 
is to Triumph and Lord it over all reaſonable Cres- 
ttꝛtres, to be worſhipped and acknowledged by every 
one in Hesven, Earth, and under the Earth. 
Thirdly, the Solemnity of it were to little Pur» | 
poſe if it were not to laſt long; as we deride great 
Preparations and Pomp for a ſhort Show. „rr 
Laſtiy, every. AR of reaſonable Creatures being 
immortal, ſhall not only abide for ever in Heayen 
or Hell, buc be revived and brought ſorth in that 
Day before all the World; and all theſe Acts ſrom 
a to the laſt of Mankind, ſhall be orderly and 
Tar proceeded in by Books as in a Court of 
uſtice, 1 4240 | 1240 
When all this is done, and the 6nal Sentence 
pronounced upon all Creatures, both bleſſed nad 
curſed, then will Chriſt reſign his Kingdom to tlie 
Father, and this World together with his King - 
dom ſhall ende. ig 1 
(For the- Beginning of this Monarchy of Chriſt 
id muſt be ſet up (faith he) the laſt in the World, 
after the other Four are paſſed, whereof the Rama 
is the laſt ; that being divided into the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern Monarchy ; and out of the Weſtern ten 
Horns, or Kingdoms ariſing, and among them an- 
other little Horn moſt Blaſphemous, which is the 
Papacy; when theſe ten Kingdoms, and the Papa» 
cy ſhall be put to an end, then is the Beginning 
of his Kingdom of Chriſt, which (faith he, by 
comparing of Daniel with the Revelation) ſhall be 
Anno 1666, the Number of the Beaſt (only the 
Chouſand (becatiſe it comes ſeldom) left out.) 
Three Years and an half before this 1666, the 
| Papal-Power ſhall have Support in Europe; all the 
IND: ten 
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tde ten Tribes of If; both which ſhall, after 
their Converſion for forty five Years after, ſuffer 


dom, or the thouſand Years ſhall begin, it is ly 
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Ten Kingdoms apoſtatizing to ws nh and yt One 
of them ſhall rebels to . Tail. * r 


Tn the Years of Chriſt 1650, or 1656. the 1 
vaelites are to be delivered by being called to Chriſ- 


tianity, both Fews which were two Tribes, and 


great Trouble from A ans, Heathens, Pa- 
piſts. Upon all which Computations it is — 
(faith he) that Chriſt's coming from Heaven, ai 
the raiſing the Dead, and beginning his Kingdom, 
and the thouſand Vears will be about the Vear of 
our Lord 1900 ; for it is to be about forty five 
Years after 1670, or 1676. 
© Now it being found out when Chriſt's Ki 
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Che faith) to gueſs when the time of the laſt gene-. 
ral Judgment, and the World's end ſhall be; which 
neither Angels nor Chriſt himſelf as Man, did in 
choſe Days, when the Diſciples asked the Queſtion, 
know, for it was locked up in the Father's Secrets, 
But after Chriſt's Sufferings, and Aſcenſion, all the 
Father's Secrets were revealed to him, for he was 
worthy, and he reveals them to the Churches by 
; opening the meaning of Daniel's time, times, 
and half a time, (which no Creature could expound) 
to be 42 Months, or 1260 Days. He tells us ex- 
preſly that his Kingdom ſhould laſt after it was 
fully ſettled a thouſand Years, and then ſhould be 
2a little Diſturbance; ſo as we have ſome Comfort 
that there is Hope the Troubles of us Gentile- 
Chriſtians ſhall ceaſe about 666; but till thoſe Days 
we are like to ſee ſad times, for it is to be feared 

that Popery ſhall again over-run Europe, and brin 
back under Papa! Power every King in Europe, nd 
ſuppreſs all their Oppoſers in every Kingdom ; by 
this Revolting of the Kingdoms to Popery, it 
Comes. 


the Streets; but before Antichriſt can have time to 
ſour Years, the Witneſſes ſhall be raiſed 
up, and one of the ten Kingdoms fall off from him 
and ruin the City of Rowe. But 4 * the Papacy 
ſhall breathe and by 2 get head and join with 
Turi, Tartar, and the Chriſtians in Eurqe; but from 
this Danger will Chriſt fave all Chriſtians by his 
coming, and A up of his Kingdom, 

/Thus I have faithfully related the Opinion, and 
ummarily contracted Mr. Archer's whole Diſ- 


triumph 


- I ſhall firſt obſerve; Thar which is the general 


Fault, not only of this Author, but of all others 
that look towards the Millenary- Way, and which 
is indeed the main Ground of all their Heterodoxy 


in this Point, that they put a wereh-literal Con» 


ſirnftion upon the Prophecies and Promiſes of Scri 
ture, which the Holy Ghoſt intended only to 

piritnally underſtood; hence it is, that thoſe 2 
redictions, which we meet in every Page of the 
Prophets, "of the | the Kingdom of Chriſt, the 


re-edifying of the Jewiſh Cities, the Pomp and 
ored Iſrael, their large Privi- 


Magaificence of 
| leges and marvelous Atchievements, are altogether 

drawn to a groſs, corporal, and ſyllabical Senſe ; 
 whichcheJud ment of the whole Chriſtian Church, 
ſeconded by the Event, hath upon good Grounds 
ever conſtructed not of the Letter, but the Spirit. 
I remember ſome thirty Years, or more, ago, a 


learned Gentleman, an eminent Serjeant at Law, a 


Man very skilful in the holy Tongue, and that 


profeſſed no leſs Acquaintance with the Laws of 


God, than of Man, publiſhed a large Volume con- 
cerning, not the imminent Converſion only, but 
alſo the Royal State of the Fews, their abſolute, 
and univerſal Monarchy, their awful Soveraignty 


over 
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zomes that the Witneſſes are lain, and lie dead in 
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- . over all the Kings of the Earth, the Glory of their 
Empire, the Splendor of their Court and Cities, 
gathering up to this Pufpoſe, all the glorious Pro- 
miſes, which occur every where in the Prophets 
at the Sight whereof that deeply-judicious King 
* James, of precious Memory, was highly offende 
and after the peruſal of ſome offenſive Pallages, com- 
manded me, then attending him, to carry the Book 
to the Synod at Welminſer then Sitting, for their 
Cenſure; who u a ſerious Examination, with . 
much Zeal unanimouſly ſentenced it to a; ſpeedy: + 
Suppreſſion, as that which did herere in cortice, and 
ſavoured too ſtrong of the Fleſh ; as being too ſer- 
vilely addicted to the Letter. And now, t ole very 
Texts, whoſe miſunderſtanding hath: hitherto led 
the Jews into à Fool's Paradiſe by expecting an 
earthly Glory, are no leſs confidently taken up by 
the Favourers of this Opinion, as the main Gr | 
of their Defence; for Inſtance, the Lord by his 
Prophet Zachariah hath ſaid; The Lord ſhall inherit _ 
waah his Portion in the holy. Land: and ſhall*'chooſe 
Teruſalem again, ſing aud rejoice, O Daughter of Sion, 
for lo I come, and will dwell in the midſt of thee, ſaith 
che Lord. This is by the Author of Siow's Joy 
applied ro that repaired and happy Eſtate of the 
City of Jeruſalem at this ſecond coming of Chriſt 
in Glory; whereas the Prophet only foretels the 
Reſtauration of that City and Country after their 
then preſent Captivity, and under that Figure de- 
ſcribes the comfortable Condition of the Evangeli- 
cal Church: So again by the Prophet Iſaiah, God 
faith ; J will bring forth a Seed out of Jacob, and 
ont of Fudah an Inheritance of my Mountais, and 
mine Elect ſhall inherit it; and my Servants ſpall awell 
there. This the ſame Author cites in a literal way 
to make good the Re- ſettlement of the Jews in that 
ancient City of their Inheritance; why doth he 
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as well add that which followeth ; Aud Sharon 


4 


dot 
lace 2 
fonſale the Lord,” that forget my 
Surely, if one of them be applicable to the new Fe- 
ruſalem, the other muſt be ſo alſo: The Truth is, 


ſpall be 
7 
that 


theſe Prophecies have their Reference either to God's 


under t 


as tedious to 
dle ſay there is ſcarce any one, whoſe either Words 


mercifol Dealing with Jeruſalem upon their Return 


from their Babyloniſ# Captivity; or by an unuſual 
Allegory, (expreſs bis gracious Purpoſe to the Church 


earthly Re-eſgbliſhmentof the Jewiſh Nation in 
their long · ſince forgotten Poſſeſſions: It were as eaſ 
{s thro' all thoſe Scriptures whic 
are wont to be alledged in this Caſe; whereof I 


of Context do not evidently bewray their miſ- 
plication; or, if that did not, yet the Event would; 
for as much as the time is now at hand, wherein 


theſe Promiſes of the general Call, and out ward 


Magnificence of theſe ancient People of God, ſnould 


according to the Conſtruction of our new Chiliaſts 
be either well forward or accompliſhed (as we ſhall 
ſee in the Sequel) whereas there is nat yet the leaſt 
Motion towards it in all the World, 

Beſides ſome of their miſ-conſtrued Texts will 
neceſſarily croſs the way of us, upon occaſion of 
the ſeveral Paſſages which we are about to exa- 
mine. | | | | 
. Of Paradoxes let it be the firſt but nor the leaſt, 
that Chriſt the Son of God now glorified ſhall come 


and: perſonally ſet up, and adminiſter a Monarchi- 
cal State of a Ki here upon Earth in a viſt- 
ble and worldly Manner, for Splendor, Riches, 
Peace, & Co . 


I thought we had heard him ſay, ” + dow is 
or 


wot of this World; now, 1 what World do Riches 


- 


for the Herds to lie down in; but ye are they _ 
holy Mountain: 
ot 


Golpel, without any reſpect at all to an 


and 
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and Honour and earthly Contentments belong, if 
not to this? If he govern as earthly Meuse Bi 
done, in à worldly, viſible, earthly- Glory (ſuch . 
are the Words) how is his Kingdom not of this 
World: Surely this is more than ever the v | 
expected, or dreamed of; they have looked for a 
| Meſſiah, that ſhould exerciſe kingly Authority in 
the World; but they never looked for a glorified 
Meſſiah to come down from Heaven to rule upo! 
Earth. Zebedee's Wife certainly never thought of 
ſuch a Kingdom, wherein her Sons ſhould be the 
primier Peers: Neither did the good Thief think 
of ſuch a State, when he ſaid, Lord, remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom; we have heard 
of an abſolute Soveraignty of Chriſt, as God; of 
a delegated Soveraignty as Mediator; we have heard 
of his Rule in the Heart, of his Rule in the Church. 
but of his Monarchigal Rule in the World, for a 
whole thouſand Years in a worldly, viſible, earthly 
Glory, we never yet heard, and think it very ſtrange 
News to Chriſtian Eare. 
But much more ſtrange News it is, that all the 
Prophets ſince the World began have ſpoken of this 
marvellous Monarchy, and yet that we never heard 
of it in the Writings of all the Fathers and Doctors 
of the Chriſtian Church, till this Day: It is no 
whit ſtrange, that God's People ſhould be abuſed 
by the feigned Gloſſes of Men, drawing thoſe Scrip- 
tures which ſpeak of Chriſt's coming to the final 
Judgment of the World, to the Senſe of that ima- 
ginary Kingdom which hath being no where but 
in their own Brain; but without any Intention of 
a formal Confuration, I purpoſe only to give ſome 
light touches at thoſe paradoxal and unwarrantable 
Poſitions, which I meet with in this Diſcourſe. » 
Thar in this viſible Monarchy of Chriſt he ſhall 
change all worldly Cuſtoms, and put down all 
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kingly Power and Greatneſs (however juſt) and fer t: 
up anew; ſo as there ſtrall:be no more Lords but 
he, even as the earthly Monarchies ſwallowed al! 
kingly Power under them, may well paſs for a ſuſ- 
ficient Patadox: We grant indeed, there ſhall be 
none in Competition with him, even in his fpiri- 
tual Rule; but that there ſhall be none in Subordi- 
nation to him in his ſuppoſed viſible Monarchy, / 
were too bold a Word, - > 5 
That there ſhall be a double Judgment, one a 
thouſand Years before the other; the one wherein 
many, both Saints and Sinners, ſhall be judged, and 
that with great Terror and Solemnity, which ſhall 
be a general Judging (tho' not to the ſecond Death) 
of all the Ungodly in the World; at leaſt of all 
that will not ſtoop to Chriſt's Scepter; the other 
of all Devils and Men, upon the Expiration of thoſe 
thouſand Vears, in that univerſal Appearance before 
God at that great Day, is an Aſſertion as bold as 
groundleſs, apy 2; Te; oof nv; EAT, eee 
We have heard of a particular Doom paſſing up- 
on every Soul immediately upon the Parting” from: 
this. Houſe: of Clay; and of a general Judicature'in 
thoſe common Aſſi zes of the World; but of a mid- 
dle Seſſions, betwixt both theſe, in which all the 
ungodly ſhall#be arraigned, and ſentenced to a tem- 
poral Death, or perpetual Vaſſalage, was never either 
ſpoken of by God, or heard of by Men. 
That there is a threefold coming of Chriſt. The 
firſt, when he came to take our Nature; the ſecond, 
when he comes to receive his Kingdom; the third; 
when he comes to Judge all, and end the World; 
may well paſs for a Paradox, not inferior to the 
reſt ; beſides, the metaphorical comings of Chriſt 
to any Soul, or Nation, whether in Mercy, or 
Judgment; we have ever heard of one coming of 
pur Saviour, paſt, in r Weakneſs; another to 
| 2 come 
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come in divine Power, and: Glory; but that there 
ſhould be a third coming down from Heaven to 
Earth, betwixt theſe, is ſtrange News to Chriſtian 
Ears; which were heretoſore wont to be inured to 
our old Apoſtolic, Arhauaſar, and Nene Crteeds; 
and to hear, From rbende ſhall he tum #6 Fudge ib 
Quick and the Dead: No coming therefore till he 
come to judgment; and that there may be no 
thought of an intermediate and partial Judgment in 

the Beginning of that thouſand Years, the Creed 
which we were wont to profeſs in our Baptiſm,” 
ran thus; We believe that in the End of the World, be 
ſhall come to Fuage the QOwich and the Dead; lo, in 
= End of the World, not a thouſand Years be- 

ore it. 4 5029 

Let all good Chriſtians ſtick cloſe to their old 
Creeds, the Faith which was once delivered tothe Saints, 
and not ſuffer them ſelves ro be carried away with every 
Gale of new Doctrine. That of Terthillian is a fure 
Rule, Primum verum, the firſt is trum. 
Neceſſarily depending upon this, is that other 
groſs Conceit of a double general Reſurrettion; the 
one, of thoſe Saints which were dead beſore this 
coming of Chriſt which ſhall be raiſed up a thou- 
ſand Years before the reſt ar his next coming; the 
other of all Fleſh at the End of the World, andthe 
final coming and Judgment. Bur whether that firſt 
Reſurrection ſhall be only proper and petuhat to 
Martyrs that have died for the Name of Chriſt, 
or common to all the Saints; let our Chilisfs argue a- 
mong themſelves; their Opinions do no leſs diſagree 
from each other, than they all do from the Truth: 
Alas, good Martha, thou wert much deceived, when 
thou ſaidſt concerning thy Brother Lizarms, I know he 
ſpall riſe again in the Keſurrettion at the la Day ; Why, 
Woman, the Reſurrection of that Saint, thy Bro- 
ther, ſhall be a thouſand Ycars ſooner than thou 
thoughteſt 
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choughreſt of; neither did St. Paul ever take No- 
rice of this firſt ReſurreRion of the Saints; while 
he adjures his Timothy before God, and the Lord 7eſus 
Chrift, who ſhall judge the Quick «nd the Dead & bis 
Appearing For fiirely the Lord Ixsus's judging of | 
the 8 57 and Dead (indefinitely ſpoken ) muſt 
foppoſe a Reſurrection of all the Dead whom be 
' judgerh'; but here, faith the Chiligf, is only in 
Chriſt's next appearing, a Refurrection of the dead 
Saints, and a judging of none but the Wicked 
which are faund alive; for their riſing out of their 
Graves is reſerved for the laſt and univerſal Judg- 
r er Judge bl the Quick and the Dead. 
1 e both the Quick an « 
1 pts Bork this double Reſurrection is the 
Paradox of Chriſt's threefold Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven; for (faith Mr. Archer) when Chriſt hath thus 
7 his Kingdom into Form, be will withdraw 
m Earth to Heaven again, and leave the Govern · 
ment to the dead Saints raiſed up; they and all Be- 
lievers ſhall rule the World; and if theſe all ſhall go- 
vern, who are thoſe that ſhall be governed? There 
are none left upon Earth, but Saints raiſed to Im- 
mortality, and Saints found alive, who are perfect 
Believers ; and ſome few Slaves ſpared from Death- 
for Servitude. See now what an honourable Em- 
ployment, and ſingular Privilege and Honour here 
15 for Saints immortalized, and tranſlated from Death 
to Life, to be the Governors of ſome ſturdy and 
rebellious Vaſſals: In the mean time, Chriſt the 
lorious King of his Church, is returned back into 
Heaven, and will govern the Earth by his 
ties; what a mean Conceit is this, which theſe Men 
profeſs to have of the King of eternal Glory 8 That 
be who hath ſaid, Behold, I am with you always even 
until the End of the World, whoſe Majefty fills Hea- 
ven, and Earth, ſhould come down to put on his 
Ai | Kingdom 


z 
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Kingdom here below, to be governed by certain 
Delegates, and then with-draw to his Heaven; what 
is this but poorly to Circumſcribe the infinite Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven within the Terms of à finite Ad- 
miniſtration? And now in this ſecond Aſzenſion 


+ We hear no News of the Attendance of his Retinue; 


he that brought down the Souls of his Saints, to 
wait upon him in this Deſcent; for the receivii 
of this inferior Kingdom, ſhall leave them behind 
him with their old (but new-raifed ) Partners to 
fpend a thouſand Years upon, Earth; at the 
whereof, he ſhall come down again, and fetch them 
up with him in his third Aſcenſion to the, higheſt 
Heaven. What an high Preſumption is this in 
Flefh and Blood, to ſend the Son of God the Lord 
efus, from Heaven to Earth, and from Earth to 
eaven, upon zu Errand of their own making ? 
When himſelf in his Holy Scriptures never 73.1 
but of a double Aſcent of Chriſt;. the one (which 
is paſt) from Mount Olivet (where the Impreſſions 
of his ſacred Feet are ſtill ſaid to be) forty Days 
after his Reſurrection; the other future, when after 
the general Judgment of the World, he ſhall carry 
up all his Elect with him to his heavenly Glory, 
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{CONCLUSION. 


The Reader has now laid before bim moſt of 
the Arguments, Pro and Con, relating to the Mil- 
lenarian Syſtem, and is at full Liberty to judge on 
both Sides the Queſtion, and to adhere to which 
he ſhall think moſt Rational 

The anonymous Writer of this Tra, intitled, 
The Revelation Unrevea'ed, wholly oppoſes the No- 
tion of The RESTAURATION of the Jews, for, 


ſays 
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fas he, * «That they ſhould be ſuddenly fetched 
« up again out of the forlorn Rubbiſh of Paganiſns 
« and in, wherein they are in many hun- 
« dred Generations, irrecoverably long ſince, loſt, 
„ and made the Founders and Citizens of a New 
* and more glorious JERUSALEM; Credat Fudens 
ce Apella. This Writer, likewiſe, adds, that the 
« Millenarian Doctrine was, privately, much agi- 
cc tated betwixt thoſe two learned Divines Dr. 
& Twiſe of Oxford, and Mr. Mede of age,” 
and Remarks upon a publiſhed Letter from the for- 
wer to the latter, with which the Public ſhall be 
obliged, if * Work be received ſuitable to its 


zuſt Merit. 


* Page 128. 
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